
 The Ramble 452 - 07/08/23
The next Rambles will be on:-
Monday 14th August [453]
Monday 24th August [454]
Monday 31st August [455] - Bank Holiday Monday.
Monday 4th September No Ramble – On Holiday
Monday 11th September [456]
Monday 18th September [457]
Monday 25th September [458]
Monday 2nd October [459]
Monday 9th October [460]
Monday 16th October [461]
Monday 23rd October [462]
Monday 30th October [463]
Monday 6th November [464]
Monday 13th November [465]
Monday 20th November [466]
Monday 27th November [467]
Monday 4th December [468]
Monday 11th December [469]
Monday 18th December [470]
Monday 25th December No Ramble – It is Christmas Day!

Missing Items

There is still stuff being held over and I am getting round to it. The Ramble is already full 
and I know there are things still to put in.



For The Diary

Bocq Railway Festival [Main Bocq Website here]
Saturday 12th August
Sunday 13th August
Monday 14th August – Photo Safari 
Tuesday 15th August
In addition to the material of our association (PFT/TSP), circulation and/or exhibition of 
old and modern locomotives, coaches and wagons of companies*
Locomotives in service on 12th, 13th and 15th August 2023
– 5183 PFT
– 5205 PFT
– 6305 Infrabel
– Tubize n°2069
– 5512 TVM NMBS/SNCB Museum on Sunday 13/08 only
– 7402 PFT
– 7305 PFT
Equipment on display and accessible
– 2715 “New Look” Exclusive to PFT
– 21** SNCB
– 1187 SNCB
– 5166 SNCB
– Flirt 3 Arriva
– 6400 DB Cargo
– Vectron DB Cargo
– Class 66 Railtraxx n°266 031-4
– 7800 TUC RAIL
– TRAXX 186 TCA Rail new exclusive livery!
– 4506 PFT
– 5927 PFT
– 4602 PFT
– SNCB i6 coach
– SNCB SR3 “Bar Disco” coach with drinks bar and music
– SNCB Resto carriage with possible meals on board
PFT coaches in circulation
Halbertad + Mitropa + generator van
i5
K
M1
*subject to confirmation
This is a change to previous information and the biggest change is that the Railtraxx 
Class 66 is now static and will not be working passenger trains. Unfortunately a number 
of UK Class 66 fans booked to travel over to the Bocq for the loco. These people have 
paid out money to travel over to Belgium, in the height of the holiday season, for a 
locomotive that is now not going to work passenger trains. 
It would appear there are problems with the infrastructure which precludes the use of 
the Class 66 baring may be one trip in and one trip out. A UK Class 66 is RA7 whereas a 
Class 37 is RA5. Something like a Class 20 is RA5 and you can see the increased use of 
the shunters in the proposed line up for the Bocq Gala which will have a lighter Route 
Availability.

https://www.cfbocq.be/


Duo Train

On 9th September 2023 there is an Open Day at Saint-Ghislain called Duo train.

At the same time as the model train fair [bourse], the two sheds - Retrotrain and the ex 
NMBS/SNCB Diesel Shed are open. There is an exhibition of many engines at both 
locations. It is worth noting that the Diesel Shed, where 6289 is kept, is not always open 
at these events. The model sale/bourse is held in the old wagon shops at St. Ghislain.

Nederlands Open Days [Main Page here]

Friday 15th September
Saturday 16th September

On 15th and 16th September 2023, everyone in the Netherlands can see how fascinating
the rail sector is. Companies proudly open their gates to the public and offer them a 
warm welcome. Construction projects, stations and exhibitions can also be visited by 
everyone.

In addition to guided tours, there are workshops, competitions and other challenges for 
young and old. From 21 June, all locations to be visited with their specific rules will be 
listed on this site.

List of sites  - https://raildagen.nl/deelnemende-locaties/ 

Of interest is the open day at Alstom [nee Shunter] site at Blindeweg - Rotterdam

https://raildagen.nl/locatie/alstom-maintenance-depot-rotterdam/ 

Also of interest is the open day at Locomotive Works Rotterdam on 15th.

https://raildagen.nl/locatie/wees-welkom-in-de-locomotieven-werkplaats-rotterdam/ 

I have had a look around and there appears to be a bus service out to Maasvlakte.

https://www.ebs-ov.nl/voorne-putten-rozenburg/reizen/maasvlaktehopper 

This Maasvlakte Hopper leaves the Busstation Rugge at Brielle every ½ hour or so. This 
looks to be an isolated bus and coach hub out on the N218 which serves both Brielle and
Rugge. There is a frequent Number 403 bus service from the Metro Station at Spijkenisse
which runs to the Brielle Bus Station. Spijkenisse is on Metro Lines C & D and Metro Line 
D serves Rotterdam Centraal. So you do the Metro from Rotterdam Centraal to 
Spijkenisse, the 403 bus to the bus hub at Brielle for the Belbus forward.

I use Google Chrome to do my translating but it does not want to know about the 
Maasvlakte Hopper web page at all. Mike Tongue has had a look at it and has put it 
through 'Firefox translate' and the result is attached as a PDF, so you have (virtually) the 
precise English version of the text.

Mike wrote “From what I read, it seems that the Maasvlaktehopper is like the Demand 
Responsive Transport (DRT) schemes which are springing up around Britain at the 
moment. 'Belbus' would translate into English as 'dial-a-bus' (bellen is used in Dutch to 
refer to phoning, or 'belling', someone).

It looks like it runs to a basic 30-minute frequency with each trip being timed to arrive at 
its destination at a fixed time (for connections etc.) and then the departure times for 

https://www.ebs-ov.nl/voorne-putten-rozenburg/reizen/maasvlaktehopper
https://raildagen.nl/locatie/wees-welkom-in-de-locomotieven-werkplaats-rotterdam/
https://raildagen.nl/locatie/alstom-maintenance-depot-rotterdam/
https://raildagen.nl/deelnemende-locaties/
https://raildagen.nl/


travellers are worked back from the arrival time according to the number of passengers 
and the number of stops which need to be served.

It has to be reserved through the on-line journey planner or by phone (and at least 30 
minutes before you wish to travel). It does say that you can buy a day ticket from the 
driver but it doesn't specify whether cash is accepted (and we all know how awkward 
using foreign cards can be in the Netherlands). It looks like the fare is €2.68 (but it's not 
clear whether that's a single fare or the price of the day ticket) but as you would be 
transferring from/to the 403 bus you should qualify for the transfer fare of €1.49.

So, it is not as simple as just getting on a scheduled bus as you need to pre-book and 
that adds a complication if you are not too proficient in Dutch - I would hope, though, 
that the phone contact centre would have good enough English to make that a better 
bet than the journey planner option.

I think the extra hoops which passengers need to jump through are the reason the DRT 
services in the UK are not too successful - indeed, one in Leicester (Novus flex) which 
served the large housing development at New Lubbesthorpe has just been replaced by a
'normal' timetabled bus service!”

So for those who are using public transport you can get to the LWR Workshops. It would 
be nice if the LWR team could run a vintage bus to and from the Brielle/Rugge bus hub.

This vintage monster was 
on the shuttle at Haarlem 
Works in September 
2014.

As I remarked at the time,
sometimes the bus 
shuttle service is more 
interesting that the event 
itself.

Den Haag Trams 
De Werf [Saturday only] - https://raildagen.nl/locatie/htm-locatie-de-werf/
Gravenmade [Saturday only] https://raildagen.nl/locatie/htm-locatie-s-gravenmade/ 

Rotterdam Trams - https://raildagen.nl/locatie/ret-beverwaard/ 

There is also an event in Amersfoort as well

The Control Centre in Utrecht is also open - https://raildagen.nl/locatie/operationeel-
controle-centrum-rail/ 

https://raildagen.nl/locatie/operationeel-controle-centrum-rail/
https://raildagen.nl/locatie/operationeel-controle-centrum-rail/
https://raildagen.nl/locatie/ret-beverwaard/
https://raildagen.nl/locatie/htm-locatie-s-gravenmade/
https://raildagen.nl/locatie/htm-locatie-de-werf/


CFV3V Steam Festival 50th Anniversary Event 
[Main CFV3V Website here – Event Page here]

Friday 22nd September
Saturday 23rd September
Sunday 24th September

There are ten steam locomotives taking part in the Festival with four from the CFV3V 
(BR64, SACM 61, AD05 and SA01).  The guests are :

Yvonne (SCM)
HELENA Tubize by Wim Charita
507 by JM Thill
La Mallet de la Doller
Tom by Tata steel (Holland)
TIGERLI 8511 by VVT (Switzerland)

Numerous other events are planned, including craftsmen, exhibitors, DB Cargo 
machines, Infrabel, the Treignes museum and the new collection....  

Friday is open to everyone but as it is a working day, companies, schools, nursing homes
and government departments may wish to visit.  

Combined trains departing from Bruxelles are being considered.

Train 1900 at Fond de Gras Diesel Day [Main Website here]

Sunday 1st October

https://www.train1900.lu/
http://site.cfv3v.eu/site/events/event/fv/
http://site.cfv3v.eu/site/


Belgische Nachrichten
Nouvelles belges
Belgisch Nieuws

Antwerpen Noord

186 113, 186 291, 186 144 and 1301 in a line up on Antwerpen Noord on Friday 4th 
August. Photo by Bart.

It is interesting to note the presence of 186 113. There are some of staff who work for 
Alstom on site there who are ex-Bombardier people. They work on the TRAXX on behalf 
of a number of leasing companies which is why you have one Alpha loco [113], one 
Railpool loco [291] and one Akiem loco [144] all sat under a roof belonging to B-Technics.

Classic Trains From Brussel – Paris

https://press.nmbs.be/nmbs-en-sncf-voyageurs-plannen-nieuwe-verbinding-parijs-brussel

NMBS/SNCB and SNCF Voyageurs are investigating the possibility of setting up a new 
regular passenger service with classic trains by the end of 2024. They want to offer 
travellers a new service  in addition to the existing high-speed connections. The two 
train operators have notified their intention to operate this new service to their 
respective railway regulators.

https://press.nmbs.be/nmbs-en-sncf-voyageurs-plannen-nieuwe-verbinding-parijs-brussel


The service should start on 15th December 2024. Paris is hosting the Olympic Games 
from Wednesday 24th July until Sunday 11th August 2024 and there are plans to run 
these trains for the Olympics in advance of the December start. The Opening Ceremony 
of the Paris Olympics is on Friday 26th July.

https://olympics.com/en/news/olympic-games-paris-2024-full-schedule-and-day-by-day-competitions 

The calling places will be Paris Nord – Creil – Aulnoye Aimeries – Mons – Brussel Zuid – 
Brussel Centraal – Brussel Noord. The trains then run onto Schaarbeek for servicing. 
There are five trains each way with four diagrams. Two sets work three trains and two 
sets work two trains. The trains will be worked by HLE 18s and I6, I10 and I11 vehicles.

Brussel Zuid * 06:52 09:40 13:40 15:40 18:40
Paris Nord 10:02 12:32 16:42 18:42 21:32

Paris Nord 08:18 10:18 12:28 15:31 19:21
Brussel Zuid 11:19 13:19 15:19 18:19 22:19

* The publicity has Brussel Zuid marked but the trains call at all three Brussels stations.

The French Submission is here and it shows the stopping times at the two French 
Stations.

On Tuesday 8th August last year I tried to do the Border Crossing from Quevy to Aulnoye 
Aimeries but I was withered by some spectacular slow running. I had done a boomerang 
move to Luttre and was surprised to be able to buy a Mons – Mauberge single out of the 
machine for €12.10.

I went back to Charleroi station and visited the excellent O2K bar. I then got on the 16:12
to Kortrijk which gave me a +20 at Mons. Got to La Louviere Sud and the show stopped. 
We moved off after 10 minutes and we followed two sloths on a pump trolley. My +20 at 
Mons became a -10. I was f**king livid. I think I was not the only one to miss the 17:06 to
Aulnoye Aimeries as there looked to be a couple of Interraillers in discussion with our 
guard. The Mons – Aulnoye service came off in December 2023 and that was my last 
chance at it.

However it looks like I am going to be able to go to Paris loco hauled via the Classic 
Route after all. The good things in life come to those who wait.

The only thing is that B-Transport are going to be getting short of international stock by 
then. They have to populate the Liege – Aachen service from December 2023, the 
Brussel – Rotterdam service from December 2024 and now the Brussel – Paris service 
also from December 2024. Me thinks that getting admission for the M7 stock into the 
Nederlands might be a smart idea…….

Recent Withdrawals

1315, 1342, 2750, 738, 966 & 986 on 25th July 2023

https://www.autorite-transports.fr/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/2023-003_paris-bruxelles_vnc.pdf
https://olympics.com/en/news/olympic-games-paris-2024-full-schedule-and-day-by-day-competitions


HLE 13
Both 1315 and 1342 were officially withdrawn on 25th July. Both had internal fires and 
both have been looked after whilst they have been at Salzinnes. Lineas either doesn’t 
want them or has no money to fix them and B-Transport doesn’t need them either.

HLE 27
Star of the Bocq Gala is this repaint of 2715. Photo from PFT/TSP.



HLE 28
Another star at the Bocq Gala is 186 235. Seen here at Athus on 5th August. 
Photo by Pierre Herbiet

Waiting to go into Brugge Works on Saturday 5th August is 186 233 which is the sole 
TRAXX in Medway Livery and will probably remain so as well. Due out in mid-September 
as we are in holiday times. Photo by Stijn Vanderfaeillie and posted to Belgische 
treinspotters groep.



Ready for the off is freshly restituied 186 111. Photo by Pierre Herbiet.

HLR 77/78

7811 and 7820 of Lineas are rented to Crossrail for shunting services in Muizen and 
Zeebrugge. PB12 is going to Lineas Netherlands as return.

 Norichten aus Lëtzebuerg
CFL 4000

The freight 4000s are 4001, 4003, 4006, 4011, 4012 & 4016.



CFL 2400
After a period of utter quiet Pierre Herbiet photographed these two at Athus on Saturday 
5th August at 12:24! As you can see there are no fleet numbers on them.



 Nederlands Nieuws
F1 Grand Prix Zaadvoort

Do note that there is a Formula 1 Grand Prix at the circuit at Zaadvoort on Friday 25th, 
Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th August. The Friday and Saturday are practice days and 
the race itself is on Sunday at 14:00.

https://www.formula1.com/en/racing/2023/Netherlands.html 

I expect everything to be busy up to around 13:00 and then absolutely mental when it 
finishes as everyone comes away at once. There are amended timetables in the area as 
well as extra trains.

It is things like bookings on the Sleeper Trains, Eurostar, hotels in the Nederlands and 
simply going to Amsterdam unawares to find yourself in the middle of a bear garden. I 
have just had a look and the Mecure at Amersfoort is doing rooms for £105 for 25th & 
26th August. This is about normal with only four weeks to go. How many fans would 
consider Amersfoort? The IBIS at Leiden is full which is where I would consider fans 
would go.

In the England and Wales it is a Bank Holiday Weekend so people can travel out Saturday
and come home on Monday and not lose any holiday. So if you are finding things 
inexplicably "sticky" that weekend, the Grand Prix may be the reason.

NS 700

709 which was sold by NS to Train Charter can be seen at Watergraafsmeer in a modified
version of the Train Charter livery.

Class 186

Word on the Streets is that 186 112, 113, 115 & 116 will finish with NS in the week 
beginning Monday 28th August. There is an air of utter desperation about the whole 
thing as 186 112 was expected to go for a repaint at the beginning of July. I think that NS
have been round on their hands and knees at Alpha HQ begging for time and this is the 
last call now. Alpha have customers for these TRAXX and NS are going to have to give 
them up.

186 117 and 118 are expected to finish at the end of September. 186 119/120/121/122 
are going to B-Transport and I expect that NS have been very nice to B-Tr, very nice 
indeed in allowing them to keep the locos a while longer. I do expect these four to visit 
the paint facility at Zaanstraat to be repainted into the new Alpha livery.

Class 193

193 500 is a new locomotive which has basically been run in by RFO and is now coming 
to NS. I expect it to be stickered and enter service with NS soon.

NSR units

ICM
Stored: 4025 

https://www.formula1.com/en/racing/2023/Netherlands.html


ICNG

NS have managed to get ICNG-8 3224 into service this week. ICNG-8 3225 is in 
Acceptance and 3226 was delivered by the Great Ślimak on Wednesday 2nd August and 
was out on test on Monday 7th. Usually things are delivered by the Great Stork but such 
is the speed of delivery, a Ślimak is far more appropriate!

I appear to be one of the few siren voices over the ICNG debacle. 

I think it is a SHITSHOW
I do not get any European rail magazines so I do not know what is being said but I do 
read the sites on Facebook and some of the Forums. The problem is the railway media 
cannot be too critical as you do not bite the hand that feeds you. You start being critical 
of NS and very quickly you find the information tap is turned off.

On the Forums and Facebook people seem to have fallen for Emperor’s New Clothes 
Syndrome. New trains to photograph, isn’t the world wonderful! The ICNG trains were 
launched because NS had to and then with only two serviceable units. Only the 
desperate or foolish do that.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Emperor%27s_New_Clothes#Use_as_an_idiom 

Alstom and NS have been testing these trains for years. 3108 came to the Nederlands on
23rd May 2020 which is over three f**king years ago. 

And the trains are still crap, still have poor availability and delivery from Alstom is still 
utterly, utterly dreadful. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Emperor's_New_Clothes#Use_as_an_idiom


Blast From The Past

Tom Burnham on 30th August 1974.

Iain Dobson 16th July 2023 with some lightening up done.



The top shot is by Tom Burnham of Aachen Tram 1105 at the Vaals Terminus in 1974. The
tram system ceased running in Aachen in 1974 and the last route was Vaals to Brand 
which closed on 29th September 1974. This photo was taken on 30th August 1974, just a
month before closure.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/21602076@N05/6130837994/ 

At one time the route continued over the Border to Vaals Blumenthal and was then 
extended to Vaals Station were it met the Limburgsche Tramweg-Maatschappij. There is 
an imposing hotel called the Kasteel Bloomendal and I wonder if the tram terminus was 
there. The tram service was cut back to Blumenthal after the First World War and 
workings over the border ceased totally on Friday 1st September 1939 [its unusual to 
stop a service on a Friday, I wonder why?].

Vaals is one of those interesting places where the Frontier cuts through part of the town. 
The tram is in Germany whereas the buildings in the background, behind the 
pantograph, are in the Nederlands. The white building to the left was a pizza restaurant 
but has been demolished and the site is now an empty lot. It was the first, or last, 
building in the Nederlands. 

There is still a bus stop at this site which is very busy as it is the first in Germany. People 
walk over the border and board here although the buses go to the bus stop in the centre 
of Vaals and turn on the roundabout. I assume there must be a premium to travel into 
the Nederlands or perhaps the Aachen area tickets are not valid.

I do tend to find old tram routes remain very busy with lots of buses. The buses from 
Aachen are full to Vaals and most people get off at the last stop in Germany [see below] 
and walk the last bit into town. The bus does not go along the main road like the tram 
did, but runs via wholly unsuitable roads in Vaalserquartier and comes down the very 
narrow Püngelerstraße [see below].

https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limburgsche_Tramweg-Maatschappij
https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Station_Vaals
https://www.flickr.com/photos/21602076@N05/6130837994/
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stra%C3%9Fenbahn_Aachen


Sik Corner
This week’s Sik is 308 and is seen here at s’Hertogenbosch on 7th November 1985.

Photo by Ian Sugden

308 was built by Werkspoor and is Works Number 769 of 1940.

Owner – N/A.

Location – Cut up in 2003.

Information from http://locomotor.nl/index.php/locaties/ 

No Photograph Found 221, 233, 239, 269, 272, 275, 277, 280 & 304.
A number of Siks were destroyed during World War ll and I am
assuming that no photographs exist of these locomotors.

Recently Marc Stegeman enjoyed a presentation by Rr. Sander Ruys for local NVBS 
members. Mr. Ruys had studied and investigated the NS rolling stock which was 
confiscated by the Germans during WW2.

Mr. Ruys has done a fine job in writing a book about his investigations which is entitled 
"Hummel Hummel -Zuegen en zo", published by De Alk (Sint Pancres, Netherlands) in
2020 - ISBN 978.5961.230.3. The book contains several Sik photo's which may be a 
selection of the historic photo's Mr. Ruys has collected. The peculiar title hardly needs 
translation; the Germans gave these code names to the transports of stolen rolling 
stock.

http://locomotor.nl/index.php/locaties/


The confiscation of NS rolling stock had started in 1940/1941 after the invasion but on a 
small scale. After the General Railways Strike in 1944 the rate of confiscation increased.

After Operation Market Garden quite a lot of Dutch territory was in Allied hands and the 
map below shows the situation on 15th December 1944 just before the Battle of the 
Bulge. The Allies held up to the River Maas from the Moerdijk area to Nijmegen and then 
down the River Maas to south of Weert. So Roosendaal, Tilburg, Breda, Den Bosch, 
Weert, Nijmegen were in Allied hands but Dordrecht and Tiel were still in German hands.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Pheasant is an interesting Wikipedia page on the 
Allied attacks into Brabant 

The German Army / ReichsBahn looted the Dutch railway system including complete 
tracks to replace their own war damaged tracks. They took the portable things as well 
such as goods wagons, passenger coaches as well as locomotives (mostly steam) and 
articulated train sets. Most of the freight stock disappeared to the Eastern Front and 
never returned. Within these freight vehicles the Dutch lost many railways workshop 
tools and spare parts.

The Dutch steam locomotives were mostly used just over the Dutch/German border as 
this made their maintenance and operation easier. These Dutch locomotives replaced 
the German steam locos which they dearly needed on the Eastern Front.

The passenger coaches were spread all over Germany. The Germans took motor-
generator cars from the articulated diesel train sets and were used to power marine de-
magnetisation equipment all over occupied Europe. Some of these former diesel electric 
train sets were provided with standard buffers and couplings, so they could be coupled 
to steam locomotives. Some of the articulated electric diesel train sets got standard 
buffers and couplings so they could be used to haul coaches. Many of the shunting 
tractors / locomotors / Siks were confiscated for use in Germany.

Immediately after liberation, a couple of Dutch staff were given military status to enable 
them to seek in Germany for stolen Dutch railway stock. Mr. Ruys told us about the 
complications these men met in getting to all depots to make up an inventory. After this 
came the difficulties of getting identified Dutch stock back to the Netherlands as some of
it was heavily damaged and hardly transportable.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Pheasant


Eventually in 1946, repaired stock gradually became available to the Dutch passengers 
again, although some of it needed several more years to become completed and 
operable again.

The source of this following information is the book "Hummel Hummel -Zuegen en 
zo", by Mr. Ruys published by De Alk (Sint Pancres, Netherlands) in 2020. 

Of the 47 Sik's ("oersik") with petrol engine (101-152 but not 107) 24 disappeared over 
the border.
Of the 121 Sik's with diesel engine (201-321) about 75 disappeared.
Of the 2 diesel-electric Sik's (83-84) 1 disappeared.

By the end of 1946 100 Sik's had not yet been returned to the NS, but some came back 
years later.

The Dutch traced 17 petrol and 53 diesel Siks in the British zone of Germany between 
September 19th and October 6th 1945.

The Dutch traced 3 petrol Siks in the American Zone of Germany between October 24th 
and December 15th 1945.

The Dutch traced six Siks in Tchecho-Slovakija between February 26th and December 
31st 1946.

Some of the locos were in a bit of a state when they were returned. This is 271 at 
Utrecht on return from Germany. Photograph by J.Kerkvliet.



271 is still with us and is seen here at Hoorn on 28th September 2013.
Photo by Philippe De Gieter

 Other
 News



These People Live Among Us







For the Leeds Utd Fans

Have a nice week

Iain


