
 The Ramble 415 - 03/10/22
The next Rambles will be on:-

Tuesday 11th October [416]
Monday 17th October [417]
Monday 24th October [418]
Monday 31st October [418]

Monday 7th November [419]
Monday 14th November [420]
Monday 21st November [421]
Monday 28th November [422]

Monday 5th December [423]
Monday 12th December [424]
Monday 19th December [425]

Monday 5th January 2023 [426]

Eurostar Woes

Find attached to the e-mail a letter from the CEO of Eurostar to the UK Transport Select 
Committee. It mainly deals with the problems around Ebbsfleet and Ashford remaining 
closed however it also sheds light on the larger issues that Eurostar are having.

One person wrote in “Eurostar will have modelled how much traffic will be lost to 
airlines/road by not stopping at Ebbsfleet.  Probably not much is my guess as Eurostar 
will still be the best option despite the journey being longer, more expensive now and 
more inconvenient having to travel to Pancras.

Its a day's work for a decent financial analyst to work out how much they will save by 
not stopping at Ebbsfleet.  Not just the staff and station operating costs, but better fleet 
and crew utilisation by cutting overall journey times.  I would imagine trains and planes 
are similar, starting and stopping is expensive, once you are cruising it's relatively 
efficient on fuel.

There will also be more attractive lower journey times from London to Paris, harder to 
calculate the benefit of this, but time is money and people will pay more for a faster 
journey.

Essentially Eurostar have run the figures, and they have calculated it will be significantly 
more profitable to get rid of Ebbsfleet.  If it was marginal, they would probably have kept
it.

BTW - is there a stop 20 mins outside of Paris or Brussels?   No, there is a reason for 
that.”

Iain’s Comment  - I do think that Ebbsfleet should have been marketed more as a 
Parkway Station as it is surrounded by massive car parks [5000 spaces, see here]. I 
wonder how many people in the Home Counties are a - aware of Eurostar and where it 
goes and b - are aware of the existence of Ebbsfleet. Another Iain wrote that Ebbsfleet 
“serves a large hinterland being adjacent to the M25 Dartford Crossing covering Essex 
through Kent into neighbouring Surrey and Sussex, enabling time-consuming and 
expensive travel into central London to join trains. I suspect many of these journeys 
have been lost to Eurostar.”

https://ebbsfleetintl.co.uk/parking


Paris does not have an outer motorway like the M25 and Brussels does not have one that
far out either. Herfordshire Railtours for departures from Kings Cross always stopped at 
Potters Bar (for M25) and Slough (for M25) for those out of Paddington for a reason.

At the moment, Eurostar does not want to grow the business as it is having a hard time 
coping with what they have already. When I went out in August, the queue went out the 
top of the station onto the pavement of Pentonville Road! Another Ian wrote “In my view 
St Pancras always has been short of space even from day 1. It doesn't help when some 
of the departures are close together which means that you cram multiple train loads of 
people in to the area. I have always thought that if boarding started earlier quite a lot of 
people could be moved out of the waiting area to free up space.”

I do agree with the comments regarding the usage of Ebbsfleet and people have done 
their sums. However was Ebbsfleet advertised and marketed right in the first place?

In the Wikipedia article on Ebbsfleet International Station is this line, “Since the station's 
opening, Eurostar has withheld passenger usage statistics for international services, 
citing commercial confidentiality.” 

I think that Ashford was done to help the planning process as the High Speed Line runs 
right through the middle of the town.  The prestige of having an International Station in 
town would have mittigated the problems around the building of the High Speed Line 
and all the disruption it caused. There is also a large catchment area around Ashford 
with a number of train services feeding into the station. Ashford was a much better bet 
for someone in Hastings than going into London and having to change trains.

We shall see.
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Euro 4001

https://flickr.com/photos/195041659@N08/52392115941/in/feed-194948846-
1664436381-1-72157721638565144 

The Euro 4001 is in commercial service. They are doing some test trains now for an 
asphalt terminal in France. If the tests are okay this will come a regular service.

New Cycle Bridge In Lier

Saturday 1st October saw the beautiful bicycle-bridge in Lier inaugurated which is part of
the bicycle highway F11 Antwerpen - Lier: 

https://www.gva.be/cnt/dmf20221001_95382344 
https://fietssnelwegen.be/en/bicycle-highways/F11 

Bart wrote that it is now a great location to shoot trains! 5509 / 7826 were standing 
there with the weedfree train and it continued to run on Sunday 2nd October. 

Photos by Bart

https://fietssnelwegen.be/en/bicycle-highways/F11
https://www.gva.be/cnt/dmf20221001_95382344
https://flickr.com/photos/195041659@N08/52392115941/in/feed-194948846-1664436381-1-72157721638565144
https://flickr.com/photos/195041659@N08/52392115941/in/feed-194948846-1664436381-1-72157721638565144




HLE 28

Currently 2805 is at Brugge Works for Revision. When 2805 comes out, 2811 will go to 
Brugge for revision. When 2811 is finished then 2810 will take it's place. Currently 2808 
is on repair at Antwerpen and hopefully will be finished by the end of October. It had a 
bad internal fire last Autumn and has been in the depot at Antwerpen for nearly a year. 
The loco needed a lot of work doing to it as well as the time needed to obtain the parts 
to do the work. As and when 2810 comes out of Brugge Works, then 2808 will be the last
passenger HLE 28 to go in for Revision. 2808 should be back out in early February 2023.

At the point when 2808 comes out of Brugge Works is when 2843 is expected to return 
to Alpha Trains. 2843 has been the cover locomotive for these revisions and once they 
are all done, then so is the need for this cover. 2843 was expected to go off lease at the 
timetable change in December but it looks as if it will still be around until early February.

The current expectation is that the B-Transport HLE 28s will finish in December 2024. 

2810 and 2813 have got a "B" sticker applied to their side which is similar to the HLE 13s
and HLE 18s.

2812 has got a name sticker on it's nose in a similar way to 2843. The name on 2812 is 
"Maria" and a photo of the sticker is welcome.

2805 is the next one to get a sticker on the nose as it has just come/is coming off 
revision. They are being applied to the white nose as it is being repainted. The 28XX 
numbers leave a noticeable mark when they are removed. When the HLE 28s are 
returned to Alpha Trains any internal NMBS/SNCB identification has to be removed. It will 
be easier to paint the noses now, in a timely manner, and put a new number sticker on, 
than try to repaint all the noses at once. A sticker like the one on the nose of 2843 will 
not leave a number mark and explains why 2843 got a sticker like this.



This is a photo of 186 224 after it was returned to Alpha Trains and is seen here at 
Krefeld Station on Saturday 22nd February 2020. As you can see the white bib on the 
front of the locomotive has been freshly painted.

Photo by Herbert Völling and posted to Drehscheibe Online.

Of course, 186 224 is currently much better known by wearing this livery.



M4 Stock

52294 is now preserved at Essen, near the old Custom Building by Robotland, 
Technology and Fun.



ICNG-B

3301 and 3302 were being moved by 7756 through Brussel Zuid Station on Sunday 2nd 
October. The building in the background will be demolished soon and replaced by some 
new buildings. Photo by Jeff Booth.



 Nederlands Nieuws
Alpen Express Ski Trains

https://www.treinreiswinkel.nl/wintersporttreinen/oostenrijk/alpen-express-oostenrijk 

In years gone by one of my key holidays was a trip over to the Nederlands to cover the 
Alpen Express and the day Krokus Express. Covid really kicked off in Europe with people 
coming back from skiing holidays in 2020. With all the travel restrictions there was a 
subdued skiing market in 2020/2021 and then again in 2021/2022.

According to the promoter of the Alpen Express, only one train will run out on Friday 24th
February and one train will return on Sunday 5th March 2023.

There is no Krokus Day Train in 2023.

As the Alpen Express runs via Venlo, I suspect it will be 9901 from Den Haag to Venlo for 
whatever forward to Austria. The Krokus Train ran via Arnhem and so needed a multi-
voltage loco fitted with ETCS. This train used to get the Lineas TRAXX and is why I went.

Shrove Tuesday in 2023 is Tuesday 21st February. The Catholic areas of the Nederlands 
and Belgium will have that week off [20/02 to 24/02] and the Protestant areas of the 
Nederlands have their half term between the 27/02 and 03/03.

In Leeds we have a fixed Easter School Holiday ☺ and so this also fixes the Spring Half 
Term Holiday. Half Term is the 13th to 17th February in 2023 and most other schools in 
the UK will have the same half term this year.

Easter Sunday is 9th April in 2023.

Coevorden – Bad Bentheim Passenger Service

https://www.treinenweb.nl/nieuws/9641/intentieverklaring-getekend-voor-
treinverbinding-coevorden-bad-bentheim.html 

Monday saw the signing of an agreement to extend the current Bad Bentheim to 
Neuenhaus service to Coevorden at the end of 2025. 

As usual there are something’s that are lost in translation but it looks as if Prorail are 
going to be putting a bay platform in at Coevorden station. The bridge over the canal, 
just outside Coevorden Station is also to be rebuilt.  

Nederlands Transport Museum [NTM]

Do note that this museum permanently closes on 30th October 2022 and if you want to 
visit, the time in now.

Het Nederlands Transport Museum
Lucas Bolsstraat 7, 2152 CZ  Nieuw-Vennep
Telefoon: 0252-278 378 E-mail: info@sntm.nl

https://nederlandstransportmuseum.nl/

https://nederlandstransportmuseum.nl/
mailto:info@sntm.nl
https://www.treinenweb.nl/nieuws/9641/intentieverklaring-getekend-voor-treinverbinding-coevorden-bad-bentheim.html
https://www.treinenweb.nl/nieuws/9641/intentieverklaring-getekend-voor-treinverbinding-coevorden-bad-bentheim.html
https://www.treinreiswinkel.nl/wintersporttreinen/oostenrijk/alpen-express-oostenrijk


NSR Units

SNG

SOMDA reports that SNG deliveries are due to resume in mid-October following a three 
month break.

SLT
SOMDA reports that the Sandite equipment from SGM units have been fitted to SLT units:
2615, 2628 , 2632 , 2639 , 2648 , 2649 , 2650 and 2651

All we do here in the UK is run regular trains that sprays this wonderful bio friendly stuff 
called water at all the rail head contamination. The high pressure just blows all the crap 
off. No chemicals and no specialist treatments.

As you can see from this You Tube film the trains do not run slowly.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGzUNmqBiPU 

This is a better shot video.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MzgWou_SK5E 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MzgWou_SK5E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGzUNmqBiPU


Sik Corner
This week’s Sik is 257 and is seen outside Muijs B.V. in Weert  on 1st September 2020.

Photo by Philippe De Gieter

257 was built by Werkspoor and is Works Number 710 of 1936.

Owner – Muijs B.V. info@muijscontainerreparatie.nl [presumed].

Location – Uilenweg 46, 6006 SK Weert.

Information from http://locomotor.nl/index.php/locaties/ 

Last week I featured 256 and Philippe wrote in that “in my notes, I have 256 sold to HKS 
Metals on 27/01/2003 after having been used by Metaalhandel ven den Heuvel in Spijk 
until 2000.
 
Rail transport to the IJsselcentrale apparently stopped in 1984.”

http://locomotor.nl/index.php/locaties/
mailto:info@muijscontainerreparatie.nl


 Other
 News

Many will be aware of the recent financial events here in the UK. Needless to say the 
cartoonists have had a field day whilst those of us who live here are much poorer.

The culmination of all this fun was on Wednesday 28th September when the Bank of 
England was forced to buy up UK Gilts to the tune of £65 billion. There was a real risk 
that there would be a run on Pension Funds and some would go bust. In the UK there is a
State Pension but it has not really kept up with living costs. Most people have a private 
pension, either one they pay into themselves, or one through work where the employee 
puts in so much and the company puts in so much. You tend to find that the longer you 
are with a company, the more you build up and the earlier you can retire. 

The Prime Minister did a series of interviews on Local Radio on Thursday 29th where she 
did not do very well. This is the basis of this joke.



The Chancellor of the Exchequer lives at Number 11 Downing Street



One key Government policy was to cut the top rate of Income Tax. The idea is the rich 
people will then go and spend the money they saved in Income Tax. This will then 
benefit everyone when the money enters the economy. This policy is called trickling 
down.



The plan to cut the top rate of tax was abandoned today.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-63118918 

After an MP was seen in Parliament watching porn on his mobile phone this did the 
rounds the other year. Only really works during Political Party Conference Season.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-63118918


Industrial Language at Work 

Dear Employees: 

It has been brought to management's attention that some individuals throughout the 
company have been using foul language during the course of normal conversation with 
their co-workers. 

Due to complaints received from some employees who may be easily offended, this type
of language will no longer be tolerated. 

We do, however, realize the critical importance of being able to accurately express your 
feelings when communicating with co-workers. 

Therefore,a list of 18 New and Innovative 'TRY SAYING' phrases have been provided so 
that proper exchange of ideas and information can continue in an effective manner.

Number 1 
TRY SAYING: I think you could use more training. 
INSTEAD OF: You don't know what the f___ you're doing. 

Number 2 
TRY SAYING: She's an aggressive go-getter. 
INSTEAD OF: She's a f___ing bit__. 

Number 3 
TRY SAYING: Perhaps I can work late. 
INSTEAD OF: And when the f___ do you expect me to do this? 

Number 4 
TRY SAYING: I'm certain that isn't feasible. 
INSTEAD OF: No f___ing way. 

Number 5 
TRY SAYING: Really? 
INSTEAD OF: You've got to be sh___ing me! 

Number 6 
TRY SAYING: Perhaps you should check with... 
INSTEAD OF: Tell someone who gives a sh__. 

Number 7 
TRY SAYING: I wasn't involved in the project. 
INSTEAD OF: It's not my f___ing problem. 

Number 8 
TRY SAYING: That's interesting. 
INSTEAD OF: What the f___? 

Number 9 
TRY SAYING: I'm not sure this can be implemented. 
INSTEAD OF: This sh__ won't work. 

Number 10 
TRY SAYING: I'll try to schedule that. 
INSTEAD OF: Why the f___ didn't you tell me sooner? 



Number 11 
TRY SAYING: He's not familiar with the issues... 
INSTEAD OF: He's got his head up his a__. 

Number 12 
TRY SAYING: Excuse me, sir? 
INSTEAD OF: Eat sh__ and die. 

Number 13 
TRY SAYING: So you weren't happy with it? 
INSTEAD OF: Kiss my a__. 

Number 14 
TRY SAYING: I'm a bit overloaded at the moment. 
INSTEAD OF: F__ it, I'm on salary. 

Number 15 
TRY SAYING: I don't think you understand. 
INSTEAD OF: Shove it up your a__. 

Number 16 
TRY SAYING: I love a challenge. 
INSTEAD OF: This f___ing job sucks. 

Number 17 
TRY SAYING: You want me to take care of that? 
INSTEAD OF: Who the f___ died and made you boss? 

Number 18 
TRY SAYING: He's somewhat insensitive. 
INSTEAD OF: He's a pr_ck. 

Thank You, 
 Human Resources

Have a nice week

Iain


