
 The Ramble 378 - 08/11/21
The next Rambles will be on:-

Monday 15th November
Monday 22nd November
Monday 29th November
Monday 6th December
Monday 13th December
Monday 20th December

No Ramble on 27th December as it is Christmas week.

Monday 3rd January 2022 [which will be the first day back at work for most of us].

It has started here in the UK with Christmas music reportedly being played and a tree 
put up in Leeds Station [although it is unlit].



Holiday Fun
I will be doing a separate report on the train part of the holidays.

St Pancras Eurostar

When I arrived at St Pancras at 13:30 on Sunday 24th October, it was a bear garden. The
queue was horrendous. The automatic gates were not working and so everyone had to 
be checked manually. The UK Border Control scanned the passport.

The EU Passport Control is manned by the French Police. If your Vaccination Certificate is 
on your phone then you hold this up to a QR reader. I handed my paper copy over and 
the lady stamped my passport and handed everything back. The paper NHS Covid Pass 
was not scanned.

Belgium Passenger Locator Form

I filled in the Belgian Passenger Locator Form and got back my pdf. The e-mail said:-

“Thank you for filling in the Passenger Locator Form and we wish you a pleasant arrival
in Belgium. 
Attached you will find a document containing a QR code as well as a summary of the 
information entered in the electronic form. This QR code must be presented to the 
carrier on departure or, if you are travelling by road, to the authorities responsible for 
border control.
If you need to do anything further, you will be informed.”

I knew that I needed to have a PCR test straight away and one on Day 7. If I were 
Belgian this test was free but I had to pay €41 per test.

I did not get a text, an e-mail or a telephone call. Apparently it is not unusual to get your 
text until after you have arrived. All the Police, manning the Border at the Eurostar 
platforms, wanted to see was a Belgian Passenger Locator Form. They did not look 
closely at it, scan it, or ask you to scan it, just that you had one. It could have been in 
the name of Mickey Mouse or indeed your next door neighbours thirteen year old 
granddaughter.

So I arrived, went to the hotel, had some food and went along to the test centre in the 
old railway offices at Brussel Zuid Station. It was dysfunctional. I had my Belgian 
Passenger Locator Form but the staff did not scan this and wanted the number that 
should have been on the text. I had no text and so no number. They took down my 
details and I had a PCR test but nobody would take my money.

The following day I went out twice to get food and waited in my hotel room from my text 
to say I was OK to go. It never arrived and looking back I wonder if the staff did not do 
something wrong on purpose. I know that some people have been telephoned to check 
they are quarantining and my hotel was only five minutes walk from Brussel Zuid 
Station. So I was not going to risk it on my first day.

When I looked closely at my Belgian Passenger Locator Form I found I had made a 
mistake. 

The form asked where have you been for the last 14 days? When I filled it in I remember 
putting 24/02/20 to 24/10/21 which is the time I had been in the UK. The computer 
rejected this and I have mistakenly inputted 22/10/21 instead of 10/10/21. The computer
has not asked where were you for the other 12 days but accepted the UK for two days or
48 hours. If you have been away for 48 hours, or less, you don’t have to test…….



So there is a glitch in the software. What it should have done is ask me where I was for 
the other 12 days and this would have alerted me to the fact that I had put the wrong 
date in.

Test In The Nederlands

On Tuesday 26th I got on the 08:44 Brussel Zuid to Amsterdam and went to the 
Nederlands. Whilst there I went and got tested. If you want to go into a restaurant or a 
gig you need a recent Lateral Flow Test. I used my quarantine time to look up a few 
places. One stood out in Rotterdam [having just checked, it looks to have closed]. 

Testservice.NL Rotterdam - Hoevestraat
Hoevestraat 33B, 3033 GB, Rotterdam

Out of the back door of Rotterdam Centraal, cross the road and walk up. - third on the 
left. The test centre is in a suburban street and looks to have been a shop at one time 
with flats above. The lady in the centre was very helpful, took my details and 
administered the test. Rotterdam was in complete and utter contrast to the 
dysfunctional shambles at the Brussel Zuid Centre. Result to my e-mail inbox in 15 
minutes – job sorted.

Day 2 Test In UK

I tested myself when I got home [negative] and I went for my Day 2 test in Barnsley. I 
wanted to go somewhere and have it done there and then. So I went to this place in 
Barnsley. Warmly welcomed, it was efficient and the process administered by a friendly 
blonde thirty something lady with a very nice figure. Another negative test result and by 
the time I was over the County line, the certificate was in my inbox.

NHS COVID Pass

As most will know I have a printed copy. It was accepted in Luxembourg and in Belgium. I
did not try to use it in the Nederlands. Any device they have to scan it does not work. 
However, any place that asked to have a look at it saw I was double jabbed and more 
than welcome to come in. 

Mask Wearing

Mask wearing is virtually universal in Luxembourg. Generally very good in Belgium with 
some artistic interpretation in certain ethnic quarters. It falls away a little in the 
Nederlands especially in social situations where everyone is friends [I went on a Railtour 
for two stops].

Be prepared to come back to the UK and walk off your Eurostar to a world of no mask 
wearing. All the passengers on my Eurostar wore a mask and you go out into St Pancras 
and a world where you are the odd ball.

The whole thing is a bit of mess in Europe with lots of conflicting information. Hopefully it
will settle down by the time of my next trip.

The two things I have leant.

I do not have a smart phone. It is a deliberate thing as I know I will simply dick about 
with it all the time. So I have a simple mobile phone. The world is increasingly moving 
towards smart phones to the point now where you must now smart phone. If you do not 
have a smart phone you are becoming marginalised. So I will be getting a smart phone 
in the near future.

I would have been happier if I could have done a regular test on myself. I should have 
taken out a couple of the NHS testing packs and done myself at least every other day for
my piece of mind. Another free seven kit box came in through the letter box this morning
and I will be well armed next time, even if I have to pay for them.



Belgische Nachrichten
Nouvelles belges
Belgisch Nieuws

HLE 13

Interested in the Intermediate Revision dates on 1304, 1310 and 1327.
[# In Salzinnes Works].

1304 was at Salzinnes Works for a Grand Revision and was seen outside Salzinnes
Works on 2nd November.

1308 is at Salzinnes Works for attention to damaged caused by an internal fire on
3rd February and is now OK sometime in late October.

1311 is back in Service after fitting with ETCS and was seen outside Salzinnes Works
on 2nd November.

1315 caught fire on 4th September and is in Salzinnes Works for repairs. 
Due out in January 2022.

1336 is in Salzinnes Works for fitting with ETCS.
1344 is in Salzinnes Works for fitting with ETCS.
1345 “The Beast” is back in service after fitting with ETCS.

HLE 18/19

Interested in the Intermediate Revision dates on 1861, 1862# 1866#, 1873#, 1887# 
and 1902. [# In Salzinnes Works].

1862 is in Salzinnes for an Intermediate Revision and expected back late November.
1866 is in Salzinnes for an Intermediate Revision was expected back late October.
1873 is in Salzinnes for an Intermediate Revision and expected back mid December.
1887 is in Salzinnes for an Intermediate Revision and collision repairs.

Expected back in mid January 2021.

HLE 18s & 19s Left To Have An Intermediate Revision [2]

1807 Test Loco from October 2014 to November 2020.
1896 Test Loco from January 2019 to December 2020.

No indication on 1903 that it’s last revision was a RI2. If I had spent many hundreds of 
thousands of Euro on a Revision, then the repair place spending a few more Euros on a 
few stickers might be nice. Compare this to the Bombardier ones below.



HLE 27

2735 has returned to service.
2748 is at Salzinnes Works and sat on a Traverser Road. Stopped March 2021
2751 is at Kinkempois. Stopped August 2021 and being worked on.
2758 is at Salzinnes Works but is not being worked on. Stopped February 2021
2760 has returned to service.

HLE 28

Something that has been unreported is Bombardier Brugge starting to do revisions on 
the HLE 28s that are still in service with NMBS/SNCB. I am not surprised as they have 
been doing the work on the other ex HLE 28s that SNCB/NMBS has stopped leasing. 
2804 is in Brugge at the moment and at least 2807 [09/09/21] has also been done.

I assume the Revision at Brugge is a standard revision, wheelsets and other items which 
are replaced as well as fitting with an electric usage meter.

The side of 2806 / 186 198 [BTB = Bombardier Transportation Brugge]. Nice stickers as 
well showing a bit of pride.

HLD 55

5509 has been stopped on Schaarbeek since December 2020.
5514 has been stopped on Schaarbeek since January 2020 [correction].

Outside the front of the old depot at Schaarbeek were six stored locos presumably

5503/5505/5515/5529/5531/5535

5540 was also outside but away from the long stored ones.

Also seen last week was 5508 and 5537 in the active Infrabel stabling area. Both 5508 
and 5537 worked to Quenast on Wednesday 3rd November 2021.

At the rear of Schaarbeek old depot are 5518/5532/5539.



HLD 62

Interested in the Revision dates on:-
Blue – 6214#, 6216, 6243, 6249*, 6262, 6275, 6295# and 6329#.
[* Panels are blank/incorrect # In Salzinnes Works].
Yellow – 6247 [park], 6274 [park] and 6292* [* Panels are blank].

6202 is in Salzinnes Works for fitting with ETCS and a working third headlight.
6214 is in Salzinnes Works for an Intermediate Revision, working third headlight

and ETCS. Due out sometime around my Birthday – 12th May 2022. 
6216 has returned to service after an Intermediate Revision, working third headlight

and ETCS. 
6244 has returned to service after fitting with ETCS and a working third headlight.
6267 is in Salzinnes Works for fitting with ETCS and a working third headlight. It is also

getting repairs to some accident damage. Due out late November 2021. 
6295 is in Salzinnes Works for an Intermediate Revision, working third headlight

and ETCS. Due out sometime in November 2021. 
6299 is in Salzinnes Works for fitting with ETCS and a working third headlight.
6329 is in Salzinnes Works for an Intermediate Revision, working third headlight

and ETCS. Due out sometime in February 2022. 

To be called in for Revision in 2021 are 6214#, 6295#, 6305 & 6329#. 

For Store 6203 [end of 2021], 6292 [Autumn 2021] and 6328 [end of 2022]

6214 is seen here at Brussel Zuid on 7th December 2019 in a photo by Wesley Pieterse. 
Hopefully this loco will be out next Spring around my Birthday. Therefore the last HLD 62 
to get a Revision will be 6305.

In 2022 the only operational HLD 62 in yellow will be 6328.



75008 at Hasselt Depot on 25th October 2021 by Dirk Meyntjens. I like the light in this 
first photo.





 Norichten aus Lëtzebuerg
Class 188

The Belval Two are back in position in erm….. Belval!

Taken from the footbridge from the station into the very good shopping centre.

Two things – it wasn’t the best of days and I need a new camera!



 Nederlands Nieuws
NSR Units

ICNG

The end of the TRAXX and ICRm is getting closer…..

https://railmagazine.nl/ns-presenteert-icng-op-20-en-21-november/ 

The Intercity New Generation will be officially presented on November 20, 2021 and you 
can be there! The train in Rotterdam is accessible on Saturday 20 November from 12:00 
to 17:00 and Sunday 21 November from 10:00 to 16:00.

The train will be on track 15 at Rotterdam Central Station for two days. Of course the 
doors of the train are open and you can experience the different zones (silence, work 
and meeting) for yourself. Of course there is plenty of opportunity to take beautiful 
pictures of the train. After an extensive test program, the ICNG will start driving with 
passengers in 2022. Online registration is required to enter the train. You have 45 
minutes to view the train.

DM 90

3421/15/07/37 at the Shortlines Depot at Ostrow Wielkopolski on 23rd October 2021.
Photo by Nigel Pearson

https://railmagazine.nl/ns-presenteert-icng-op-20-en-21-november/
https://www.presentatieicng.nl/


SNG-2

The unit numbering of second order 4-car units (2751-2788) fits neatly as a continuation 
of the the first order (2701-2750). But the second order 3-car units cannot fit as a 
continuation of the numbering of first order (2301-2368) as the series would run beyond 
2399, and the 2400 series is already used by SLT units. Therefore the second series 3-car
units are numbered 3001-3050.

However the EVN numbering of 3001-3050 does continue in the same class series as 
2301-2368 (Classes 4980, 4981, 4982).

Therefore unit 3001, being the 69th 3-car unit, has EVN numbering…

94 84 4980 069 / 94 84 4982 069 / 94 84 4981 069

and the numbering continues in sequence (eg cars of 3023 are 091).

Delivered - 2776, Part of 3026 (the B-car was damaged and sent back to Spain), 3027

In Service - 2773, 3023

SGM

Scrapped -2113, 2941, 2965, 2983, 2985, 2989 and the Bk2 of 2969 (the other cars of 
2969 have already been scrapped).

Blast From The Past

Here we have 1801 at the old Liège Guillemins Station. Photo by Danny Moens.



11th November – Armistice Day



The British grave of the Unknown Warrior (often known as 'The Tomb of The Unknown 
Warrior') holds an unidentified member of the British armed forces killed on a European 
battlefield during the First World War. He was buried in Westminster Abbey, London on 
11 November 1920, simultaneously with a similar interment of a French unknown soldier 
at the Arc de Triomphe in France, making both graves the first to honour the unknown 
dead of the First World War. It is the first example of a tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 

The idea of a Tomb of the Unknown Warrior was first conceived in 1916 by the Reverend 
David Railton, who, while serving as an army chaplain on the Western Front, had seen a 
grave marked by a rough cross, which bore the pencil-written legend 'An Unknown 
British Soldier'.

He wrote to the Dean of Westminster, Herbert Ryle, in 1920 proposing that an 
unidentified British soldier from the battlefields in France be buried with due ceremony in
Westminster Abbey "amongst the kings" to represent the many hundreds of thousands 
of Empire dead. The idea was strongly supported by the dean and the prime minister, 
David Lloyd George.

Suitable remains were exhumed from various battlefields and brought to the chapel at 
Saint-Pol-sur-Ternoise near Arras, France on the night of 8th November 1920. The bodies 
were received by the Reverend George Kendall OBE. Brigadier L.J. Wyatt and Lieutenant 
Colonel E.A.S. Gell of the Directorate of Graves Registration and Enquiries went into the 
chapel alone. The remains were then placed in four plain coffins each covered by Union 
Flags: the two officers did not know from which battlefield any individual soldier had 
come. Brigadier Wyatt with closed eyes rested his hand on one of the coffins. The other 
soldiers were then taken away for reburial by Kendall.

The coffin of the unknown warrior then stayed at the chapel overnight and on the 
afternoon of 9th November it was transferred from Ste Pol to the medieval castle within 
the ancient citadel at Boulogne. For the occasion, the castle library was transformed into
a chapelle ardente.

The following morning the coffin was placed into a casket of the oak timbers of trees 
from Hampton Court Palace. The casket was banded with iron, and a crusader's sword 
chosen by King George V personally from the Royal Collection was affixed to the top and 
surmounted by an iron shield bearing the inscription 'A British Warrior who fell in the 
Great War 1914–1918 for King and Country'.

At the quayside, Marshal Foch saluted the casket before it was carried up the gangway 
of the destroyer, HMS Verdun, and piped aboard with an admiral's call. It was landed at 
Dover Marine Railway Station at the Western Docks on 10 November. The body of the 
Unknown Warrior was carried to London in South Eastern and Chatham Railway General 
Utility Van No.132, which had previously carried the bodies of Edith Cavell and Charles 
Fryatt. The train went to Victoria Station, where it arrived at platform 8 at 8:32 p.m. that 
evening and remained overnight. A plaque at Victoria Station marks the site.

On the morning of 11th November 1920, the casket was placed onto a gun carriage of 
the Royal Horse Artillery and drawn by six black horses through immense and silent 
crowds. The route followed was Hyde Park Corner, The Mall, and to Whitehall where the 
Cenotaph, a "symbolic empty tomb", was unveiled by King George V. The cortège was 
then followed by The King, the Royal Family and ministers of state to Westminster 
Abbey, where the casket was borne into the West Nave of the Abbey flanked by a guard 
of honour of one hundred recipients of the Victoria Cross.

The coffin was then interred in the far western end of the Nave, only a few feet from the 
entrance, in soil brought from each of the main battlefields, and covered with a silk pall. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Unknown_Warrior 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Unknown_Warrior




Also the civilians - ‘t Haantje Level Crossing Delft.



 Other
 News

Nice Jumper

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-somerset-58959930 

Hairy or Scary?

Not quite sure about this one. 

Here is regular Ramble reader
Adrian posing with a strategically
placed pumpkin. I think the only
thing that topped this was Daffy
posing in a mankini a few
Christmases ago.

If you are daft enough to put shit
like this on Facebook then I am daft
enough to publish in the Ramble.

Train trips will never be the same
again!

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-somerset-58959930






Have a nice week

Iain


