
 The Ramble 478 - 19/02/24
The next Rambles will be on:-
Monday 26th February [479]
Thursday 29th February A Brucie Bonus day and Gary Thornton’s Birthday
Monday 4th March [480]
Monday 11th March [481]
Monday 18th March [482]
Monday 25th March [483]
Monday 1st April [No Ramble as it is Easter Monday]
Monday 8th April [484]
Monday 15th April [485]
Monday 22nd April [486]
Monday 29th April [487]
Holidays in Australia and Singapore.
Monday 3rd June [488]

For The Diary

Bradford Beer and Cider Festival
Booked for lunchtime on Saturday 2nd March 2024.

CFV3V - https://site.cfv3v.eu/site/ 
Their Diesel Day is Saturday 20th July 2024.

Bocq Railway - 
Their Festival is 15th, 17th and 18th August with the Foto Safari on Friday 16th August.

https://site.cfv3v.eu/site/


Rail Head Treatment Train

Many on here will be familiar with the Rail Head Treatment Trains that run in the UK 
during the Autumn to remove leaf debris from the rails. These use high pressure water to
jet everything off the head of the rail to aid adhesion. They have also used older traction 
to power these trains, that has been hired in for the job, and so the trains are well 
photographed.

It would appear that the French do the same and have a set up that also blasts water at 
the rail head. I am surprised that more railways do not do this as the water is 
biodegradable and no other compounds or chemicals are needed. What you do need is a
regular run of the train to ensure that the leaf mulch is cleaned off. Apparently wet and 
windy days are the worst as the leaves are blow off the trees and then settle on the wet 
rails.

In these photos we see BB 60167 and 60125 arriving at Ascq terminus on a run from  
Lille Flandres on 30th November 2023. The train cannot go any further as this is the last 
crossover before the border. The Belgians do their own thing to treat the leaves on their 
lines. Fortunately for both railway administrations, the leaves know not to fall on the rails
between Ascq and Froyennes ☺.

All the photos are by Didier Delattre. I have had to do a screen dump from the pdf he 
sent me but this is good enough for my needs. If any one is interested in these photos 
than I can forward on the pdf but it is 9 meg and if anyone is particularly interested in a 
photo then I can contact Didier on your behalf.

There is a bung disappearing off in the distance in the above photo.







The Monitoring Bert has his own hut on the spray truck. I think he likes it dirty!



Belgische Nachrichten
Nouvelles belges
Belgisch Nieuws

Interesting Film About Antwerpen’s New Ring Road

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iHCMESgGLCM&ab_channel=TheB1M 

Nikko wrote in his Tramblette in Ramble 476 about some of the developments in public 
transport in Antwerpen. Another element is this plan is the completion of the Ring Road 
in Antwerpen. This involves tunnels and the demolition of the bits that are already there 
like the viaduct around Luchtbal. 

There are basically two problems with the Antwerpen Ring Road. One is a lot of major 
roads feed into the Antwerpen Ring Road. If you are travelling from Paris to Rotterdam, 
the Antwerpen Ring Road is one of the roads you use. The other problem is like a lot of 
ring roads, it isn’t a ring and the part missing is the difficult to build bit where the river 
is. 

https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oosterweelverbinding 

Euro 9000

The following have been passed to work in Belgium.

EVN Fleet Number
90 80 2019 300 3 300
90 80 2019 302 9 302
90 80 2019 303 7 303
90 80 2019 304 5 304
90 80 2019 305 2 305
90 80 2019 306 0 306
90 80 2019 307 8 307
90 80 2019 308 6 308
90 80 2019 309 4 309
90 80 2019 310 2 310
90 80 2019 311 0 311
90 80 2019 312 8 312
90 80 2019 313 6 313
90 80 2019 314 4 314

HLE 13
1307 still at Salzinnes Works for repair.
1332 still at Salzinnes Works for repair.

HLE 21s

All the remaining HLE 21s have transferred to Kinkempois to see out their days. 

https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oosterweelverbinding
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iHCMESgGLCM&ab_channel=TheB1M


HLE 28/29/186

186 209 is at Alstom Brugge for revision.
186 448 is back in service after a visit to Alstom Brugge for minor repair.
186 254 is at Talbot Aachen for revision.
186 289 is at Talbot Aachen for unclassified work.
186 292 is currently being used by Train Charter Services and went on the

European Sleeper on Friday 9th February 2024.

Class 193

193 484 91 80 6193 484 3 of Captrain is able to work in Belgium. 

HLD 62
Interested in the Revision dates on:
Blue – 6214.
Yellow – 6247* [withdrawn], and 6292* [withdrawn].
[* Panels are blank/incorrect # In Salzinnes Works].
6228 is at Salzinnes Works for crankshaft repairs then ETCS fitting & third headlight.
6251 is in Salzinnes Works for fitting with ETCS and a working third headlight.
6253 is outside Salzinnes Works waiting to go in.
6255 is in Salzinnes Works for fitting with ETCS and a working third headlight.
6256 is at Salzinnes Works for crankshaft repairs then ETCS fitting & third headlight.
6263 is in Salzinnes for repairs and has been fitted with ETCS and a third headlight.
6317 is in Salzinnes Works and has been fitted with ETCS and a working third headlight.

6263 was in for repairs but has also gained ETCS and a third headlight.

Photo by David Simra 11th February 2024 and posted to Les ateliers SNCB on Facebook.



HLR 77/78

7701 is at Antwerpen Noord and might return to service.
7705 Was involved in a shunting accident with 7701 and is out of service at

Antwerpen Noord. The frame is very bent and is likely to be withdrawn.
7712 is at Voith Turbo for Revision.
7715 has had a fire and is on very long term repair at Antwerpen Noord.
7722 is at Antwerpen Noord and the frame of 7722 has been repaired.

The locomotive has been reassembled. 
7732 is at Salzinnes for Revision.
7777 is at Salzinnes for R2 revision at Salzinnes Works. Expected in late June 2024.

Still outside on 11th February 2024.
7793 is in Salzinnes Works for ETCS fitting. Looks to have been out on test last week.
7794 is at Salzinnes Works.
7815 had a collision with a truck on Thursday 15th February 2024. 

The damage is not great and 7815 is on repair at Antwerpen Noord.
7828 is at Antwerpen Noord Works for repair after engine problems.
7834 is at Talbot Aachen for fitting with ETCS.
7847 is back at Antwerpen Noord. The loco needs a test drive and will then be back in

normal service.
7866 is at Jacko Fijn for Revision.

Infrabel 7793 is seen here on Saturday 17th February on the traverser at Salzinnes.
Photo by Luc Loco and posted to Les ateliers SNCB on Facebook.



Outside Salzinnes on 15th February 2024

Photograph by Marie Thérèse Flasse and posted to Les ateliers SNCB on Facebook.

5404 Museum Locomotive which has been at Salzinnes Works for some time.
6228 is at Salzinnes Works for crankshaft repairs then ETCS fitting & third headlight.
6256 is at Salzinnes Works for crankshaft repairs then ETCS fitting & third headlight.
7735
6317 is in Salzinnes Works and has been fitted with ETCS and a working third headlight.
6274 Withdrawn and basically awaiting scrapping.
1330 stripped and needs putting out of it’s misery.



M7

As we are in a time of change I have but the M7 workbook in the main Current List for a 
period of time. As these trains come in so the older trains will go out.

This is a film taken at Brugge Works recently showing the new M7 DBUH Multifunctional 
coach at a press do. It is in Nederlands but it gives you a view of the new coach as well 
as a number of shots of the inside of Brugge Works and what is going on there. There are
a number of driving trailers under construction as well as other M7 coaches. 

https://trends.knack.be/kanaal-z/z-nieuws/bekijk-alstom-belooft-productie-wagons-voor-
nmbs-op-te-drijven/ 

There is a scene where a man in a wheelchair is able to leave the coach unaided by 
using the 76cm door. Infrabel is working hard to raise all the platforms to 76cm and 
there are a lot of modernised stations now. He uses the station lift to leave the station 
and then finds everywhere else is still as bad as it ever was.

Also in this Facebook clip from NMBS/SNCB
https://www.facebook.com/NMBS/videos/402257649015697/ 

Here is a photograph of 76038 at Schaarbeek with 75067. Both are brand new and are 
expected to work with some M4 stock on Tuesday 20th February 2024 starting on Train 
5135 13:47 Schaarbeek - Kortrijk. This BMx is that new there is still paint on the 
autocoupler which has not been used! Photograph by Nathan Van Riet. 

https://www.facebook.com/NMBS/videos/402257649015697/
https://trends.knack.be/kanaal-z/z-nieuws/bekijk-alstom-belooft-productie-wagons-voor-nmbs-op-te-drijven/
https://trends.knack.be/kanaal-z/z-nieuws/bekijk-alstom-belooft-productie-wagons-voor-nmbs-op-te-drijven/


Classics

On February 14th 2024, 7 days after his last trip on his own, the 731 has already been 
cut in half and transferred to Ronet by a 77 locomotive. Photos by Hugo Jonot.



On February 15th 7787 moved ten scrap M4 coaches from Schaerbeek to Ronet. These 
were transferred on Sunday 18th February from Ronet to Aubange.

2151 is also for scrap although the Poles have gone a little bit quiet on the purchase of 
these locomotives. Perhaps the potential market has not materialised and the locos will 
end up getting scraped. Having done a few Polish Winters already, some of the HLE 21s 
will have deteriorated beyond repair and scrap is the only thing left. 



Tramblette

Last week saw a decline in the use of PCC trams in Antwerpen. This was due mainly to 
the Krokusvakantie school holidays.

Things are back to normal this morning with the PCCs out in force.

7114 on Route 7 at Mortsel Gemeenteplein on February 19th 2024.
Photograph by Nikko Yaginuma.



 Norichten aus Lëtzebuerg
CFL 188

188 068 is stickered in the Fox theme and was photographed here at Bobenheim-
Roxheim on Thursday 15th February by Wolfgang Mauser. The locomotive is absolutely 
spotless and this could be it’s first run in service.

This is a nice photograph with plenty of colour and you would not think it was taken in 
the middle of winter. Worth clicking onto the full sized version on Flickr.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/142413824@N02/53530012262 

188 060 Bee Themed Stickers In Service
188 061 In Service
188 062 Ant Themed Stickers In Service
188 063 Owl Themed Stickers In Service
188 064 Ant Themed Stickers In Service
188 065 Fox Themed Stickers Testing Software in Kassel
188 066 Bee Themed Stickers In Service
188 067 Bee Themed Stickers In Service
188 068 Fox Themed Stickers In Service
188 069 Fox Themed Stickers In Luxembourg 17/01/24

188 061 is a bit camera shy and I have yet to see a photograph of it. At a guess I would 
say it is going to be an Owl. This would give 3 x Bee, 3 x Fox, 2 x Ant and 2 x Owl.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/142413824@N02/53530012262


 Nederlands Nieuws
NS Units

ICM

Stored: 4023
Withdrawn: 4014, 4015

On 15th February, following stripping for parts, 4020 was towed by Strukton from 
Hengelo to Amersfoort and then on the 16th to Arnhem Goods with 4035 attached as a 
braking unit. The Strukton G1206 returned from Arnhem Goods to Hengelo with 4015 
and 4014 in tow.

4023 had a collision with an animal on 10th February and is now aside at Onnen.

4011 photos from Huib Den Dulk and taken on 16th February 2024.





ICNG

The Great Stork came back from Tenerife on
Monday as booked and did her Valentine’s Day
jobs before moving on to Poland.

3314 was delivered on Sunday 18th February
with paths in place for Acceptance on Tuesday
and Thursday this week. Word on the streets
was that 3144 should have also arrived on
Sunday.

An article has been published in AD but it is
behind a paywall. However the page has also been archived and this is not behind the 
paywall. I do not know how long it will be free but this is the URL https://archive.is/Zc6fY

The article has been written by someone who has had help and does not simply accept 
the party line. Equally there is little that people who read the Ramble will not know. This 
section of the text is interesting.

“Fortunately, there is light at the end of the tunnel, he said. “The ICNG has fewer and 
fewer childhood diseases [EN Teething Problems], 2 to 3 percent of the rides are still 
out.” It is still too high, he admits. “It has to go to one percent.” Nevertheless, the ICNG 
will not be a new Fyra, he promises. In addition, NS now gets 3 new ICNGs every month. 
“At the end of this year, we have to have about 50.”” 
Iain’s Comment – 50 x ICNG is the 16 NS have already accepted + 7 on acceptance 
now + 3 per month [March to November is 9 months x 3] = 27.

We have heard all this before and I would be more tempted to believe it if Chorzów were 
sending a good quality ICNG every two weeks. The retrofit ones are different as they 
take longer as you have to strip them out first and then do the work on the welds. Then 
you can start to put everything back. It has been confirmed that the ICNG strip out is to 
the same level as this BMx.

50 ICNG sets will see the end of the ICRm and TRAXX and will be used on the Breda – 
Lelystad/Amersfoort via Amsterdam Zuid, the Den Haag – Eindhoven and the Amsterdam
– Brussel Benelux Trains.

https://archive.is/Zc6fY


As with the M7 BMx in Belgium, I am not that interested in ICNG per se. What I am 
interested in what they are displacing and this is the reason for producing this 
information. In the Nederlands it is the TRAXX and ICRm coaches and in Belgium the HLE
21s and 27s.

The current state of play is

“In Service” [and this is a very broad term]
ICNG-5   3133, 3134, 3135, 3136, 3137, 3139, 3140, 3141 & 3142 [9]
ICNG-8   3222, 3223, 3224, 3225, 3226 & 3227 [6]

Accepted [owned by NS]
3312 - Driver Training in Belgium/Nederlands

In Commissioning/Acceptance 3111, 3115, 3138, 3143, 3311, 3313 & 3314.

Test Train Sets [not for passenger use] 3116 & 3303

On test at Velim - 3352

In Store at Arnhem - 3112 & 3204

Currently the following are in Commissioning/Acceptance [3111, 3115, 3138, 3143, 3311
& 3313] and word is that it is not going very well. None have been accepted recently and
this may have had some bearing on the lack of deliveries. The 
Commissioning/Acceptance is a conveyor belt with the new toys being delivered, moving
through acceptance and dropping off the end of the conveyor into service. 

3111 is testing new software which should lead to greater reliability as even more bug 
are being eliminated. There is another problem are trains are not allowed to run with 
different software versions. So the easiest thing is to ensure all trains run as single sets. 
Comfortable with an eight car set in the peak but not so fun with a fiver car set.

Fleet Round Up On Monday 19th February @ 19:00 - Gen From Treinposities

3133 working today.
3134 working today.
3135 working today.
3136 has not worked since 8th February
3137 has not worked since 6th January [Training?]
3139 working today.
3140 has not worked since 14th February.
3141 working today.
3142 last worked 21st December 2023
3222 last worked on 12th February.
3223 has not worked since 14th February.
3224 last worked on 14th February.
3225 last worked on 12th January
3226 has not worked since 14th February.
3227 working today.

Out of 16 Accepted only 6 are in service. When I did this last week there were six 
working out of 16 although it is not the same six. The eight car sets have gone out and 
the five cars have come out to replace them. Extra cosy in the rush!



Nikko has been upstairs at his house taking photos. 3312 has been parked there this 
weekend and has been vandalised. On November 8th 2012 FYRA (Ansaldo-Breda V250) 
no. 4804 parked in more or less the same spot!



Blast From The Past
A Blast From The Past from the lens of Rob Dale.

“All pics taken late 80s early 90s. scanned from prints. Quality not good as i had a shit 
camera.” However the photos were taken and we can enjoy them thirty plus years later!



Sik Corner
This week’s Sik is 336 and is seen here in the yard at Almelo with 1215 passing on a 
freight on 26th October 1996.

Photo by Lolke Bijlsma   https://www.flickr.com/photos/dombas/51410247641 

336 was built by Werkspoor and is Works Number 873 of 1950.

Owner – N/A.

Location – Cut up in 2003.

Information from http://locomotor.nl/index.php/locaties/ 

No Photograph Found 202, 205, 208, 212, 221, 233, 239, 269, 272, 275, 277, 280, 
304, 313, 333, 356, 365 & 367 [19].

A number of Siks were lost during World War ll. I am
assuming that no photographs exist of these locomotors.
201, 206, 216, 220, 224, 236, 240, 258, 261, 266, 268, 282
287 & 295 [14] 

http://locomotor.nl/index.php/locaties/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dombas/51410247641


 Other
 News



Quite deep this one https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fyodor_Dostoevsky 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fyodor_Dostoevsky




Have a nice week

Iain


