The Ramble 392 - 21/02/22

The next Rambles will be on:-
Monday 28th February [393]
Holidays

Monday 14th March [394]
Monday 21st March [395]
Monday 28th March [396]

Monday 4th April [397]

Monday 11th April [398]

Monday 18th April is Easter Monday and there will be no Ramble
Monday 25th April [399]

Holidays to Benelux

Correction

It is not Albert Piesmanweg where Shunter have one of their workshop, but Albert
Plesmanweg. Albert Plesman was the founder of KLM and who who lent his name to the

road in Rotterdam where the workshop is.

https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert Plesman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert Plesman

Electric Locomotive Resource

For a number of years Railcolor ran a web site that listed various electric locomotives.
This site was the original Railcolor site and remained separate from the later start up
Railcolor News.

Last August time the original Railcolor Site transferred ownership to Elektrische
Drehstromlokomotiven aus europascher Produktion [Electric three-phase locomotives
from European production] and remains a comprehensive vehicle database. Elektrische
Drehstromlokomotiven is a project of lok-datenbank.de from Germany and will focus
entirely on electric locomotives with three-phase technology that have been in
production since about 1990.

The Elektrische Drehstromlokomotiven can be found here

https://www.elektrolokarchiv.de/

| have sent Elektrische Drehstromlokomotiven an e-mail, via the web site, offering a copy
of my lists but | have not had a reply yet. A look at some sample revision dates sees that
many have not be updated for a long time.

Main Line Diesels

Another spin off from Railcolor was Main Line Diesels and this is still going strong here.

https://www.mainlinediesels.net



https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Plesman
https://www.mainlinediesels.net/
https://www.elektrolokarchiv.de/
https://railcolornews.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Plesman

Belgische Nachrichten
G) Nouvelles belges

Belgisch Nieuws

Transport Plan December 2023 into 2026

This information has come my way and is a run down of developments between
December 2023 and 2026.

06/2024 Two tracks L161/1 Schuman - Bockstael
06/2025 Partly four track L161 Brussels - Ottignies
12/2026 Fully four track L161 Brussels - Ottignies

After December 2026

12/2026 reinstatement of two tracks L130A Charleroi - Erquelinnes
04/2027 Four tracks L50A Brugge - Gent

12/2029 Four tracks L124 Brussels - Nivelles

12/2029 End of works on L162 Namur - Luxembourg

Stations
| am assuming the works at Namur will be finished before December 2023!

Mons (2024)
Hasselt (2025)
Denderleeuw (2026)

Gent-St-Pieters (2029)
Nivelles (2029)
Mechelen (2030)
Ottignies (2030)
Brussels-Midi (2031)
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As long as | have
been going to _
Belgium, Namur =
station has not
been finished. It
is supposed to
end up looking
like this

Let us hope the
people in those
flats like bus
spotting!



Mons Station

Also in the unfinished stakes is Mons Station. Seen here in photos by Bas taken on
Saturday 19th and beginning to go rusty.

ey

Bas wrote that there were no trains from Belgium to the Netherlands on Saturday
evening. | gave a lift home to a lady and her two daughters who had come from Arosa in
the Swiss Alps. They had got as far as Antwerpen and Bas gave them a lift back into the
Nederlands complete with luggage and skis.

A taxi from Antwerpen to Barendrecht, where they lived, would have cost €430 in the
evening. He got a full tank as thank you for the lift and some company on the journey
home.



Mechelen Station Works

Demolition works are continuing at at Mechelen railway station and so probably at the
end of this week the whole building will have gone. Jan, a colleague of Bart’s has made
some shots to show the evolution of the works (Feb 5th-12th and 19th). The first shot is

by Bart from January 19th.

5th February 2022
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12th February
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19th February

© JM=~ 2022

Line 21C

As you can see the bridge is in and the electrification masts are already going in. No
messing around in Belgium.

https://flickr.com/photos/johnybrauns/51887037892/in/feed-42080457-1645140164-1-
72157719992991317/



https://flickr.com/photos/johnybrauns/51887037892/in/feed-42080457-1645140164-1-72157719992991317/
https://flickr.com/photos/johnybrauns/51887037892/in/feed-42080457-1645140164-1-72157719992991317/

Trains & Tracks
Bas went to a museum in La Louviere on Saturday for an exhibition about train posters.

https://www.centredelagravure.be/

“As part of the Europalia Trains & Tracks festival, this exhibition presents nearly 150
posters from the SNCB collection and private collections. Through socio-economic,
cultural, environmental and gender questions, Lines & Tracks recontextualizes graphic
design related to railway development.”

Runs until the 27th February 2022.

Rinus Van de Velde Exhibition
Information and photos by Bart

The Flemish artist, Rinus Van de Velde, has an exhibition called Inner Travels currently
running at Bozar near Brussel-Central station. The expo is part of Europalia Trains and
Tracks and shows, besides paintings, drawings and artistical work of Rinus also a full size
model of an eloc class 21/27 + passengercoach. All made out of woodboard and paper!
Even the smallest details (chewing gum on the seat, cigarettes, a jacket, and a walkman)
have been taken care of: simply magnificent.

Info: https://europalia.eu/en/trains-and-tracks/events/rinus-van-de-velde-%E2%80%94-inner-travels

https://www.vrt.be/vrtnws/nl/2022/02/16/rinus-van-de-velde-inner-travels/
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https://www.vrt.be/vrtnws/nl/2022/02/16/rinus-van-de-velde-inner-travels/
https://europalia.eu/en/trains-and-tracks/events/rinus-van-de-velde-%E2%80%94-inner-travels
https://www.centredelagravure.be/




HLE 21
The hit listed HLE 21s and their last reported working on Haltelink.

https://track.haltelink.be/nmbs.html

2115 27/12/21 [At Antwerpen Schijnpoort]

2123 18/02/22

2131 17/02/22

2139 25/01/22 - Looking very rocky and may have gone.
2149 18/02/22

2154 18/02/22

2160 Had a minor collision at Lede on 10th December 2021. The locomotive is
currently sat on Melle Depot and is unlikely to be repaired.

We do know that 2115 has gone and is still in residence at Antwerpen Schijnpoort. Seen
here in a nocturnal photograph by Sam Geukens on 7th February.

As you can see, houses back onto the sidings at Schijnpoort and there are plans to move
the depot to another site in the Greater Antwerpen Area and turn the depot into a park.

The one problem with rolling stock depots is they are busiest a night when the stock
comes in for servicing. However | suspect the sidings were there before the houses and
everyone moving in, knew they were moving next to a rolling stock depot.


https://www.nieuwsblad.be/cnt/dmf20211210_97875761
https://track.haltelink.be/nmbs.html

We have a bit of a theme developing here of nocturnal photographs of demic 21s!

It may be that some parts may be taken from 2160 and used on one of the hit listed 21s
to keep it going. For example one of the hit listed locos may be sat on wheels that are
close to scrap size. Melle may undertake a bogie swap and keep a loco running.

All 2160 did was hit a car on a level crossing in Lede on 10th December 2021 and yet
this minor damage is enough for the loco to go in the skip.

https://www.nieuwsblad.be/cnt/dmf20211210 97875761



https://www.nieuwsblad.be/cnt/dmf20211210_97875761

TRAXX

| have altered all the TRAXX Revision Dates from 2015/16/17 to orange as some may
have been revised. Certainly the TRAXX belonging to Alpha trains have been going into
Brugge and getting a revision. They have also been getting an Electric Usage Meter
fitted as well.

| have also altered the TRAXX belonging to Railpool that Lineas use as again | do not
know about them. The problem is that things are happening and are not getting
reported. Covid has stopped a lot of what went on normally occurring and hopefully 2022
will see lots more Revision Spotters coming over now that most of the travel restrictions
have been lifted.

| also had another read of the TRAXX article in German language version of Wikipedia. A
correspondent had queried that | had asked “Why did NS not buy forty five TRAXX with
P160 bogies when they bought their fleet?” He had looked on the Elektrische
Drehstromlokomotiven web site and seen that the Class 186s that NS bought [186 001
to 045] were classified by them as F160 locomotives.

F140 MS(2E)

According to the manufacturer's designation "F140", these are freight locomotives with a
nose suspended traction motors, but in the course of development in 2007 the
maximum speed permitted for Germany and on the HSL Zuid was subsequently
increased to 160 km/h. These locomotives are still only approved for speeds of 140 km/h
in Austria and Poland, for example, and the "140" has been officially retained in the
designation TRAXX F140.

TRAXX AC3

With the TRAXX-3 locomotives there is a new front end which is a GRP module mounted
on the locomotive body. In addition, for the first time, the locomotives were prepared ex
works for the installation of the ETCS train control system. Innovations concern the
available bogies: In addition to the previous variants "F140" (with nose suspended
traction motors and approval for a maximum of 140 km/h) and "P160" (with hollow shaft
drive and approval for a maximum of 160 km/h), the TRAXX 3 locomotives are officially
also offered as variant "F160" (with hollow shaft drive and approval for a maximum of
160 km/h).

The TRAXX P160 locomotive was designed for passenger transport at speeds of up to
160 km/h. It can be adapted for speeds of 200 km/h by changing the gear ratio. The
major structure difference compared to the TRAXX F140 variant is suspending the
mechanical drive system. With the TRAXX F140 locomotive the traction motor and the
gear partially rest on the axle (“nose” suspension) and partially on the bogie, with the
TRAXX P160 AC locomotives, the traction motor and the gears are entirely suspended on
a hollow shaft which “covers” the wheelset. The advantage of using this alternative
manufacturing method is it reduces the non-suspended load which accentuates the
dynamic impact, especially at high speeds.

If you look at the pdf which comes with this Ramble, “Design of a Wheelset Drive” page
16 “Traction Drive of Electric Locomotives” this will fill you in with all you need to know.

| do not intend to keep on too much with this TRAXX question as it is getting quite
technical. It is not helped by the somewhat erratic translations from Deutsch into
English.



HLD 51
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5146 is seen here on 24th October 2017 loading ballast in Morroco in a photo by Pierre
Herbiet. | am sat here on Wednesday night writing this with Storm Dudley blowing
outside and the rain being lashed against the windows. Then | look at this beautiful sky
and all that warmth....

He writes that “Les 5101 et 46 sont toujours au Maroc garée prés de Kinitra . La 01 est
gravement avariée a la génératrice principale et la 46 fonctionne mais ne roule pas
faute de travail.”

The 5101 and 46 are still in Morocco parked near Kinitra. The 01 is severely damaged to
the main generator and the 46 works but does not roll for lack of work.

More of Pierre’s Moroccan photos are here - https://flic.kr/s/aHskyjVC4B

7= Norichten aus Letzebuerg

HLE 18

Graham reports that the HLE 18s have resumed service into Luxembourg after a brief
pause.


https://flic.kr/s/aHskyjVC4B

€& Nederlands Nieuws

After my comments last week about the Nederlands being built on an ancient tidal
estuary, Marc has sent in some interesting information.

Indeed the Dutch railways are mostly built on soft ground.

See picture of derailed 2279 at www.klassiekebeveiliging.com/seinhuizenHw.htm and
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Railway_accident_near_Halfweg (1972)

In general, the sandy layers are not the problem, but the watery clay and moor / peat
layers in between.

With weight at the top, the water is pressed away from the soft layers and the track
becomes unstable.

The solid underground can be rather deep in some places, like in the Gouda
neighbourhood, at maybe 40 metres below our national water level.

Maybe you know that prior to building the railway track there, the moor-like soft ground
had to be dug away and the resulting canal filled up with sand. Then the heavy sand
pushed away the moor sideways into the swamp and more and more sand had to be
dumped there. That is why the NS bought a large sandy area near Maarn dubbed "De
Zanderij".

Same problem was encountered on other places too, but nowadays there are several
different approaches:


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Railway_accident_near_Halfweg_(1972)
http://www.klassiekebeveiliging.com/seinhuizenHw.htm

1. Using geo-textiles which prevent the dumped sand from being pushed down and
sideways.

2. Draining the soft ground layers by inserting vertical textile strips until these reach the
2nd, 3rd or even 4th layers of sand.

3. Along the track, vertical planks are driven in the ground to prevent the soft soil from
being pressed towards the sides.

4. Along the track, building deep concrete walls which are interconnected, also to
prevent sideways movement of soil.

5. Pile driving and topping the piles with a concrete slab.

6. Building a concrete (open) tunnel which floats in the watery soft soil.

| remember having read that the last two methods were applied for the HSL-Zuid in the
"Groene Hart" area (NW of Gouda).

In the South East of the Nederlands there are thinner layers of soft soil between the sand
layers, so there are less problems. There was (or is) a stable test track between Blerick
and Helmond where NS tested loco's at high speed. In 1958 this high speed test track
allowed 160 km/h which was very useful for "Spoorslag '70" trains which would go more
frequently and faster. Also testing the interaction of pantograph and 1.5 kV overhead
wire at high speed required a very stable test track. The wind flow from the nose of the
loco had impact on the upward force of the panto, depending if it was the front panto or
the rear panto which was up. Especially the 1100 class (which the French dubbed
Balladeuses) needed research when average speed was upped to 120 and top speed to
140 km/h. If I am right, this was one of the reasons (besides more safety at impact) this
class got the concrete filled bulb nose to have some more (sprung) mass.

Near Tilburg you wouldn't expect such problems, but the heavy freight traffic at speed
caused vibrations which could be experienced at quite a distance away from the railway
line. This has not yet been rectified as far as | know.

Quite recently there were also soft soil problems on the Zwolle-Kampen line, where the
poles for the overhead wire were tilting and swinging when the electrics had replaced
the DMU's. Then the top speed had to be limited and so instead of 2 trains shuttling 3
were required. In the past when the line to Enkhuizen was electrified, there were special
large pole supports developed for stabilizing the overhead position over the track.

lain’s comment - The ultimate “lets build a railway across a peat bog” was the
construction of the Liverpool and Manchester Railway across Chat Moss in the late
1820s. This was the first time it had been done as the Liverpool and Manchester was the
world’s first main line railway. It is all still there 194 years later and in daily use.

“Heather bundles, brushwood mattresses and timber hurdles 2.4-2.7m long and 1.2m
wide were placed in layers to form the raft. Botany Bay Wood was purchased as a source
of timber for the work. Ballast, sleepers, chairs and rails were then fixed over the timber
base. Old tar barrels were joined end-to-end to make wooden culverts to drain the two
parallel side ditches 14.6m apart.”

http://engineering-timelines.com/scripts/engineeringltem.asp?id=1150

Here is a brief You Tube film of Chat Moss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ngAHQL38Kxo

The railway over Chat Moss was electrified around ten years ago. They used 14 metre
long piles to mount the catenary posts on. See this article and the section “Chat Moss
Challenge”. The track itself is quite bouncy when a train goes over it but the more
modern catenary, will not be....

https://www.railengineer.co.uk/electrifying-liverpool-manchester/



https://www.railengineer.co.uk/electrifying-liverpool-manchester/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nqAHQL38Kxo
http://engineering-timelines.com/scripts/engineeringItem.asp?id=1150

NS TRAXX

Tim May has sent this shot in of newly revised 186 214. You do not need to be a rocket
scientist to work out which bits has been revised.

Frank sent in this information on revisions he has seen recently.

186 001 REV MST 19.04.2021
186 004 REV MST 25.03.2021
186 006 REV MST 01.07.2021
186 008 REV MST 22.07.2021
186 018 still has no new date (last sighting about two weeks ago)

186 112 REV BTB 09.06.2021
NSR Units

SNG
3023 is out of service following a collision on 16th January.

SGM
Scrapped: Bkl 2977, Bk2 2979, AB 2979 (15/02/22)

DM 90
It was reported on SOMDA that 3401, 3414 and 3419 were moved to the Carbooter

Terminal on 12th February by 9901 and 712 [for the last mile].



Blast From The Past

This really is a blast! Only 40 years ago... NS 1009 is ready for the Bergland Express at
Den Haag Centraal . 26 February 1982. Photo by Aad de Meij

Another Aad photo is this one from 56 years ago! On January 18th 1966 a Motor Post
stands at a snowy Den Haag Holland Spoor. Left is 1212.

™

© Aad de Meij




A Little Blast From The Past

This week’s little blast is 228 and is seen here at the SSN Rotterdam Noord taken on 7th
July 2009.

Photo by Glos Old Spot

228 was built by Werkspoor and is Works Number 678 of 1935.
Owner - Stoom Stichting Nederland [The Nederlands Steam Trust].
Location - Rotterdam Noord (Goederen).

Information from http://locomotor.nl/index.php/locaties/



http://locomotor.nl/index.php/locaties/
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Not saying it's windy

but my wheelie bin is
on a speed awareness
course next Tuesday

1

GARDEN CLEARANCE SALE

6 trampolines

21 fence panels (various sizes)
45 Marley roof tiles

Half a shed

Contact me for prices

UPDATE....correction only 4 trampolines..2
have moved on

NEW STOCK ARRIVING EVERY 5 MINS!L..



 Charlie says " Always hide if
you see a West Ham player! "




NOT SURE IF HE IS GONNA

Have a nice week

Zain



