
 The Ramble 442 - 15/05/23
The next Rambles will be on:-
Monday 22nd May [443]
Monday 29th May [444] - Bank Holiday Monday.
Monday 5th June [445]
Monday 12th June [446]
Monday 19th June [447]
Monday 26th June [448]
Monday 3rd July [449]
Monday 10th July [450]
Monday 17th July On Holiday Again
Monday 24th July On Holiday Again
Monday 31st July [451]
Monday 7th August [452]
Monday 14th August [453]
Monday 24th August [454]
Monday 31st August [455] - Bank Holiday Monday.

For The Diary
Stoomtrein Goes - Borselle [Main Website here – Event Page here]
Thursday 18th May
Friday 19th May
Saturday 20th May
Steam 23023, 5 'Enkhuizen', diesel loks 2205, 521, Plan 'U' unit 151 in use.
Public timetable available to download, 'spotters' timetable nearer the date.
Stoomtrein Dendermonde - Puurs - Scheldeland In Stoom [6219]
[Website page – Event Page here]
Saturday 1st July 2023
Sunday 2nd July 2023

CFV3V Diesel Day [Main CFV3V Website here]
Sunday 23rd July
Bocq Railway Festival [Main Bocq Website here]
Saturday 12th August
Sunday 13th August
Monday 14th August – Photo Safari [assumed]
Tuesday 15th August
CFV3V Steam Festival 50th Anniversary Event 
[Main CFV3V Website here – Event Page here]
Friday 22nd September
Saturday 23rd September
Sunday 24th September
Train 1900 at Fond de Gras Diesel Day [Main Website here]
Sunday 1st October

https://www.destoomtrein.nl/agenda/sporen-naar-het-verleden/
https://www.destoomtrein.nl/
https://www.stoomtrein.be/scheldeland-in-stoom-2023/
https://www.train1900.lu/
http://site.cfv3v.eu/site/events/event/fv/
http://site.cfv3v.eu/site/
https://www.cfbocq.be/
http://site.cfv3v.eu/site/
https://stoomtrein.be/nl


Belgische Nachrichten
Nouvelles belges
Belgisch Nieuws

HLE 28/29/186
2807 / 186 199 has the name stickers “L,Eclair / De Bliksem”
2808 / 186 200 has a 20.02.2023 Revision Date and
the “depot” has changed from BTB [Bombardier
Transportation Brugge] to ALSB [Alstom Brugge].

2810 / 186 202 has a Revision Date of 17.01.23.
186 207 was on revision at Brugge Works on Friday 5th May 2023.
186 214 has been sighted with DB Stickers on the nose. I do not know if this is a more 
permanent rent or to cover for 186 207 which is on revision.
186 221 went to LTE on Friday 5th May. It left Alstom in Brugge and went back to 
Watergraafsmeer for some attention and then went on hire. The loco went to the ‘meer 
and I, and and a few others, assumed it was going back to NS. 
Seen parked up at Brugge Station was 186 208 going in for some remedial work on 
Friday 5th May 2023.



Photo by Fabrice Henneghien and taken on Line 50 at Wetteren on 19th April 2023. The 
driver is Finn De Vos and I think this is a lovely photograph.

De HLD7800 van TUC rail met een sleep (tremels) stond al een tijdje op mijn 
verlanglijstje , ik was dan ook superblij toen ik in een meldingsgroepje zag dat ie 
onderweg was van Quenast naar Gent-Zeehaven , enigste plekje voor mij waar de zon 
rond dat uur op een nog iets wat deftige positie stond was Wetteren.

Dit plekje is natuurlijk altijd een beetje risky door de vele wagens en fietsen die naast 
het spoor rijden , een fractie van een seconde dacht ik , s**t , die fietsers gaan het 
plaatje verpesten maar uiteindelijk werd het nog een héél leuke foto door de zwaaiende 
treinbestuurder en fietsers.

HLD 7800 of TUC Rail with a tow (tremels) had been on my wish list for a while, so I was 
super happy when I saw in a reporting group that it was on its way from Quenast to 
Gent-Zeehaven, the only place for me where the sun was still in a slightly decent 
position at that hour was Wetteren.

This spot is of course always a bit risky because of the many cars and bicycles riding 
next to the track, for a split second I thought, s**t, those cyclists are going to ruin the 
picture but in the end it turned out to be a very nice photo because of the waving train 
driver and cyclists.



 Nederlands Nieuws
NS Vectron

ELL 193 737 has left the service of LTE, and has been stickered up in NS Flow livery at 
LWR at Maasvlakte for deployment at NS International.

Photo by Steven Oskam and taken at Moordrecht on Friday May 12th. Steven posted the 
following on SION Rail on Friday 12th May. [some amended words].

Now that 193 737 is next up for NS, it is starting to look more and more like NS is not 
going to hire new (baseline 3) but older Vectrons. So here's a quick overview of which 
locomotives from the older series have the same country package and are therefore the 
most logical options, and the carrier they currently run with. Bold means the locos have 
stickers from their current lessor:

193 232 (LTE)
193 261 (LTE)
193 262 (LTE)
193 726 (RTB)
193 727 (RTB)
193 728 (SETG)
193 729 (LTE)
193 732 (RTB)
193 734 (RFO)
193 738 (LTE)
193 739 (RTB)
193 742 (RFO)
193 754 (WLC)
193 756 (RTB) - Vectron #750 stickers
193 758 (WLC)
193 760 (WLC)

So it is plausible that the next 9 locomotives will be from this series.



Iain's Comment - I do think, as we move towards the Autumn, that more Vectrons will 
come into service and the Class 1700 increasing find themselves sat on a line at 
Zaanstraat. NS wants out and they only need another four Vectrons and they can do 
away with the Class 1700s completely. I would not expect the remaining ten [now nine] 
Vectrons to arrive in one go in late November but arrive in the months leading up to the 
timetable change. The Vectrons are expected to run to Berlin from the December 2023 
timetable change.

There is expected to be 15 Vectrons in total leased to NS and I am assuming they will be 
in one pool for the Amsterdam - Berlin trains and the Nightjet Sleepers.

NS TRAXX

It is reported on SOMDA that 186 111 has been sent to Zaanstraat for repainting into 
Alpha Trains livery. This locomotive was active last week as I made a point of having a 
trip with it whilst over there. Also expected to finish last week was 186 217 and I had a 
Den Haag to Eindhoven trip on Wednesday with that loco. With two locos going then also
expect one set of ICRm stock to go as well.

All the Alpha TRAXX should go off 
lease by mid-August 2023 and are 
expected to have a trip to 
Zaanstraat to be re-painted into 
Alpha Trains Livery. I expect it to be 
the newer light green livery as worn 
by 186 223. The locos will then 
tootle off to Brugge to be de-
passengerised and emerge as 
beautiful freight locos. I did think 
that some of these locos may come 
out in the livery of a very large 
shipping company, that is emerging 
from the shadows, but they will be 
Alpha green. This has been 
confirmed by a man who knows.

As regulars will know I have been predicting the end is nigh for a while now and the day 
of reckoning is indeed nigh. A rumbling elephant thinks that the Den Haag - Eindhoven 
trains may be routed via Dordrecht, as a emergency measure, so they can be operated 
by anything.

The big plan was to move the ICNG trains from Amsterdam Centraal and have them call 
at Amsterdam Zuid instead. I think this is a poor idea but as part of this plan there were 
to be frequent trains from Schiphol to Amsterdam Centraal using some of these SNG 
units that NS have been recently buying. The plan has not happened and so there is a 
surplus of these SNGs about and they could be used to allow trains to be cascaded onto 
the Den Haag - Eindhoven trains. You lash three Cloghopper sets together and this is 
nine coaches. To the punter there is little difference between an ICRm coach and an ICM 
coach, one has a driver in their own vehicle at the front and the other one they are sat 
upstairs. 



I did have a last ride with 186 217 on Wednesday 10th May and the previous branding 
could be picked out from the opposite side of Den Haag Centraal.

ICRm Sets

On 1st May Strukton 303007 towed set 16123 from Amersfoort to Arnhem Goods

NSR units

ICM
Withdrawn: 4029
On 8th May Strukton towed 4029 from Haarlem Works to Houdrakpolder USA terminal.

DDZ
Returned to Service : 7647

SNG
In Service: 2788, 3037, 3040
Returned to Service following repair of collision damage: 2731 

ICNG

The top photograph shows 3134 on delivery on 7th May whilst just in Germany and the 
bottom photo shows 3136 on delivery on 14th May. Today, 15th May, should have seen 
two ICNG trains out, one eight car 3222 and a 2 x 5 car lash up. Both photos by Sicco 
Dierdorp.



Gildehaus on 7th May

Bathmen on 14th May



Bouwmanager Paul van der Tuuk is trots hoe alles is verlopen.

This gentleman was involved with the works in the north of the Nederlands sorting out 
the badger problem there. Prorail Facebook

 Norichten aus Lëtzebuerg
CFL 3000

It does look as if 3006 could be a bit rocky as it has not worked this year and appears to 
be out of service on Luxembourg Depot.

Infrastructure

The emergency works at Bierden were completed on schedule so the line between 
Ettelbrück and Kautenbach reopened on 8 May as planned. Rail services are running 
normally again to Kautenbach and also on the Wiltz branch. Still no reopening date for 
the line north of Kautenbach.



Blast From The Past
La 6302 au Vénézuela! Après avoir passé plus ou moins un an en Italie, pour le compte 
de la firme de travaux de voie Francesco Ventura, elle a été cédée définitivement aux 
chemins de fer Vénézuéliens. Porto Cabello, le 3 juin 2005.(Photo : Ventura)

6302 in Venezuela! After having spending about a year in Italy with the track 
construction company Francesco Ventura, it has been handed over to Venezuelan 
railways. Porto Cabello, 3 June 2005 (Photo: Ventura)



Sik Corner
This week’s Sik is 297 and is seen here at Deventer on 15th August 2021.

Photo by Paul 760 https://www.flickr.com/photos/p760/51381253205 

297 was built by NS Zwolle and is Works Number 20 of 1938.

Owner – Deventer Local Authority [I think].

Location – Industrieweg, Deventer 52°14’54.42”N 6°10’29.40”E.

Information from http://locomotor.nl/index.php/locaties/ 

No Photograph Found 221, 233, 239, 269, 272, 275, 277 & 280.
A number of Siks were destroyed during World War ll and I am
assuming that no photographs exist of these locomotors.

http://locomotor.nl/index.php/locaties/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/p760/51381253205


 Other
 News





Have a nice week

Iain


