
 The Ramble 502 - 09/09/24
The next Rambles will be on 

Monday 30th September [503]
Monday 7th October [504]
Monday 14th October [505]
Monday 21st October [506]
Monday 28th October [507]
Monday 4th November [508]
Monday 11th November [509]
Monday 18th November [510]
Monday 25th November [511]
Monday 2nd December [512]
Monday 9th December [513]
Monday 16th December [514]
Monday 23rd December [No Ramble]
Wednesday 25th December – Is Christmas Day
Monday 30th December [515]
The Ramble

I have been away for the weekend and this Ramble has been put together very quickly 
from 18:30 on Monday 9th September 2024.

Holiday

I travel over to Belgium this Friday, 13th September 2024. I am staying in the IBIS in 
Antwerpen and I have an eight day Benelux Interrail ticket. This week will be my only 
visit to Belgium and the Nederlands this year except a long weekend for the proposed 
PFT/TSP tour in November. 

I have some HLE 21s and 27s to seek out and my last rides on NS TRAXX in the 
Nederlands. I aim to be back a few times next year when I will have time to spend with 
my friends that I know.

On Saturday 14th I aim to cover the NS Museum trains from the Museum to Amersfoort. I
will have a navy blue hoodie on with the words “Bradford ARC” on the back. So if you see
me about come over and say hello.

The reason for choosing this week is the 80th Anniversary of Operation Market Garden 
and I will be in Arnhem on Tuesday 17th.

Next year in 2025 I will have time to visit people and I am looking at coming over for 
Krokusvakantie as there may be some TRAXX action on the Ski Trains,



For The Diary

I do need people to contribute to this section. If you know of an event please send me an
e-mail and I will include it. I am also happy to include flyers for events.

PFT/TSP Bourse

The next Bourse at St. Ghislain is on 14th September 2024

Nederlands Monument Day

Saturday 14th September 2024

Saturday 14th Vasco will do his first trip for the Railway Museum in two and a half years, 
shuttling between the Museum and Amersfoort as the driver of the EM'46 and '54. Not a 
very exciting route but at least something is happening again…

I will have arrived the day before on my holidays and I will make my way up to either 
Amersfoort or Utrecht to have a ride. So if anyone is out and about I will see you there.

Nederlands Open Days [Main Page here]

Friday 20th September & Saturday 21st September 2024.

On 20th and 21th September 2024, everyone in the Netherlands can see how fascinating
the rail sector is. Companies proudly open their gates to the public and offer them a 
warm welcome. Construction projects, stations and exhibitions can also be visited by 
everyone.

In addition to guided tours, there are workshops, competitions and other challenges for 
young and old. From 21 June, all locations to be visited with their specific rules will be 
listed on this site.

List of sites  - https://raildagen.nl/deelnemende-locaties/ 

The NS depot at Zaanstraat is participating but it looks mainly as a recruitment event.

The NS Railway Museum also has the same program on Sunday 22nd, with a lot of rolling
stock opened up, including the cabs. Further more, there is a shuttle service planned, 
probably with the EM'46 and '54.

LWR and Alstom in Rotterdam do not appear to be participating this time. 

Innotrans https://www.innotrans.de/en/ 
Messe Berlin Tuesday 24th to Friday 27th September 2024

Den Bosch In Steam 2024 https://hetstoomgenootschap.nl/ 

Saturday 28th September 2024

Steam between Den Bosch and Nijmegen.

PFT/TSP Railtour

Saturday 23rd November 2024

https://hetstoomgenootschap.nl/
https://www.innotrans.de/en/
https://raildagen.nl/deelnemende-locaties/
https://raildagen.nl/


NS Museum Open Days 20th to 22nd September

The shuttle service on the open days in the museum (20-22 Sept.) with the EM'46 and 
EM'54 will be the normal shuttle from Utrecht Centraal, except for the first run which is 
cancelled. ProRail already considers it autumn so the stretch of line to the museum is 
considered a risk for slippery track, but only until 09.30, just a bit later than required for 
the units to leave the museum and get to Utrecht Centraal.

Midday two runs will be with a single unit (to release both drivers once).

Monument Day Shuttles

On Saturday 14th I aim to cover the NS Museum trains from the Museum to Amersfoort. I
will have a navy blue hoodie on with the words “Bradford ARC” on the back. So if you see
me about come over and say hello.

Vasco writes [and that is THE Vasco, as in…...

This Saturday Vasco’s trains from the museum
are at 10.27, 12.27, 14.27 and 16.10 to
Amersfoort.

On the way from Amersfoort to the museum the train will call at Den Dolder and 
Bilthoven but at Bilthoven only twice for passengers.

The 09.52 will call at Den Dolder and then has to wait at Bilthoven on the third track to 
let another train pass, but not call at the station itself. 

The 11.13 calls both at Den Dolder and Bilthoven for passengers. 

The 13.06 does the same as the 09.52 (only Den Dolder for passengers).

The final 15.13 will do both Den Dolder and Bilthoven again.

The day starts with ecs at 09.18 from the museum to Amersfoort and finishes with the 
ecs back at 16.44.

Fabian wrote that there are events in Bilthoven, Den Dolder and the Spoorwegmuseum.

Bilthoven: https://www.openmonumentendag.nl/monument/station-bilthoven/ 

https://www.openmonumentendag.nl/monument/station-bilthoven/


Extra ritten Mat’54 en Mat’46
Open Monumentendag 14th September 2024

9.52 Amersfoort Centraal
9.59 Den Dolder
10.18 Utrecht Maliebaan

10.27 Utrecht Maliebaan
10.37 Bilthoven
10.47 Amersfoort Centraal

11.13 Amersfoort Centraal
11.21 Den Dolder
11.24 Bilthoven
11.34 Utrecht Maliebaan

12.27 Utrecht Maliebaan
12.37 Bilthoven
12.47 Amersfoort Centraal

13.06 Amersfoort Centraal
13.14 Den Dolder
13.29 Utrecht Maliebaan

14.27 Utrecht Maliebaan
14.37 Bilthoven
14.47 Amersfoort Centraal

15.13 Amersfoort Centraal
15.21 Den Dolder
15.24 Bilthoven
15.34 Utrecht Maliebaan

16.10 Utrecht Maliebaan
16.20 Bilthoven
16.30 Amersfoort Centraal



Belgische Nachrichten
Nouvelles belges
Belgisch Nieuws

TGV Inoui Accident At Beclers - 27th August 27 2024

I mentioned last week about the collision between TGV Inoui Set 4521 and a stationary 
tractor and trailer at Beclers near Tournai in the morning of August 27th 2024.

In the article I said “Why does Infrabel not have a free phone number on a metal sign at 
each level crossing, where the last six digits are the line number and the level crossing 
number?”

Well it turns out that Infrabel do have a number to call and it is on stickers on the 
flashing light posts.

 Compare the UK crossing and signage to the 
Belgian one. It was only after people sent me 
photos did I see where the information is.



This one is from Theo



This is from Nikko and is Line 27, level crossing Number 1. The Infrabel information is not
shouting at me like the UK signage.

How do you contact someone in an emergency – use the telephone which has a phone 
symbol on it and is bloody yellow!



This is from Maxim

Here there is a bar code and information about which crossing it is and where it is from 
both a railway perspective and a public perspective. 

HLD 55

5519 is rented on day basis to Railtraxx if Railtraxx has to much work for their own crews
or has a loco shortage. Railtraxx has a very ambitious last mile network in the port of 
Antwerpen and the Waaslandhaven, so extra traction is welcome from time to time. 
Because Railtraxx organised a lot of transfers with 5519 for a fair price, PFT/TSP rent the 
5519 for a fair price to Railtraxx. Thanks to this cooperation a part of the cost of 
restoration of 5519 is paid back.

maxim thinks it's 20 years ago that we last saw a heritage locomotive in front of an 
commercial freight train. 5166 and 5910 were once used, but after a few freight trains it 
was forbidden for them to do this again because it was unfair competition for other 
commercial freight operators (B-logistics could use the 5166 en 5910 for free from SNCB 
heritage).

See Current List Front Page photo.



The main reason for collecting these Revision Dates is to add an element of amateur 
observation to the Ramble as the date on the side can differ from official records.

Class 28/29/186

Interested in the Revision dates on 186 228, 186 292 and 186 456.

186 252’s Revision Date [both Terry Glos] The vinyls are getting a bit flaky on 252.

186 253’s Revision Date

As you can see from the above it is not just Salzinnes that runs out of stickers to put on 
the side!

HLR 77/78

7722 was seen leaving Antwerpen Noord on a trailer, presumably moved away for scrap.
However this was an assumption and confirmation of where 7722 is would be 
appreciated.



Terry Glos asks “Do you think graffiti has got totally out of hand in Belgium ??”



4006 Accident

I mentioned the other week that 4006 had had a little accident at Antwerpen Noord 
Depot. Basically the loco fell off the raised rails and slid across the floor and demolished 
the blue bin in this photo. The photo at the bottom shows 4006 back on the rails with 
some of the damage still visible.



 Nederlands Nieuws
Class 1700

1732 (spare Volker Rail Class 17) at Dordrecht (Donker Duyvisweg) in early September. 
Photo by Terry Glos.

NS TRAXX

Interested in the Intermediate Revision dates on 186 023, 186 029, 186 030, 186 031 
186 033#, 186 034, 186 036# and 186 038@. # At Talbot, Aachen @ Alstom, Brugge.
186 028 Revision Date is 11.07.24
186 031 is back from Revision at Talbot, Aachen.
186 032 is still at Alstom Rotterdam awaiting parts.
186 033 is at Talbot, Aachen for Revision.
186 034 finished it’s Revision at Alstom Brugge and left for Amsterdam under it’s

own power on Wednesday 4th September.
186 035 remains in service and has not gone for Revision.
186 036 went for Revision to Talbot, Aachen on 21st August.
186 038 went in for Revision at Alstom Brugge on 2nd September 2024.
186 119 has being repainted at Zaanstraat into Belgian Grey.
186 120 is ready for repainting at Zaanstraat into Belgian Grey.

The photo below has come to me via a friend after it was circulated on WhatsApp. I have
asked someone who is close to the TRAXX if I could publish in the Ramble. Apparently 
the photograph has circulated widely and I am surprised it has not appeared on 
Facebook.



Here is 186 119 in it’s new coat of Belgian grey in the painting area of Zaanstraat depot. 
186 120 which was featured last week at the back of the photo.

ICRm Sets
 
On September 2nd TCS towed 17 ICR from Arnhem Goods to Westhaven, then on 5th 
September to Gekkengraaf. Also on September 2nd TCS towed 10 ICR from Arnhem 
Goods to Watergraafsmeer, then on 5th September to Gekkengraaf.

These are in addition to the 45 cars transferred earlier (23 at Gekkengraaf, 22 at 
Emlichheim).
 
SOMDA reported the 17 car train of 5/9 as...
20-70 144-2 (16126)
10-70 320-0 (16126)
20-70 110-3 (16126)
20-70 550-0 (16126)
20-70 143-4 (16126)
10-70 361-4 (16239)
82-70 026-6 (16126)
82-70 025-8 (16125)
10-70 310-1 (16125)
20-70 106-1 (16125)
20-70 117-8 (16125)
10-70 303-6 (16125)
20-70 119-4 (16125)
20-70 247-3 (16125)
20-70 239-0 (16115)
10-70 302-8 (16115)
20-70 270-5 (16115)
 
This is 16125 and 16126 with part of 16115. One car from 16126 (10-70 333-3) is 
missing and appears to have been replaced by 10-70 361-4 from set 16239. It is 
possible, but not confirmed as yet, that 10-70 333-3 was swapped into 16239 as a 
replacement for 10-70 361-4.
 
 



ICNG
 
ICNG figures for percentage of service operated during the 14 day period to Sunday 8th 
are

900 series - 91.1% (down from 94.3% in last period)
1000 series - 51.0% (down from 51.9% in last period)
1100 series - 56.2% (up from 44.4% in last period)
Source: Treinposities 

3101 worked it’s first passenger train on 3rd September 2024 on 
908 06:23 Rotterdam Centraal - Breda.

3148 should be out on test on 10th September 2024.
3206 worked it’s first passenger train on 4th September 2024 on

916 07:38 Rotterdam Centraal – Breda.
3319 has reportedly been accepted.

There was no delivery this weekend but word on the streets is it could be a Belgian Eight
this coming weekend.

Blast From The Past

It is 186 119’s week this week and is seen here in FYRA red at Amsterdam Centraal on 
22nd February 2013. Photo by Rob Dale.



Sik Corner
This week’s Sik is 361 and is seen here at Hoorn on 4th August 2023.

Photo by Bas Bonhoff

361 was built by Werkspoor and is Works Number 898 of 1951.

Owner – Stoomtram Hoorn-Medemblik,.

Location – Hoorn.

Information from http://locomotor.nl/index.php/locaties/ 

No Photograph Found 202, 205, 208, 212, 221, 233, 239, 269, 272, 275, 277, 280, 
304, 313, 333, 356, 365 & 367 [19].

A number of Siks were lost during World War ll. I am
assuming that no photographs exist of these locomotors.
201, 206, 216, 220, 224, 236, 240, 258, 261, 266, 268, 282
287 & 295 [14] 

http://locomotor.nl/index.php/locaties/


 Other
 News









Komkommertijd

It has also been amser ciwcymbr in Barry in South Wales

Have a nice week

Iain


