
 The Ramble 379 - 15/11/21
The next Rambles will be on:-

Monday 22nd November
Monday 29th November
Monday 6th December
Monday 13th December
Monday 20th December

No Ramble on 27th December as it is Christmas week.

Monday 3rd January 2022 [which having looked properly is actually a Public Holiday for a
lot of us as it is a lieu day for New Year’s Day which is a Saturday].

Krokusvakantie

Booked my next trip on 11th November. Used up my Eurostar e-voucher and treated 
myself to Standard Premier on the way out to Rotterdam on 24th February 2022. I have 
gone for Standard on the way back on Monday 7th March 2022. I will allow time in 
London for a bite to eat and a gargle with hopefully a Class 91 both ways again.

Staying at the Ibis in Leiden where I got a good price [@£50 per night]. As always, 
everything is refundable and we will see what 2022 brings. I usually stay at the Ibis as I 
need to be down the station early for the Krokus Train. This train is not running in 2022 
but Leiden is a still a good place to be.

The last time I went over for Krokusvakantie I flew and there was bad weather and the 
morning flight did not run to Leeds/Bradford. This meant I was nearly bumped off my 
afternoon flight by those who were still there from the morning. I would have happily 
gone for the late flight but I was not told until I was well airside what the situation was. 
You do not get that problem with the train.

As for infection rates, we all seem to be in the same boat in Western Europe. I have seen
or heard very little personally of Covid recently. It seems to be happening everywhere 
else but I still am taking things seriously. So I have booked now and if the trip goes tits 
up, then I will postpone my Eurostar and cancel the hotel. I will then book another time.

I will also be booking leave for the Bocq fortnight in August. Hopefully I will be able to 
get there in 2022 

Skiing Generally

I do wonder what the demand will be for skiing. If Covid continues to take off then what 
sort of season will there actually be? Will people leave it for another year bearing in mind
that the Covid Pandemic started in Europe in the ski resorts and then was taken back 
home at the end of the holidays.

From the BBC - “As of 1 November, Austrians will have to show 3G passes to go to work. 
And this winter they will also have to show the certificates if they want to go skiing. 
Passes will be checked when people buy tickets for the ski lifts. And there are even 
stricter plans for après-ski, where antigen tests will no longer be accepted - only a 
vaccination certificate, proof of recovery or negative PCR test result will do.”



Belgische Nachrichten
Nouvelles belges
Belgisch Nieuws

HLE 13

Interested in the Intermediate Revision dates on 1304#, 1310, 1327 and 1339#.
[# In Salzinnes Works].

1304 was at Salzinnes Works for a Grand Revision and was seen outside Salzinnes
Works on 2nd November. I do not know if this loco went to Antwerpen Noord
before being sent back. The loco is now at Salzinnes for fitting with ETCS.

1308 is out of Salzinnes Works and back at Antwerpen Noord for a bit more attention.
1315 caught fire on 4th September and is in Salzinnes Works for repairs. 

Due out in January 2022.
1336 is in Salzinnes Works for fitting with ETCS.
1339 is due at Salzinnes Works for a Grand Revision today [15/11/21.

The loco should be finished for Christmas.
1344 is in Salzinnes Works for fitting with ETCS.

HLE 18

Graham reports:-

On 7th November 2021, 1856 was on test with a DIT 1352 between Luxembourg and 
Arlon. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IB3-cBrRM40 

At the moment only 1807, 1862, 1873 and 1896 are cleared for Lux for the 2106-2133-
21114-2141 diagram, though two of those are presently in Salzinnes. Maybe this is a 
prelude to a more general clearance of 18s into Lux in time for the Dec T/T change?

HLE 28/29/186

186 260 is with Lineas and is expected to be with the company until the timetable 
change in December 2021. 

HLR 77/78

7711 has gone to Jacko Fijn Techniek in Zutphen (NL) for a R2 revision.
7787 is in Salzinnes Works being fitted with TBL1+.

Class 193 Vectron

Current situation concerning the DB Vectron locomotives:

D/A/I/CH/NL/B: 193 318, 324 & 325, 327 to 338, 341, 342, 344 & 353.

D/A/B/NL/HU/PL/CZ/SK: 193 360, 366, 370, 376 & 560.

It is probable that DBC 193 300/301/31/70 have the B package. However the locos may 
not have entered Belgium yet and the B is still crossed out.

193 326 is no longer allowed in Belgium due to an update.

193 560 is no longer allowed in Poland due to an update.

Thank you to all of the people who supply the updates.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IB3-cBrRM40


A quality photograph by Patrick Timmermans taken on 9th November and posted to Trein
en Station Vroeger en Nu (Train et Gare d'aujourd'hui et d'autrefois) on Facebook. 
Taken from the 8th floor of a housing block showing Mortsel Station [where the train is] 
and Mortsel Deurne Steenweg Station [bottom right corner].



AM/RM 75

It looks as if the last serviceable Red Pig Nose has gone for Modernisation today 
[15/11/21]. Photo by Kris Meersman and posted to Trein en Station Vroeger en Nu (Train 
et Gare d'aujourd'hui et d'autrefois) on Facebook.



5922

The turbo charger was refitted to 5922 on 11th November 2021.

Photo by Tubize 2069 vzw and posted to the group’s page on Facebook



Class 66

Bart took this picture on 11th November of 513-10 on the top of a Move Container Train 
bound for Antwerpen, passing at Aarschot. This loco has worn a number of liveries in her
career but this one is very beautiful as long as it stays clean. I guess we have 4 blue 
Class 66 (PB09 RTBCNL / 653-10 RTX / PB13 HSL-P) running so far here in Belgium.

 Nederlands Nieuws
NSR Units

ICM

Scrapped - 4051
Withdrawn - 4024 (the mBDk car is now in 4034, replacing the original mBDk), 4087

SNG-2

In Service - 2774

SGM

Scrapped - 2947

This leaves four three-car (2952 - 2988 - 2953 -2945) and five two-car (2145, 2116, 
2123, 2131, 2114) at the TMA terminal. At the current rate of scrapping these should be 
gone by the end of the year.

Class 186

A photo has appeared [see here] on Facebook on Monday 15th November of 186 237 
and 186 238 being prepared at Watergraafsmeer for return to Akiem.

https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=2466414860160925&set=gm.3055156288065044


Class 1700

Class 1700 availability is quite low at the moment [14/11/21] and this may have caused 
193 766 to work IC147 to Bad Bentheim on Saturday 13th November 2021. The situation
is not expected to improve until Tuesday 16th November.

1739 - 140 - just off maintenance
1744 - Maastricht - defects
1745 - Maastricht - maintenance
1746 - Maastricht - defects
1750 - Maastricht? - defects
1752 - 140 - in service
1761 - 140 - in service
1765 - 140 - in service with defects

Class 193

On 14th November 2021

193759 - 420 - in service
193766 - Zaanstraat - reserve

I wrote in Ramble 377 – Monday 17th October 2021

If NS are going to get two more Vectrons for this service and have 
them stickered up into NS Livery, then things are going to have to 
happen quite quickly now. I expect the numbers to emerge from the
mist sometime in the near future, especially if they are going to run 
test trains before the train starts in eight weeks time. 

Indeed the mists parted for Madame Simona at Railcolor on 9/11* and the two new ones 
were announced as 193 263 and 193 733.

However someone messed up big time because the nose vinyls for 193 733 were applied
to 193 263! If you look at the photograph below it say 193 733 on the front but the EVN 
bar says something different.

Photo from Railcolor and I have attached it to the e-mail as a photo so you can zoom in!

* Always found Americans very touchy about 9th November, don’t know why.



Loco Hauled Passenger Trains On The Betuweroute

The Night Jet was rerouted via the Betuweroute last weekend. On Saturday there was 
no traffic controller [signalman?] for the Utrecht - Arnhem line which had happened 
before. It was predicted that the same would happen on Sunday evening but this later 
changed to Sunday morning. Probably the Controller for the morning shift moved to the 
evening shift as there was a broken rails at Bunnik, preventing traffic anyway. The ICEs 
and Night Jet were diverted via the Betuweroute and due to construction work near 
Amsterdam, were also diverted between Utrecht and Amsterdam and travelled via 
Hilversum.

[Like everywhere, there are staff shortages. Young people don’t want to work shifts and 
weekends and so we have ageing workforces across the board in a lot of industries and 
businesses. See here for issues specifically related to the Utrecht Control Centre. 
Our ageing society also does not want immigration either and votes accordingly. 
We are also in the middle of rapidly rising Covid infection rates in Western Europe and 
just because you are a workin’ for the railroad, does not make you, your colleagues and 
your family members immune. The problem is with large Control Centres is that if one 
person brings Covid, or any other virus, in, it then runs rampant among the staff who are
all concentrated in one room. The Dutch are just starting another lockdown 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-59274688 and this is not being done because 
the Dutch Government likes a laugh].

On Saturday 6th November NJ 421 was spotted at Arnhem Zuid (with 193 759?) and 
Sunday NJ 420 was seen at Meteren. These are the first loco hauled normal passenger 
trains on the Betuweroute freight line. 

It is said that this coming weekend it will happen again but this time these are planned 
diversions as there are engineering works between Utrecht and Arnhem. 

https://www.ns.nl/en/travel-information/maintenance-on-the-tracks/ 

Maintenance

Utrecht Centraal - Rhenen
Utrecht Centraal - Ede-Wageningen – Arnhem C.

When - Saturday 20 November 00:00 to Monday 22 November 01:00

Extra travel time +30 minutes

Consequence
Door werkzaamheden: tussen Utrecht Centraal en Ede-Wageningen rijden er bussen en 
tussen Utrecht Centraal en Rhenen rijden er bussen.

Alternative transport - Er rijden bussen [good old Bertie!].

If you look on the NS Maintenance page it also mentions the international trains.

The Sunday morning inbound NightJet is given a hour between Arnhem and Utrecht 
[08:44 / 09:51] and the Sunday evening outbound is also given a hour between Utrecht 
and Arnhem [19:36 / 20:38].

https://www.ns.nl/en/travel-information/maintenance-on-the-tracks/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-59274688
https://www.treinreiziger.nl/verziekte-werksfeer-bij-prorail-utrecht-oorzaak-van-treinuitval/


 Norichten aus Lëtzebuerg
Class 3000

Graham reports that “Fire victim 3012 is now dumped in the yard at Howald. This would 
suggest that the assessment of the damage has now been completed. “

A Little Blast From The Past
These photos have been sat on the back burner for far too long now! A wee while ago 
Philippe sent me some photos of Siks and what I am going to do is run a season of Little 
Blasts From The Pasts.

To be a little fringe I am going to do them in order as well.

First one up is 122 and is seen here at Goes on 30th September 2017.

Photo by Philippe De Gieter

122 was built by Werkspoor and is Works Number 615 of 1931.
Owner - Stichting De Locomotor
Location is Museum Stoomtrein Goes Borsele, Goes

Information from http://locomotor.nl/index.php/locaties/ 

http://locomotor.nl/index.php/locaties/


 Other
 News

A New Film [for a British Audience]



Nan Bed





Have a nice week

Iain


