
 The Ramble 506 - 21/10/24
The next Rambles will be on 
Monday 28th October [507]
Monday 4th November [508]
Monday 11th November [509]
Monday 18th November [510]
Monday 25th November I am going across for the PFT/TSP Tour and will not

do a Ramble that week. I need more than one evening
to write and put it together.

Monday 2nd December [511]
Monday 9th December [512]
Monday 16th December [513]
Monday 23rd December [No Ramble]
Wednesday 25th December Is Christmas Day
Monday 30th December [514]
Monday 6th January [515]
Monday 13th January [516]
Monday 20th January [517]
Monday 27th January [518]
Monday 3rd February [519]
Monday 10th February [520]
Monday 17th February [521]
Monday 24th February Krokusvakantie Holiday



Interrail Passes On Your Mobile

Des writes, “for second time (having done seven InterRail mobile passes), my mobile 
pass disappeared this morning creating panic as my train was arriving.  I was thus  
relying on internet connectivity and an understanding Guard.

Also for the second time, the pass disappeared when InterRail terms and conditions had 
been updated, yet InterRail state this has nothing to do with it?  Or is it a bug they just 
not realised exists yet?

To recover pass, I first tried to add pass again, it said it was already loaded (yet could not
access it!).

Second, I restarted phone, tried again to add, didn't work.

Third, uninstalled InterRail app, reloaded InterRail app.  Then it would accept adding my 
current pass.

Concluding, I recommend that anybody buying a mobile app:

Print a copy of original InterRail pass purchase.

Screen scrape on a daily basis both the pass page and ticket page, so that will hopefully 
pacify the Guard that you are valid when the app stops working (and are trying to get 
your InterRail pass back as quickly as possible).

I know others have had issues with InterRail app disappearing, and just wanted to pass 
on my experience this time on how get the pass back.

The news that Ryanair are moving to electronic boarding passes only doesn't inspire 
confidence either.”

Iain’s Comment:- I do like paper even if the robbing bastards charge you extra for 
delivery. Paper does not stop working although there are UK domestic advantages to 
having a global Interrail pass on your phone.

As for Ryanair, flown with them once and never again. I do not like the business model, I 
do not like the way the staff are treated and I do not like the way the customers are 
treated either. 

Passport
I renewed my passport in 2015 and it is due for renewal next year. Since we have left the
EU the extra time that was added onto my old passport, is no longer valid in the 
EU/Schengen area. It is actually valid in other countries until it’s expiry date, the ten 
year rule is a Schengen/EU thing.
I renewed it on the 4th February 2015 and the old passport was valid until 4th July 2025. 
Ten years + five months. Since we left the EU the renewal date moved to 4th February 
2025, ten years since it was last renewed. When you go into the EU or Schengen area 
you have to have at least three months left to run from the date you are planning to 
come home. So three months back from 4th Feb is the 4th November 2024 which is no 
good for the PFT/TSP Railtour on 23rd November.

It is ten years from the date of issue and it is three months validity left from the day you 
intend to leave the EU or Schengen area.



I went to Max Spielmann here in Morley who take passport/identification photos. It is 
done by hand by the shop assistant using a real camera. She made sure that the photo 
was compliant on the PC as the image can be adjusted and gave me some photos to 
take away as well. With the photos is the magic number to put on your Passport 
Application Form to enable the system download the photo. I would recommend Max 
Spielmann as the people in the shop are doing them all the time and you know you have
a compliant photo. It is £12.99, so not cheap but I think it was worth it. 
https://www.maxphoto.co.uk/id-photos  
On Friday 11th October I filled in the Passport Form on line and when you type in the 
magic number up comes the photo as part of your application. Saturday 12th I took the 
old passport to the Post Office and posted it.
Tuesday 15th I get an e-mail to say my old passport has been received and later on that 
day another e-mail to say my application was successful.
Thursday 17th my new Chuckie Passport was delivered. So seven whole days from going 
to get my photo last Friday lunchtime, to the new one in my hand on Thursday 
lunchtime, I think is very good. I suspect getting one at peak time might take longer and 
the time you should always allow three weeks.

It is also an idea to photograph your passport and keep a paper copy with you in case it 
gets stolen or lost. Then if the worst does happen and you have to go to the British 
Embassy for a new one, you have a copy of the lost/stolen one to show. 

Equally, if you loose everything, then having a copy with a friend means they can e-mail 
a copy to you or the Embassy Staff.

I also keep a copy I my wallet all the time with who to contact in an emergency. 

https://www.which.co.uk/news/article/eu-passport-renewal-expiry-rules-uk-aRaVG6j5PpyJ 

https://www.maxphoto.co.uk/id-photos
https://www.which.co.uk/news/article/eu-passport-renewal-expiry-rules-uk-aRaVG6j5PpyJ


Senior Moment Alert – PFT/TSP Tour on 23rd November 2023

Tried to book on the tour on Friday morning and I could not get my card
to be accepted. What I did not do, is scroll down the payment page far
enough to see the block containing the Card Number entry point.
I saw Card Payment and found neither IDEAL, Sofort or Bancontact
would work. I then had a beef about this and a nice person from
PFT/TSP then pointed out my error.
I have had to offer my most humble apologies and currently feel about
this big >
Our sales platform allows you to pay by various fast and secure
methods.
If you would like to pay by credit card (master card, Visa, etc.), here's how to do it:
1. make your reservation
2. for payment, you should see a screen like the one below.

3. do not select any means of payment other than ‘Card Payment’ and fill in the 
necessary boxes (Card number and so on).
4. Click on the ‘Complete and Pay’ box.
The system works well, as evidenced by the fact that just this morning we received 
payment for 4 UK registrations.
Please try your registration again. If you still have a problem, don't hesitate to contact us
again; we'll be happy to help.
See you soon on board our special trains.
Christian - Pour Le Chemin de Fer du Bocq (CFB).

Do note that there are Booking fees charged on top of the fare and these are to 6% 
which is quite steep to put it politely. The UK fees are a lot less.
https://www.cardswitcher.co.uk/credit-card-charges-small-businesses-pay/ 
Bas has got a compartment and I am holed up in there with him and his possy.

https://www.cardswitcher.co.uk/credit-card-charges-small-businesses-pay/


PFT/TSP Tour Sunday 24th November

https://www.cfbocq.be/billetterie/train-special-pft-5519-ballade-en-flandres/ 

40 years of IC - IR trains: A Picturesque Journey Through Flanders

IC (InterCity) and IR (InterRegio) rail services were introduced in 1984 with the 
restructuring of the NMBS/SNCB network.

The aim of this system was to simplify and boost rail services across the country by 
better organising the different categories of train.

IC (InterCity): These lines link the main Belgian towns and cities, with a limited 
number of stops for rapid connections between the major urban centres.

IR (InterRegio): These lines complement the IC by offering more frequent services 
and serving medium-sized towns, while having a shorter journey time than the stopping 
trains.

The first services were inaugurated in 1984 as InterCity (IC) links were the Brussel-Liège 
and Brussels-Oostende lines.

To mark the occasion, the PFT-TSP is organising a picturesque tour of Flanders! 

Take a trip along Lines 36, 35.2, 13, 53, 54, 59, 75 and especially Line 86 which is not 
electrified and is still very rural, following the Scheldt to Oudenaarde.

The perfect activity for train enthusiasts, those nostalgic for the trains of years gone by 
and anyone looking for an simple train journey day out.

Cost is €44 + 6% Booking Fee to the Card Company. 
 I do think this booking fee is not good and I might have been tempted
 to do pay on the day for cash for those who want to pay that way.

Itinerary subject to change
(in the event of major changes, you will be informed by e-mail)

Start Station  Schaarbeek 
Lines 36, 35/2, 35  Aarschot Pick Up 
Line 16  Lier Pick Up
Lines 13, 27  Mechelen Pick Up [Newly opened P 1 & 2 perhaps?]
Lines 53, 54 Sint Niklaas 
Line 59 Gent Sint Pieters 
Line 75 De Pinte
Line 86 Oudenaarde

Return is via the same route with set downs at Mechelen, Aarschot, and Schaarbeek. At 
the time or writing there are no timings for the pick up and set down points.

These PFT/TSP trains usually have more photo stops than you can shake a pointed and 
there will be the opportunity to bail early if you have to catch an afternoon Eurostar.

https://www.cfbocq.be/billetterie/train-special-pft-5519-ballade-en-flandres/


Belgische Nachrichten
Nouvelles belges
Belgisch Nieuws

Brussel – Paris Nord Classic Line Service

These trains were temporarily run during the Paris Olympics this summer and will 
recommence from 15th December 2024. 

The three train pairs Brussels - Paris will operate under the name OuiGo Classique. The 
detailed timetable for the EC/Ouigo Brussels-Paris has not yet been published because 
NMBS/SNCB and SNCF are still discussing certain details.

Intermediate stops are in Mons, Aulnoye and Creil with a three hour travel time.

Departure times from Brussels Zuid are 07:38, 13:38 and 18:38 (N7) 19:38 (R7).

Departure times in Paris Nord are 08:28 (R67), 12:28 and 19:15. Discussions are still 
ongoing about the exact departure time of the first train N67 [Monday to Friday.

As these trains are being sold as Ouigo (Classique) within France, will only Ouigo tickets 
are valid and no other fare? This restriction will not allow Interrail Ticket to be used on 
these trains. Will domestic Belgian tickets be able to be used between Brussels and Mons
for example? See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ouigo for details. The Europeans seem to 
be embracing this revenue apportionment rubbish that we have in the UK to the 
detriment of the travelling public.

Iain’s Add On - I am going over in February/March and my idea was to go for lunch in 
Paris. I am staying in Antwerpen in the first week of March and a trip to the Express de 
Lyon was on the cards. Travel down Classic and come back direct to Antwerpen by 
Eurostar [nee Thalys] or classic loco hauled. Not at 07:38 off Brussels I am not. Then I 
looked at doing it the other way round but I would be coming back in the dark and the 
whole point is to do the border crossing south of Quévy, preferably in the light.

I did try to do the border crossing at Quévy in 2022 but I failed due to slack running. So 
the current plan is to do the 13:38 Brussel Zuid to Aulnoye-Aymeries. It is @ 50 minutes 
to Mons and it should do Mons to Aulnoye-Aymeries in about 20 minutes as it is 33 kms. 
The train should arrive about 14:50 and this gives a plus onto the 15:06 Aulnoye-
Aymeries – Maubeuge which is ex Paris Nord. It may still be a hauled train but I will try 
and find out nearer the time. The 15:06 takes 12 minutes to reach Maubeuge and this 
connects into the 15:43 Mauberge – Charleroi Central. I do not need the Erquelinnes 
border as I did it when the Classic emus were still working to Jeumont.

When I last tried to do this journey the fare for a Mons to Maubeuge was €12.10 and I 
was able to purchase this ticket from a machine at Luttre Station! A look now sees a 
Maubeuge – Erquelinnes ticket for €4.20. Once the Brussel – Paris trains come up I will 
try and see what the fare is. May be I buy a Mons – Aulnoye and an Aulnoye – 
Erquelinnes or even a Brussel – Aulnoye Quigo and Aulnoye – Erquelinnes.

Another thing to do the 108 bus at 16:20 from Erquelinnes Station to Binche for tea. The 
16:20 bus gives a sixty nine minute connection at Binche into a loco hauled train to 
Brussels and Turnhout or simply tea down in the town and a later train.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ouigo


Gent Kluizendok Line 219

Infrabel is building a ringtrack @ in Gent linking two spurs together. It is running from the
Yard at Zandelken [which is off Line 55 to Teurnezen] to Line 219 which runs to the 
Interface terminal at the top of the Kluizendok.

https://nl.linkedin.com/posts/infrabel_modalshift-activity-7252683738289963008-_zmz 

https://nl.linkedin.com/posts/infrabel_modalshift-activity-7252683738289963008-_zmz


Mechelen

The works at Mechelen are swiftly moving forward with the news that Platform/Track 1 
will re-open on 5th November and Platform/Track 2 a week later.

Once 1 & 2 open then the team will move to 9 & 10 which are next to the long 
completed 11 & 12. In an ideal world, one team would be demolishing the old part whilst
another is building the new. Then another team is fitting out. The problem is that the 
station needs to function so each section has to be done bit by bit. This adds to the time 
it takes to do the project and the cost.

All these photographs are by Wim Tiri and posted to Trein en Station Vroeger en Nu 
(Train et Gare d'aujourd'hui et d'autrefois) on Facebook. They were taken on Saturday 
19th October 2024.

Phase 1 – 2022 – 2024 [Platforms 1 & 2]

Phase 2 – 2024 – 2026 [Platforms 8, 9 & 10] Starts beginning of 2025

Phase 3 – 2026 – 2028 [Platforms 3 & 4]

Phase 4 – 2028 – 2030 [Platforms 5, 6 & 7]

Phase 5- 2028 – 2030 Finishing off out front]



The sky in this photograph is quite spectacular.





The string is up and the track is in place. There is still some fitting out to do but I suspect
there will be trains here on 5th November. 

It may be that the PFT/TSP tour on Sunday 23rd November calls here to pick up ans set 
down with perhaps a short photostop as well.



HLE 13

1307 is at Salzinnes Works for collision repairs and is back in March 2025.
1313 is at Salzinnes Works for an Intermediate Revision. Back in late October.
HLE 18/19

Interested in the Intermediate Revision dates on 
1817#, 1912 & 1915. [# In Salzinnes Works].
1803 is back in service after collision repairs.
1817 is at Salzinnes for a RIK2 Revision. Back in early November
1823 is in the Test NCOM Pool so no passenger trains.
1871 is in Salzinnes Works for Accident Repairs back early February.
1889 is still testing the new cab for ETCS Baseline 3. In NCOM Test Pool
1890 is in Salzinnes Works for Accident Repairs back in early February.

On May 13th an accident happened at Schaarbeek when HLR 7755 collided with a 
stationary 1803 that was coupled to a train of M6 carriages. 1803 took the full force of 
the collision and the train moved around 1 metre backwards with the parking brakes 
applied. At first sight it did not look that bad but it was reported at the time that the 
frame of 1803 was distorted. Like with modern cars, the body shell is designed to absorb
the energy of the collision and protect the human contents inside. The bodyshell can be 
repaired but it is all down to cost with sometimes the components inside of more value 
as spares.



1803 is back in service so the damage cannot have been too bad after all. The Haltelink 
tracker shows 1803 starting work again on 16th October.



HLE 17

Denis Cook saw on Saturday 19th October, two HLE 17s on test in Dresden Friedrichstadt
yard. They were top and tail on two I11 coaches. One was 1701 but he could not id the 
other. [I will assume the other is 1702]. 

As tests have been done in both the Nederlands and Belgium for the admittance for the 
Class 188, I cannot see these locos testing for too long. Admittance has already been 
gained for Luxembourg and Germany which is why the HLE 17s can be freely tested 
there. 

The two things to test are the compatibility of the HLE 17s and the I11 stock and the 
compatibility of the HLE 17s and the I11 driving trailers. 

The HLE 17s will need to be fitted with door opening
buttons and the box of tricks installing in the locomotives
to activate the opening of the doors on the stock. This door
opening function will be a difference between a standard
Class 188 and the HLE 17s as you do not need to open
doors on freight trains. 

I think the HLE 17/Class 188s were due to be passed off to
operate in Belgium and the Nederlands at the end of this
year. Getting them passed off to work with the I11 stock in
top and tail mode should also not be too difficult. The aim of NMBS/SNCB was to 
introduce the HLE 17s in 2026 which could mean timetable change in December 2025. 

Getting the HLE 17s to work with the I11 Driving Trailers is more interesting but they 
already operate successfully using MUX with HLE 27s, HLE 13s and HLE 18/19s. 
Therefore they should work with HLE 17s. It is Prorail accepting them for use in the 
Nederlands that will be the problem. 

In time, the HLE 17s will work into the
Nederlands with M7s as the artwork
here shows 1701 with a set of double
deck stock at Noorderkempen. The M7s
have been built to fit in the Dutch
loading gauge and I suspect the
Brussels – Rotterdam EuroCity and the
Charleroi – Antwerpen – Essen –
Roosendaal trains could go M7 in time.
In fact the M7s would be a better fit for
the EuroCities than the I11s offering the
sort of capacity these services warrant. 

By bringing the M7s onto the Rotterdam service this would free up the I11 stock for 
things like the proposed Liège – Köln trains. The key will be getting the I11 Driving 
trailers passed off for use in Germany as running round at each end is messy. Again the 
medium view may be to use the M7 stock and Driving Trailers in Germany. After all, the 
M7s are a TWINDEXX derivative so not an alien concept to Germany.

Of course, the more countries accept the Class 188/HLE 17s the more opportunities 
there are for Alstom to sell locomotives and give the Vectrons a run for their money.



HLE 21

2143 is due for withdrawal at the beginning of December 2024.

HLE 27

All the current HLE 27s in service are operational and have all worked within the last 
week according to the Haltelink Tracker. The ones that have not worked or the ones with 
notes are listed below.

2704 Should be stopped in early November 2024. Running on 18.10.24
2714 last worked on 09.09.24. Has been withdrawn.
2720 Should be stopped in late November 2024.
2758 Should be stopped by Christmas.

On Monday 21st October there was a transfer from Kinkempois to Ronet with 7765 
where it moved 2714 + 2748 + 2745 + 2706 + 2702 + 2721 as Train 14931. I do not 
know whether this is to Ronet for further storage or the train is being staged at Ronet 
before the final trip to Ecore.

2748 is better times when she was star of the last Salzinnes Open Day on the 22nd 
October 2011, thirteen years ago tomorrow. Photo Iain Dobson



HLE 28/29/186

186 121 / 2871 is painted in Belgian Grey. Moving to Antwerpen later in month.
186 122 / 2872 is painted in Belgian Grey. Moving to Antwerpen later in month.
186 215 is at Alstom Brugge for an Intermediate Revision. Back in early November.
186 293 is back in service with Lineas.
186 294 is at Talbot Aachen for Revision

HLE 55

5509 is at Salzinnes for repair and is now due off in December.

HLD 5515, 5505, 5535, 5503, 5529 & 5531 at Schaarbeek
I have been told that the HLD 55 locomotives have been sold to Casier at Deerlijk and 
were due to move away by road for disposal. They have been sat in Schaarbeek for 
years and may have settled on their wheel bearings. This means they can only be 
moved slowly and only for a short distance as the roller bearings will no longer roll very 
well. This is why they get hot and then disintegrate causing an accident.
The initial word was they were being cut in Brussels Port and there is a rail connected 
scrap yard there. The next word was they were going to Van Moer Logistics which is 
another business on that group of sidings. Perhaps Van Moer Logistics is the name used 
for all the sidings in that area as it is the only one currently active. 
When the Class 1600 & 1700s were cut in Amsterdam they were bought by Beelen. They
were cut in the HKS Metals site, in Westhaven, as Beelen rented the space from a 
registered scrap metal company to carry out the work. There is the possibility the same 
will happen here with Casier renting space at a licenced scrap dealer’s site.
The word is that the scrap will move by barge but the Casier yard at Deerlijk is no where 
near a canal. Perhaps the lower value scrap will be cut into the right size in Brussels and 
taken straight to the steelworks by barge. The more valuable copper being taken away 
for processing in Deerlijk. The rails into the Derichebourg yard are shown on Google 
Earth and they may be being reactivated as I write [someone needs to go and look].
The other thing is that the Casier site at Deerlijk is not near a canal and the metal will 
have to be moved by road from the canal to their site. If the bits are large, like intact 
body shells, you might as well move them by road in the first place and cut out the 
middle man!
The locomotives will contain oil, fuel and there is the possibility of asbestos. They may 
be asbestos free but there is always a chance. You cannot just cut something up 
anywhere any more which is why old locomotives, coaches and multiple units are sent to
licenced scrap metal companies with the right paperwork. 
At the moment I am waiting for further news. It will be interesting to see if all the other 
locos stopped at Schaarbeek move away by rail or join their sisters in being cut up in the
Brussels Port area.

HLD 62
Interested in the Revision dates on:
Yellow – 6247* [withdrawn], and 6292* [withdrawn]. [* Panels are blank/incorrect].

All the HLD 62s are either fitted with ETCS and a working third headlight or in Salzinnes 
Works for the work doing.
6228 is at Salzinnes Works for crankshaft repairs then ETCS fitting & third headlight.



HLR 77/78

7701 is at Antwerpen Noord for spares and then scrap.
7705 Has moved to Salzinnes Works for repairs after a shunting accident with 7701

The frame is very bent and in the words of Captain Oats, it may be some time.
7725 is at Voith Turbo for a R2 Revision.
7732 is at Salzinnes for Revision.
7735 is at Salzinnes Works for ETCS fitting.
7744 is back in service after Revision.
7748 is at Salzinnes Works.
7791 derailed on Line 162 on Thursday 7th March. At FAZ for Repairs.
7792 derailed on Line 162 on Thursday 7th March. At FAZ for Repairs.
7795 is at Salzinnes Works for the fitting of ETCS and repainting into Infrabel Blue.
7796 is at Salzinnes Works for the fitting of ETCS and repainting into Infrabel Blue.
7834 is still testing an installation of ETCS and should be out on test runs.
7853 is at Salzinnes Works for a R2 Revision
7860 is at Brouwer Technologie at Roosendaal for fitting ETCS.

The entwined are still waiting for work to start at Salzinnes. 

Classic Units

Classic 965 had the pantograph
completely torn off in Tournai on 16th
October with major damage. This sort
of thing can spell the end for a unit
living on borrowed time.



ICNG-B in Belgium
Bart wrote that “Went to see the 07:22 ICNG in Brussel-Zuid/Midi on Thursday, they put 
it on platform 3 and was mentioned 'Testrit Lelystad-Centrum'. Only railway personnel is 
allowed of people with an invitation. Some of the 3 trains got cancelled this week .... No 
bookings available for these trains, only starting for the trips starting Dec. 15th.”
https://press.nmbs.be/treinaanbod-tussen-belgie-en-nederland-verdubbelt-vanaf-
december-met-forse-reistijdwinst-ejmglp 

https://press.nmbs.be/treinaanbod-tussen-belgie-en-nederland-verdubbelt-vanaf-december-met-forse-reistijdwinst-ejmglp
https://press.nmbs.be/treinaanbod-tussen-belgie-en-nederland-verdubbelt-vanaf-december-met-forse-reistijdwinst-ejmglp


AM 80 with New Headlights

The move to LED lights continues with a recently outshopped 400 having these lights 
fitted. Photographs by Hugo Jonot on 3rd October 2024



Micro Track Bashing Note

The last Benelux 9272 from Amsterdam
at 21:25 calls at Platform 1 at
Noorderkempen. 

It comes down the normal way but
instead off calling at Platform 2 it calls at
Platform 1 so will use the northern
crossover to access this platform.

It is very micro but sometimes the small
things in life matter.



 Norichten aus Lëtzebuerg
I have no means currently of keeping the Luxembourg information updated.

CFL 2400

CFL 2411 on RB 3536 from Lëtzebuerg to Diekirch on 18th October 2024.
Photograph by Diogo Duarte Almeida and posted to Lëtzebuerger Eisebunn, Tram & Bus 
Frënn on Facebook.

I make this the third to be recorded in service but there may be more.



 Nederlands Nieuws
Class 1700

1739 and 1745 have been sold to Strukton and were collected on 17th October 2024 and
appear now to be in the yard at Amersfoort. As these two have been sold, it is 
reasonable to assume the others have been sold as well. As the traffic on offer is limited 
for 1500 vDC only locomotives the others may have been sold for scrap. The line of 
1200, 1600 & 1700s at Amersfoort is testament to the work available. There are forty 
five modern, multi country, multi voltage TRAXX about to come on the market.

Photograph by Aad Onderwater who is a Business Manager at Strukton.



Class 186

On Thursday, October 17, 2024 RXP 9903 was photographed towing NSI 186 012 
through Barendrecht Station en route to Roosendaal.

Photographed by Jens Bonten and posted to Locomotieven serie 1600/1700 on Facebook.

Interested in the Intermediate Revision dates on 186 023, 186 034, 186 035#, 186 036, 
186 037#, 186 038@, 186 039@ and 186 042@. # At Talbot, Aachen @ Alstom, Brugge.
186 012 is at Alstom Brugge for derailment damage repairs.
186 023 was at Amsterdam Zaanstraat I suspect off lease or not to be used by NS.
186 024 was at Amsterdam Zaanstraat I suspect off lease or not to be used by NS.
186 031 is in service.
186 032 is MIA, was presumably seen on Waalhaven yard on 18th September 
186 035 has gone for Revision to Talbot, Aachen on 3rd September 2024.
186 036 returned from Revision at Talbot, Aachen on 9th October.
186 038 went in for Revision at Alstom Brugge on 2nd September 2024.

This locomotive has been converted to a Cargo Specification.
186 039 has gone to Alstom Brugge for Revision. Back in early November
186 042 has gone for Revision to Talbot, Aachen on 3rd October 2024.
186 044 was at Amsterdam Zaanstraat I suspect off lease or not to be used by NS.
186 121 is now in Belgian Grey and will transfer to Antwerpen Noord late October.
186 122 is now in Belgian Grey and will transfer to Antwerpen Noord late October.

NS Units

Withdrawn: 4017, 4041

Strukton loco hauled moves in connection with stripping for parts at Hengelo:
17th October: 4049, 4041, 4017 from Amersfoort to Hengelo (4049 positioning move for 
later use as brake force).
17th October: 4031, 4049 from Hengelo to Amersfoort (4049 as brake force). 



ICNG

How many ICNG-Bs will NS need to operate the Brussel Zuid – Amsterdam – Lelystad 
service in 56 days time? The ticket prices have appeared on the NS International Web 
Site and we now know how many trains there are in each direction and the pricing.
The first journey is the 06:49 off Brussel Zuid to Amsterdam and thereafter the trains run
to Lelystad. It looks as if from the 17:49 departure from Brussels, the trains only go to 
Amsterdam Zuid.
06:49 Brussel Zuid – Amsterdam Zuid arr 08:56
07:49 Brussel Zuid – Lelystad Centrum arr 10:38
hourly until
16:49 Brussel Zuid – Lelystad Centrum arr 
20:49 Brussel Zuid – Amsterdam Zuid arr 22:50
The first one off Amsterdam is at 06:03 and the first one off Lelystad is 07:21. There was 
supposed to be sixteen journeys each way but I make it only fifteen journeys.
06:03 Amsterdam Zuid – Brussel Zuid arr 08:11
07:03 Amsterdam Zuid – Brussel Zuid arr 09:11
07:21 Lelystad Centrum – Brussel Zuid arr 10:11
hourly until
18:21 Lelystad Centrum – Brussel Zuid arr 21:11
20:03 Amsterdam Zuid – Brussel Zuid arr 08:11
I think that NS need eight sets to run the hourly service plus maintenance spares. 
Usually availability is @80% so NS will need a further two sets to cover for maintenance 
etc. Currently NS have ten ICNG-B which is the bare minimum to operate the service. I 
am expecting at least another two ICNG-B to appear soon. 3321 must be in the pipeline 
somewhere.

ICNG figures for percentage of service operated during the 14 day period to Sunday 20th
are
900 series - 90.4% (down from 96.7% in last period)
1000 series - 59.7% (up from 58.0% in last period)
1100 series - 52.2% (down from 56.2% in last period)
Source: Treinposities

In Service
ICNG-5 3101, 3102, 3111, 3115, 3130, 3131, 3133, 3134, 3135, 3136, 3137, 3138,

3139, 3140, 3141, 3142, 3143, 3144, 3145 & 3146 [20]
ICNG-8 3206, 3222, 3223, 3224, 3225, 3226 & 3227 [7]
ICNG-B 3311, 3312, 3314, 3315, 3316 & 3318 [6]

Accepted [owned by NS]
3313, 3317, 3319 & 3320 - Driver Training in Belgium/Nederlands

In Commissioning/Acceptance 3132, 3147, 3148 & 3212.

3212 arrived on Saturday 12th October and was carted off to the NS Technical Centre
in Utrecht on Tuesday 15th October by 9903 and 9902. 3212 had not moved a
wheel after delivery and looks to have been taken to the Test Centre for a stout
battering.  I assume the initial inspection found a fault or the sizzle of 
3000v DC was not to the computers liking. 



ICRm Sets
 
On 5th September two trains of carriages were moved to Gekkengraaf. The consist of the
17-car train was reported in a previous Ramble (and in the Current List). The consist of 
10-car move was unknown, but has now been published in Rail magazine (NL).
 
Rail magazine (NL) has reported the 10 car train of 5/9 as...
20-70 571-6 (16115)
20-70 203-6 (16115)
10-70 315-0 (16115)
20-70 265-5 (16417)
10-70 482-8 (16417)
20-70 244-0 (16417)
20-70 407-3 (16417)
20-70 216-6 (16417)
10-70 369-7 (16417)
82-70 013-4 (16417)

This is set 16417 and three of the previously unaccounted-for carriages from 16115.

On Monday 14th October, TCS 101003 brought a tow of 25 Train Charter ICRm vehicles 
from Gekkengraaf to Amersfoort Goeren. The tow ex-NS vehicles had a total length of 
660 meters and, despite the not ideal sunshine, was found in the bow south of 
Culemborg. Photo by Remco Gloudemans and posted to Rail Magazine on Facebook

Previously on 12th July 23 carriages were transferred to Gekkengraaf and on September 
5, 2024, 27 carriages were transferred to Gekkengraaf. Now 25 have left and there 
should be 25 remaining.

According to Rail Magazine (NL), TCS has sold a number of these (27?) to an un-named 
Austrian carrier based in Vienna who wants to operate them in Eastern Europe after 
extensive renovation.



Blast From The Past

Zwolle, Rieteweg/Russenweg, 2006.

Boven een Buffel op de lijn naar Kampen. Dit is tegenwoordig geëlektrificeerd en wordt 
door Keolis onder de vlag van Blauwnet bereden.

Onder een excursietrein over de Stamlijn Katwolde, die ooit door liep tot het toenmalige 
VAM-terrein aan de Grote Voort. Links de aansluiting naar een containerterminal.

Deze Stamlijn was in 2009 al teruggebracht tot net voor de met louter lampen 
beveiligde overweg bij de kruising Blaloweg/Russenweg. In 2015 werd de rest van deze 
Stamlijn opgebroken.

Bron: Het Kamperlijntje

Zwolle, Rieteweg/Russenweg, 2006.

Above is a Buffalo on the line to Kampen. This is electrified nowadays and the trains are 
provided Keolis under the flag of Blauwnet.

Under is an excursion train on the Stamlijn Katwolde which once ran through to the VAM 
terrain at Grote Voort. The connection to a container terminal is on the left.

This Stamlijn, by 2009, had been cut back to just in front of the road at the  
Blaloweg/Rieteweg intersection and marked with lamps. In 2015 the rest of the Stamline 
was closed and removed.

Source: The Kamperlijntje

[If you look on Google Earth the line is still marked and winding back to 2005 you can 
follow the line all the way to the VAM depot. Drop down to the current Street View and 
there is nothing there to indicate a railway ever ran there.]



Sik Corner
Sik 365 was cut up in 1955 and I have not been able to find a photograph on line of the 
locomotive.
This week’s Sik is 366 and is seen here at Nederlandse Smalspoor Stichting, Valkenburg 
(Zuid Holland). It was also photographed by Ron Clobus on 16th June 2024 and is 
currently performing the role of gate guardian at the entrance to the site.

Photo by Philippe De Gieter
366 was built by Werkspoor and is Works Number 903 of 1951.
Owner – Stoomtrein Katwijk Leiden https://stoomtreinkatwijkleiden.nl/ 
Location – Jan Pellenbargweg 1, 2235 SP Valkenburg 52° 9'26.91"N 4°26'35.99"E
Information from http://locomotor.nl/index.php/locaties/ 
I do know that Hans has around five boxes of old Sik photographs he bought a couple of 
years ago. It is time to be able to go through them and pick out the ones that I am short 
of that is the problem. We would basically have to get a room and lay them out in piles 
before sorting into numerical order. It would be a team effort and then I would need to 
scan the ones I am interested in..

No Photograph Found 202, 205, 208, 212, 221, 233, 239, 269, 272, 275, 277, 280, 
304, 313, 333, 356, 365 & 367 [19].
A number of Siks were lost during World War ll. I am
assuming that no photographs exist of these locomotors.
201, 206, 216, 220, 224, 236, 240, 258, 261, 266, 268, 282
287 & 295 [14] 

http://locomotor.nl/index.php/locaties/
https://stoomtreinkatwijkleiden.nl/


 Other
 News

Jim Meads was a photographer living in Hatfield, Hertfordshire near the Hatfield 
aerodrome in 1962. A pilot friend notified him on September 13th of that year that he 
would be test flying an English Electric Lightning F1 XG332 if he would like to come take 
some photos. Happy to get shots of the only British built fighter capable of Mach 2 
speeds, he set out toward the airfield hoping to get photos of his children with the F1 
landing in the background. The photo he ended up getting would become famous.
As he and his family walked up, a grounds keeper for the airfield approached them in a 
tractor to tell them to leave the area. That’s when the plane went out of control at a very
low altitude with the pilot ejecting at the last possible moment, setting up an incredible, 
one of kind shot (especially for the time). As it turns out, the pilot was not Mead’s friend, 
but another test pilot named George Aird. He landed on a tomato greenhouse nearby, 
crashing through the roof and breaking both legs on the way down. The story is well 
documented by Aird, Meads, and Mike Sutterby, the tractor bound groundskeeper who 
was only 23 at the time.



What would your life be without your weekly dose of smut and innuendo?







Someone from Glasgow looking for his car



Tonight I managed to catch Comet C/2023 A3.
I struggled to find it for ages, starting to look half an hour after sunset - but eventually 
found it. Half an hour later it was visible by eye clearly, including the huge tail.
Sony A7R2, Voigtlander 110mm 2.5 APO, ISO 640, 2.5s

James Billings Photography, Swaffham, Norfolk on 15th October 2024

Have a nice week

Iain


