
 The Ramble 374 - 28/09/21
This Ramble is out late due to unforeseen circumstances.

The next Rambles are

Tuesday 5th October [due to my Liverpool Weekend]
Monday 11th October
Monday 18th October
Holiday
Monday 8th November

I have a cunning plan to get out of the UK at the third attempt! As always there will be a 
Plan B.

I have booked the 15:05 St. Pancras – Brussel Zuid Eurostar on Sunday 24th October and
return on the 16:00 Brussel Zuid – St Pancras on Thursday 4th November. My hotel is the
Mecure opposite Brussel Zuid and requested a room overlooking the railway. It looks at 
the moment that I will have to get a PCR Test in Brussels and then isolate until I get my 
results back. If I am Covid free then I am free to go on the bash and if I am positive then 
it is a lot of room service……

There will not be a Ramble on Monday 25th October or Monday 1st November 2021.

I am in Liverpool this coming weekend. Aiming to do a few pubs in Liverpool City Centre 
especially those with historic interiors before going to my hotel early evening. Sunday I 
am on the BLS Tour and Monday I am doing the Beatles Tour and may cover a museum in
the afternoon. If you are about, drop me an e-mail.

This is one on the list to visit, The   Philharmonic  , Hope St, Liverpool.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philharmonic_Dining_Rooms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philharmonic_Dining_Rooms


Belgische Nachrichten
Nouvelles belges
Belgisch Nieuws

Wallorail

I would advise everyone to keep an eye on this site as there is some very good up to 
date information on here. It is very much a photographic Ramble and worth having a 
look at.

https://www.wallorail.be/archives.html 

One thing that I did see was that one of the MW 41 cars from 4117 [?] has been 
dispatched for scrap.

The Bocq Railway

Christine wrote in that “we have published some pictures from the Bocq Gala.” 

https://www.cfbocq.be/index.php/fr/le-cfb-en-image/manifestations/journees-speciales/
201-14-15-aout-2021-la-fete-du-rail 

Cédric has also created some great Bocq News programmes for August that are 
available on You Tube.

They are Number 1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Vbp1Xi-OeY 

This features the Photo Safari

Number 2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9pL31D34HU 

Do note the information at 3:26, the Festival driver is photography – this is what floats 
the boats.

Number 3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u5AUd5UPMpU 

I did like the coupling up of the compressor on the locomotive to power the spray guns 
that were used to spray 5922 – clever that. This video also features the rain.

This one is Number 4 and is about the Bocq Festival

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7yBGNNiGfn0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7yBGNNiGfn0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u5AUd5UPMpU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9pL31D34HU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Vbp1Xi-OeY
https://www.cfbocq.be/index.php/fr/le-cfb-en-image/manifestations/journees-speciales/201-14-15-aout-2021-la-fete-du-rail
https://www.cfbocq.be/index.php/fr/le-cfb-en-image/manifestations/journees-speciales/201-14-15-aout-2021-la-fete-du-rail
https://www.wallorail.be/archives.html


This is a You Tube video by Gerry Denayer of the photo safari. It does show you what 
goes on during the run pasts. At 15:17 you can see the camp site where Bas and Pascal 
pitched up.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EojeREmnzb0 

What it does do is explain why the photographs taken by each photographer at the 
Photo Safari are very similar looking.

One thing I did spot was the Revision
Date on 5519 and did a screen dump
[Video Number 2 at 02:39]

Interesting as I photographed 5519 at Bauche on 15th August 2019. Being me, I made a 
point of fighting my way through the vegetation to get a photographic record.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EojeREmnzb0


Report for Sunday 26th September

Nick sent this in and it is a little mine of Information

I visited a few places yesterday on my way to the CFL works open day.

Salzinnes
By the traverser :
1330 shell sitting on accommodation bogies
6264 shell
1315
2748
Works yard in rows:
2142, 2152, 2158, 2146
7404, 5507, 6274, 6215, 6324
6211
2147 sitting in the single road shed next to the roadway at the top of the yard
An unidentified locotractor 
2 complete AR41 units and two half units, one with what looks like fire damage. 
Another 13 was parked around the back of the works near the river.

Ronet
6305 was stabled outside the Infrabel warehouse 

Ecore Aubange
8 class 11 locos visible on site intact along with some M4 stock and a couple of classic EMU cars 
and a shunter, likely an HLR82 which looks like it is actually in use. 

CFL
The works open day had BB3608 , 3011, 4007, 1806, 1604, the 2-10-0 and the old railcar on 
display inside along with a clutch of modern units and some on track plant 3012 was sitting 
outside with the roof of the main compartment sheeted over. 

The majority of the HLE 11s remain intact at Ecore at Aubange. I would have expected 
these to have been cut months ago. They are not easily visible from the normal viewing 
places.

1315 is at Salzinnes sat on the roads by the traverser. I would not be surprised if 1315 
does not move until 1308 is finished and 1315 takes its place inside the Works.

I did query 2748 as 2758 is also supposed to be there. It is 2748 as Nick kindly sent in a 
photo which is below. Then when I have looked back, 2748 has not done much this year 
and has been at Salzinnes since March 2021. So that is two GF Coupler HLE 27s sat out 
of service on Salzinnes.

I have a suspicion that some of the stored HLD 62s have recently been withdrawn and I 
am expecting a clear out of locomotives for scrap.

6305 may be the next one for Revision. 6216 is either nearly finished or is finished and 
6305 may be the next one in for a good rub down and overhaul.

3012 is the loco that had a fire back in March. 



1315 and 2748 sat on the Traverser Roads at Salzinnes Works on Sunday 26th 
September. Looks as if 2748 has been there for some months. Photo by Nick.

One from Danny Moens of 1312 + 1325 + 1341 at Bertrix on 24th September.



Lineas Stickers

I had a look at the Lineas locos that had not been reported as having had large Lineas 
stickers applied. I searched each loco on Flickr and Facebook to see if they had Lineas 
Stickers. 

Identified from photographs published on-line, 186 296, 455 and 457 all have Lineas 
stickers. I could not find any photos of 186 424, 451 or 459 with Lineas stickers. The 
most up to date photos were found using the search function on Facebook.

Having posted this Sion Rail, someone posted links to Flickr photos of stickered 186 451 
and 459. I then saw a photo of 186 296 with Lineas stickers.

186 296 on Facebook here .

186 451 https://www.flickr.com/photos/break302/51435249445/ 

186 459 https://www.flickr.com/photos/126584084@N05/51457886404/ 

This just leaves 186 424 from Railpool and the locos hired in from Alpha and Akiem 
which I didn’t think were going to get Lineas stickers.

Then I saw this on Facebook on Saturday afternoon…………….

Photo by Stijn Ternest and posted to Belgische treinspotters groep on Facebook.

There was the launch in June of the Lineas Clean Loc initiative where the locos were 
going to get a proper clean, get the Lineas Branding and BE KEPT CLEAN. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/126584084@N05/51457886404/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/break302/51435249445/
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10220848315177497&set=gm.4730705886973598


 Nederlands Nieuws
ICNG

3203 was returned to Alstom Salzgitter in Germany on Monday 20th.

Word on the streets is that any sets coming into the Nederlands from 
now on are the real deal and are no longer test sets.

3110 arrived on Thursday 23rd September and it will be interesting to
see what NS do with it. Will it be fully finished, for example, and if 
3110 is out and about very quickly after arriving. We may find, at 
long last, there is a scene change from test to acceptance.

If these real deal rumours prove to be true then the clock will begin to tick on the final 
replacement of the TRAXX and ICRm with ICNG.

Once the program of replacement starts the TRAXX and ICRm will go into hot store and 
be replaced by the ICNG. If there are problems, the TRAXX will come back out to play. It 
would also make sense for there to be rotation among the ICRm sets to keep things 
going.

The plan was to keep the TRAXX and ICRm for up to a year. There is no way NS will have 
another FYRA fiasco, no way at all.

Watergraafsmeer is congested and there is not the space to accept new ICNG units, 
maintain the ICNG sets already in service and work on the TRAXX and ICRm sets.

Alstom have been building ICNG sets and there may already be a number ready for the 
off. Initially a number will be used for staff training and passenger tests but squadron 
service could be quite quick and brutal.

Do not assume that the green and grey Alpha locos will go first.

I think that currently Alpha have around nine ex-Belgian TRAXX in a spot hire/short lease 
pool. One reason why it is difficult to keep a track of who has what is that things change.
The ex-Macquarie TRAXX, that NS were using, have not found homes and are still up for 
hire. So there is not the demand for D/A/B/NL fitted TRAXX at the moment in Western 
Europe. Whether locos can be fitted for countries out east remains to be seen.

I suspect that once the ICNG are seen to be working fine and the chance of major 
problems occurring with them becoming more remote, then NS will start to take their 
TRAXX of lease. We may find that the Alpha lease is flexible and the Akiem one is more 
prescribed in when the TRAXX are returned. There may be a fixed return timetable with 
Akiem and if there are problems, then the Akiem ones go back on time and NS spot hires
in some TRAXX off Alpha to cover the shortfall.

The Amsterdam - Rotterdam/Breda train go ICNG first, followed by the Den Haag - 
Eindhoven trains later. NS cannot upgrade the timetable until all the TRAXX are off the 
High Speed Line and there will be a point of no return at a timetable change.

I expect the Benelux sets to be strengthened with spare ICRm cars from the Nederlands 
internal services.



Timescales

Originally the ICNG was expected to start in service on the Intercity Direct in December 
2021 with the Den Haag - Eindhoven route going over to ICNG in June 2022.

What needs to happen now is some complete production ICNG units need to arrive that 
are ready for service. In the original plan, there was to be some passenger testing in 
Summer 2021 and then the units were to be introduced between Amsterdam and 
Rotterdam/Breda in December 2021. So the first indication of things really moving 
forward will be when NS start passenger testing the sets. They are going to need 
volunteers and some of these people will be enthusiasts, so we will know that things are 
moving forward. The live passenger testing is young mums with buggies, mobility 
impaired people, blind people, kids, grannies and hopefully our roving reporter from 
Bilthoven. 

It is expected at the moment that the ICNG units will start passenger service in April 
2022. So they are going to need a number of ICNG sets for driver/conductor training and 
a number of sets for passenger testing. NS are going to need some production and 
finished five car sets and some eight car sets.

I expect, once the drivers and conductors are trained, NS to put one ICNG train out in 
service. Then a few days later another one. Let the trains rotate through the diagrams 
and keep on adding new sets when appropriate. I do not think they will big bang it, with 
TRAXX and ICRm one week and ICNG the next week. 

At the moment NS need @ 10 sets to operate the ICD between Amsterdam and 
Rotterdam/Breda. There are some diagrams that move between the ICD and the Den 
Haag – Eindhoven trains at the moment. With a surplus of TRAXX and ICRm coaches it 
should be possible to have more nine car sets and have all the Den Haag – Eindhoven 
trains on captive diagrams.

If I can keep the ICNG workbook updated then everyone will have a good idea of when 
NS have enough trains to be able to operate the trains they want to.

NS wanted to alter the timetable to make full use of the ICNG units in December 2022. 
The intention was that the Intercity Direct services would divert to Amsterdam South and
continue to Groningen, Leeuwarden and Enschede. This will now be at the start of the 
2024 Timetable at the earliest. The new timetable needs all the trains to be able to do 
200 km/h between Rotterdam and Schiphol and that means not having to use the 160 
km/h limited Class 186s at all.

The 700 [Den Haag - Groningen], 1600 [Schiphol - Enschede], 1800 [Den Haag - 
Leeuwarden], 2400 [Lelystad - Dordrecht] and 11600 [Schiphol - Amersfoort Schothorst] 
series trains will all be linked to the 900 and 1000 HSL services. The 3100 [Schiphol - 
Nijmegen] and 3500 [Schiphol - Venlo] will be extended from Schiphol to Leiden and 
beyond.

As soon as the Intercity Direct starts running to and from Amsterdam South, the Airport 
Sprinter will be put into use between Amsterdam, Schiphol and Hoofddorp. This will 
make loading at Schiphol a lot easier as the ICRm stock is not really suited for hoovering 
up crowds of passengers.

InterCity Direct will continue to run to and from Amsterdam Central Station in 2022.



Photo by Bart showing 3301 and 3302 sat on Schaarbeek.

Ian wrote in that 3302 has also been delivered and is currently in Schaerbeek Group R 
coupled with 3301. Be sure to check out instagram @icngtransportspotters or 
@nathanvanriet.

Does anyone know when 3302 arrived in Belgium?

Denis wrote in that he had just spotted this post on a Polish fb page.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/kolejowagrupa/permalink/5042512905765136/ 

It does not say which unit it is. As I have said up sheet, things are now moving and I 
expect a number of finished ICNG units to arrive in the near future. 

NSR Units

SNG-2

Delivered - 3024
In Service - 2768

SGM
Scrapped: 2936, 2973

Both of the scrapped units are the first to be scrapped from those that were initially 
stored for scrap at Amersfoort.

All those previously at Arnhem have already been scrapped.

Despite those from Dijksgracht being moved to the Houtrakpolder area before those 
from Arnhem and Amersfoort, nine units of those previously stored at Dijksgracht have 
yet to be scrapped - including several which were withdrawn in 2019.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/kolejowagrupa/permalink/5042512905765136/


Meal For Two

And Why Not?

Due to a late cancellation there was suddenly a table open in the nicest restaurant in 
Den Haag!!! Chris and Helga enjoy a meal for two on the tram.

https://www.hoftrammm.nl/en 

Hoftrammm is a tram restaurant. The vehicle drives through the streets of Den Haag, 
Scheveningen and Voorburg where you can enjoy a top 5-course dinner, prepared in the 
tram whilst on the move. 

[I do like happy photographs!]

https://www.hoftrammm.nl/en


Class 1600 and Dinner Train

1835 which is now known as 102001 is back in service on the Diner Train in Train Charter
[Railpromo] livery. Seen here at Amersfoort on Sunday 26th September in some photos 
by Bas Bonhoff.

As you can see, Railpromo still lives!





I suspect the wine menu will be reasonable but bloody Leffe as a beer with so many 
greats now in the Nederlands, let alone Belgium. Why do companies “do” wine but see 
beer as something they need to provide? 

Not many nibblers in this coach by the look of it.



Class 1600 and the Luxon Dome Car

This time it is 9903 or 1611 in old money.

I have been unable to find out why the Dome Car was in the Nederlands but it may have 
been some thing to do with Railadventure.

Photos by Bas Bonhoff.





There is also downstairs as well…..

The locomotive model makes me think this might have been a promotional trip.



Blast From The Past
186 237 is expected to have it’s last day in service with NS tomorrow, Wednesday 29th 
September before returning to Akiem.

The locomotive has had a varied career with time with NS working the CNL Train and a 
period of loan to NMBS/SNCB when it was also numbered 2845. Recently it has been in 
the ICD TRAXX pool.

Emerging from the early morning gloom is this superb shot of 186 237 working the last 
City Night Line train into Amsterdam. Taken by Herman Brüheimý at Driebergen-Zeist on 
Friday 9th December and from the Rail Magazine Foto Facebook page.



 Other
 News

Fuel Shortages

Many on here will
remember the run on
toilet rolls that we had
during the pandemic.

The problem is that BP sub contracts the haulage of it’s fuel out to Hoyer and Hoyer are 
not very good employers. Apparently, their rates of pay are not good and they allegedly 
treat their staff badly. So Hoyer’s drivers have been leaving for other employers which 
has meant that BP were not able to keep up supplies to their fuel stations. So it is only 
BP that has a problem and not the other companies who usually employ their drivers 
directly.

On 27 September 2021, i reported that the chairman of the Petrol Retailers Association 
said that the long-standing driver shortage was being effectively managed before the 
details of a confidential BP report, shared in a Cabinet meeting, were leaked to the press.
Following that, he said, the leak "was picked up by a main broadcaster and broadcast 
last Wednesday [22 September 2021]". That resulted, he said, in "panic buying from 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday and yesterday".

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2021_United_Kingdom_fuel_panic_buying 

All have a problem now as firstly people are panic buying and secondly there are 
problems actually getting the tankers to the filling stations as they, and the surrounding 
areas, a full of queueing cars. So it is taking longer to do deliveries which then means 
they cannot get even get their normal work done, let alone extra deliveries.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2021_United_Kingdom_fuel_panic_buying




This caused some fun as the reporters name is a play on words.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/business-58690136 

Have a nice week

Iain

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/business-58690136

