
 The Ramble 416 - 11/10/22
The next Rambles will be on:-

Monday 17th October [417]
Monday 24th October [418]
Monday 31st October [418]

Monday 7th November [419]
Monday 14th November [420]
Monday 21st November [Weekend off]
Monday 28th November [421]

Monday 5th December [422]
Monday 12th December [423]
Monday 19th December [424]

Monday 5th January 2023 [425]

Last Week

People think it is not difficult driving trains, nice seat at the front with a view, just pull a 
few levers and twiddle a knob or two.

The cab of 66789 on Friday after it was bricked near Milton Keynes. Fortunately the 
masonry came in through the second man’s window and the driver was unhurt. 
Apparently one of the problems with a Class 66 is the windscreen glass is only held in 
place by the rubber surround. So anything heavy hitting it, like some bricks, and the 
glass pops out. Quality!



The Company’s Meeting Room

It is very nice when your company uses your photograph on the wall of the Meeting 
Room. 

Taken at the DB Cargo Belgium Offices in Antwerpen by Robin Melis who also took the 
original photograph. 193 342 was on its way from Antwerpen Noord to Ciney for display 
at the Bocq Gala. The Fairies in the office decided to run the loco via Centraal Station for 
some photo opportunities. 

A few people got the nod and turned
up for photos themselves in one of
the best looking stations in the world.
The photographs improved once 832
departed. Afterwards, Robin, Bart,
Peter and myself sat on the terrace of
the Duke of Antwerp and had an
afternoon talking trains and people
watching. My photo look very similar
however Robin has a much better
camera.



Belgische Nachrichten
Nouvelles belges
Belgisch Nieuws

HLE 21

In the week I sent an e-mail to the company that has bought the HLE 21s in Poland. I 
have not had a response so far. What I do in these situations is write my e-mail in English
and then translate into their language, in this case Polish. The on-line translators are 
good but it is not perfect. The main aim is to show respect and courtesy in doing a 
translation and not assuming everyone speaks English, or will do a translation 
themselves. So I send two texts, an original in English and a translation in Polish.

Sometimes you get reply with a lot of information. Sometimes you get a wall of silence. 
People can be on holiday and sometimes you have not considered their cultural 
requirements when asking. If they do not want to help then that is OK, it is the not e-
mailing back at all that is the real problem.

One thing I did ask for was information on the numbering. So for example, 2123 is 
overhauled and becomes 91 51 XXX XXX X. Knowing what the old number has become is
useful information. Also knowing that people are interested, before you start the 
overhauls, can make it easier. If they keep the last two digits then it is not a problem as 
2123 becomes 91 51 XXX 023 0. If you start to number at 001 and select them for 
overhaul in random order, then inside information is needed.

Huib, our roving reporter in that part of Poland, went along to Dąbrowa Górnicza 
Ząbkowice on 1st September and took the photos below. He went along again on Friday 
14th October and they have all gone. He assumes the HLE 21s have moved round to 
Protor for repairs and renovation. 

The sequence of the row is 2122, 2146, 2152, 2142, 2158, 2147, 2115, 2123, 2139, 
2131, 2149 & 2154 with 2145 in the direction of Katowice and 2122 in the direction of 
the Dąbrowa Górnicza Ząbkowice Railway Station. Photos by Huib Den Dulk.



At the other end of the dog, the M7 BMx power cars are starting to coming in with 112 
now planned to be built. Here is 76024 at Hasselt on 9th September with a four car set. 
Do note at the moment these sets are not fixed formations. Photo by Julien Casier.



Driving Trailer 75025 at Diepenbeek on 7th September with a six car set. Photo by Julien 
Casier

76015 and 76024 on 11th August 2022. Photo by Julien Casier



As you can see here, the M7s are slowly taking over the Oostende – Eupen rakes of stock
in this photo by Julien Casier. As the stock is being delivered the sets have gone from 
two M7s in the train to two/three vehicles that are not M7.

All the hauled stock is allocated to Oostende. A problem at the moment is that all the 
current M7 driving trailers are fitted with GF couplers. You cannot bank [push] onto a 
coach with a GF Coupler as there is no buffers to push against. So banking out of Liège is
a problem if it is needed during poor weather, or like now, during the Autumn leaf fall 
period. If you use a GF Coupler loco you can connect up. Then you have to then stop at 
Ans and uncouple as you can not do it on the move.

So I wonder if there will be a batch of M7 Driving Trailers fitted with buffers and not GF 
couplers.

You could of course use M6 Driving Trailers but they are heavier and might not be passed
for 200 km/h. There is no point in having a 200 km/h loco with 200 km/h stock and a 160
km/h driving trailer.

What I suspect might happen is some [all] of the new M7Bx multifunctional vehicles 
might have buffers and not GF Couplers. They will also have a disabled toilet to replace 
the one in the I11 driving Trailer. The multifunctional vehicles will have access ramps and
space for cycles so you can also remove the I10 coach as well. In fact, on M7Bx 
multifunctional coach could replace the first three coaches in the above photograph.

Thinking a bit into the future, the trains into Germany and into the Nederlands might 
have buffers on the front. Should the M7 set break down, how will the train be easily 
rescued if it is fitted with non standard GF Couplers?



Liege Guillemins Station

The great white elephant that is Liège Guillemins station has had some coloured 
materials fastened to the glass roof to give a coloured effect. You never know, whilst 
people were up there they might have made a start on fixing the leaks in the roof as 
apparently the water is pissing in.

Photo by Julien Casier and taken on 6th October 2022.

As many might have understood, I am not a fan of the building. It is a wonderful looking 
structure but it is no good as a railway station. There is little waiting furniture at platform
level and no shelters. The idea was you waited downstairs until your train comes in and 
then go up to platform level. However most people like to go up to the platform in good 
time. If you have been in Guillemins in winter you will know what a bleak place it is as 
the wind blows through.

If you want a nice practical modern station then Rotterdam Centraal is the place to go 
and look at. Perhaps the only thing I would have done is left the front of the station and 
not put up that new wooden structure. I liked the old frontage and it was a reminder of 
the re-birth of the City after the bombing of 1940.

Charleroi Sud

On December 11th 2022, Charleroi Sud will be re-named Charleroi Central.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_elephant


 Norichten aus Lëtzebuerg
Graham Reports

Since the tunnel collapse Desiros now work between Luxembourg - Ettelbrück hourly 
Monday to Friday. The Desiros do not work at all on Line 10 at the weekends. Saturday 
there are 3 turns for 4000s between Luxembourg and Kautenbach, Sunday they are 
worked by Kiss units.

The Cargo pool seems to now be fixed as 4001, 4003, 4006, 4012, 4016. There were 
some changes over summer to effect maintenance on the Cargo machines but 4012 for 
4011 is the only change to have endured. 4011 has been seen on freight this weekend 
so may also be back in the freight pool

Friday 14th and Saturday 15th, 4008 was on RB to Wasserbillig.

This weekend is an extremely rare weekend in Luxembourg with zero engineering works 
going on except the tunnel collapse.

Sat 15 Oct
L10 - 4010, 4014, 4015
L30 - 4008
L50 - 3018
L60 - 4005, 4009, 4019
L70 - 3016, 4007, 4013

 Nederlands Nieuws
Class 1700

Here is a current round up of the NS Class 1700 fleet. The information is from Sunday 
16th October. On Monday 17th there was no movement of NS 1700s (no Berlin trains this
week and no maintenance rides). Most locos are at Zaanstraat. 1746 is at 
Watergraafsmeer and 1745 is at Maastricht.

1739 - in service
1744 - in service
1745 - not in service - faults and maintenance (06/10)
1746 - not in service - minor faults (14/10)
1750 - not in service - faults (06/10)
1752 - in service - minor faults (12/10)
1761 - in service
1765 - in service



NSR Units

SNG
Delivered: 3041

ICNG

Steve wrote, “As I am sure you are aware a large number of the ICNGs are stored in 
Germany. There are at least a dozen at Magdeburg-Buckau (mostly in black) and several 
at the Rail Adventure depot in Braunschweig (I noted 3106, 3108 and 3117 there, not 
sure if there were others). In addition I also found 3114 and 3203 in the HVLE yard near 
Blankenburg(Harz) where they are being tested on the 25Kv section of line up the 
Rübeland, normally the preserve of the two HVLE TRAXX locos (185640 and 185641). I 
was able to get photos of both as the day I was in the area there was a steam special up 
the line. This line is quite famous as it has several really steep inclines, and required a 
reversal part way up.

NS 3113 stabled in the HVLE yard at Blankenburg(Harz) at the base of the Rübeland 
Bahn with black 3203 at the rear.

Not the world’s best photograph but it was taken from a train that was swaying a bit in 
poor light conditions. Photo by Steve Ollive 1st October 2022.



Accident Today at Bergen Op Zoom

Monday 17th October 2022

Peter Van Rosmalen posted on Facebook - The bus had broken down and stopped on the 
crossing. There were no passengers on the bus. The bus driver did try to warn the train 
driver with hand signals.
No persons are hurt. There is only a lot of damage at the track and railway crossing.

Train 2218 07:35 Amsterdam - Vlissingen and the set was 9469.

A film of the collision here - https://www.facebook.com/watch?v=654085456362826 

Prorail photographs are here on Facebook

Plenty of photographs here https://www.gva.be/cnt/dmf20221017_93396345

Photo by CHRISTIAN TRAETS

The crashworthiness of this bus is awful and once again it shows the double standards 
between trains and other forms of transport. A train has to withstand this and that and 
yet a bus can disintegrate with a shrug of the shoulders!

What would have happened in a similar collision between this bus and a truck? A truck is
far more likely to hit a bus as they are fellow road users. 

The average car has more crashworthiness than this bus, certainly from a side collision.

https://www.facebook.com/watch?v=654085456362826
https://www.facebook.com/ProRail/posts/pfbid0dMmhCNofho39yBomZJpWZTWApFUHneDQuYZSqDerF1taE2aE8235RwPWc92GzTCsl
https://www.gva.be/cnt/dmf20221017_93396345


Sik Corner
This week’s Sik is 260 and is seen here at Maassilo, Botlek on 16th July 2001.

Photo by Daniël Friederichs
https://www.flickr.com/photos/163825206@N03/50100352077 

260 was built by Werkspoor and is Works Number 713 of 1936.

Owner – Cut Up in April 2008.

Location – n/a.

Information from http://locomotor.nl/index.php/locaties/ 

http://locomotor.nl/index.php/locaties/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/163825206@N03/50100352077


 Other
 News

This was a joke from two weeks ago……………



This reminds me of the Second World War when the Irish Free State referred to the war 
as “The Emergency”.



Have a nice week

Iain


