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The Ramble

The Ramble will now come out on a Monday evening.

The deadline for information will remain Sunday afternoon. 

The next Ramble will be Number 368 on Monday 26th July and then Monday 2nd August.

There will then be a break for my holidays.

No Shit Sherlock

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-57870778 

"They're killing people," Mr Biden told reporters at the White House on Friday. "The only 
pandemic we have is among the unvaccinated."

US health officials have warned that the country's current spike in Covid-19 deaths and 
infections is exclusively hitting unvaccinated communities.

Trip To Belgium and Nederlands in August

It looks highly, highly unlikely that I will be going to Belgium and Nederlands in August. 

The need to quarantine for 10 days in Belgium is now the last stumbling block and this 
may now go to the wire, as there is absolutely no point in going to Belgium to spend 10 
days in a hotel self isolating. I don’t want to spend ten days in a hotel and the hotel don’t
want me to be there either. How are they going to service the room, for example, and I 
will need feeding.

https://www.eurostar.com/uk-en/travel-info/service-information/coronavirus-and-eurostar-service 

AM I ALLOWED TO TRAVEL?

As of Friday 9 July, classification for the UK has moved from ‘very high risk’ to ‘red’ and 
the following rules now apply when travelling from the UK to Belgium.

You’re not allowed to travel to Belgium unless you are:

A Belgian citizen or resident

A non-EU/Schengen citizen or resident who has been fully vaccinated at least two weeks 
before travel and has an EU Digital Covid Certificate. Please note that Belgium does 
not currently recognise UK NHS vaccine certificates.

The partner of a Belgian citizen or resident. Or the child of a Belgian citizen or resident 
or their partner's child. You must hold an Essential Travel Certificate issued by a Belgian 
diplomatic or consular post.

DO I NEED TO TAKE A COVID-19 TEST AND TO QUARANTINE?

You are a Belgian resident:

If you have an EU vaccination or recovery certificate, you’ll need to get tested on day 1 
or 2 after you return from your trip. If you test negative, you can end quarantine as soon 
as you get your test result. Children under the age of 12 do not have to get tested.

If you do not have an EU vaccination or recovery certificate, you must quarantine for 10 
days. Get tested on day 1 and 7 after you return from your trip.

Please note: Belgian residents do not need to take a COVID test before travelling.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-57870778
https://www.eurostar.com/uk-en/travel-info/service-information/coronavirus-and-eurostar-service


You are not a Belgian resident:

If you have an EU vaccination or recovery certificate, you do not need to quarantine or 
get tested on arrival.

If you don’t have an EU vaccination or recovery certificate, you must do a PCR 
test no more than 72 hours before you arrive in Belgium. This test must be 
negative. On arrival in Belgium you must quarantine for 10 days and get 
tested on day 7. [The PCR test that I have to have 72 hours before I arrive costs £80 / 
€93 and then I have to have two PCR tests when I return at (£129 / €150). I do not mind 
the test before I set off, having one in Belgium before I come back and then doing one in
the UK, it is the quarantine that is no good.]

I live in Leeds in Northern England. So I have to get a train to London. I go for my PCR 
test here in the City Centre at £80 on Thursday 5th August. I get the train to London on 
Friday 6th and have a hotel booked for one night near the station. Hopefully my negative
result comes through there. What happens if it comes back positive? It is too late to 
cancel my Eurostar booking and then I will also have to cancel my hotel bookings in 
Belgium. Then I have to pay for a walk on fare for the train home and self isolate for 10 
days. Phone work, go on the sick and cancel six days leave.

In the run up to my trip we have infection rates that are going mental. I have been 
vaccinated but the chances of me being exposed to SARS CoV-2 are getting higher by 
the day. We have yet to see the spike from last weekend’s football gatherings and masks
are off from today. So the two week spike from “Freedom Day” will hit just about the time
I want to go. I may be asymptomatic but I will not know until I get my PCR test result.

Unfortunately when you have a Government that seem hell bent on pissing people off 
and "making a stand" for domestic consumption, these stands hardly endear us to our 
neighbours. Is the glass half empty or half full? For the tourist parts of the EU the glass is
half full as they want UK punters in their resorts. For those countries that are not not 
tourist based then then the glass is half empty and you lot can stay on Plague Island.

The whole point of the EEC/EU was to harmonise documentation so that one countries 
paperwork was accepted elsewhere. The EU has developed it’s own one stop Vaccination
Certificate and we have our own NHS one [accepted as proof of vaccination on the Isle of
Wight Car Ferry but not much use any where else]. Why should EU Countries accept ours
when we have just spent the last few years f**king them off? You wanted to do your own 
thing, well, get on with it.

With devastating floods to deal with and rising infection rates of their own, letting people
in from Plague Island is well down the Belgian Government’s list of things to do.

I work with a lot of Poles and Lithuanians who want to go back and see their families. 
There are Ramble readers who resident in Europe who would like to return to the UK and 
see their families. It is not just holidays.

I am just angry now.

So it looks like Plan B will be put into action. Seven nights in London and then travel up 
to stay with my dearly beloved Sister and get growled at for six nights before coming 
home. 



Bocq Gala 2021

Locomotives on duty will be residents 5183, 5205, 7305 and 7402. Invited and confirmed
locos are 5508 and a Class 66 from Rurtalbahn.

Trains will run between Braibant / Halloy and Evrehailles Bauche, the same as in recent 
years. I assume there will be a bus from Ciney to Spontin.

It looks as if there will be at least one winner for me in 5508. It is a shame as it is now 
highly unlikely I will be able to get there. 5508 is due to finish at the end of 2022 and the
loco might end up in the scrap yard before I can get to Belgium.

Has 5519 pulled a passenger train whilst the loco has been at the Bocq? I do not think it 
pulled a passenger train at last year’s very limited 2020 Festival. 5519 hauled some 
photo trains at the Fofo Safaris in 2020 but has 5519 haul a train with the photographers
riding behind?



Belgische Nachrichten
Nouvelles belges
Belgisch Nieuws

Major Rail Disruption

One of these “once in a hundred years” weather events that seem to be happening 
every other year has occurred in the eastern part of Belgium and western part of 
Germany. There was an enormous rain dump in the hilly areas of Belgium and Germany. 
The water runs off the hills into the valleys and what stops the flow are the towns and 
bridges over the rivers. What gets in the way, gets washed away.

The water arrives very, very quickly and consumes all before it. In the railways case, it is
the bridges that need examination and you can only do that when the water has 
subsided. Also with a lot of bridges to inspect, finding enough qualified staff to do the 
work is the first problem and then getting the staff to site is your second problem.

Ringing up Randstad and asking for 100 qualified bridge engineers who are conversant 
with Infrabel’s working practices and requirements ain’t happening. So the work has to 
be done by in house teams and some of those people, may have had damage to their 
property or even lost loved ones.



Examining bridges and structures is very important as these accident reports show.

The report on Lamington is very good. The bridge was examined and found to be OK and
a train was then allowed to go over it at 110 mph (177 km/h)! Subsequent investigation 
showed that the viaduct’s central river pier had been partially undermined by scour 
following high river flow velocity the previous day.

https://www.gov.uk/raib-reports/structural-failure-at-lamington-viaduct 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glanrhyd_Bridge_collapse 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Workington_floods 

https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/inverness/1766526/30-years-on-flashback-to-
the-day-the-ness-viaduct-collapsed-and-the-far-north-was-cut-off-from-the-rest-of-
scotland/ 

NMBS/SNCB Updates

These are very good and will be updated.

In Nederlands https://infrabel.be/nl/article/regenval-wallonie 

In French https://infrabel.be/fr/article/intemperies-wallonie 

As you will see below the railway line from Liège to Verviers and Welkenreadt has been 
worst hit and is not expected to re-open until the end of August. Line 3 is working so the 
ICE/Thalys can run and some domestic trains can run via Montzen.

https://infrabel.be/nl/article/regenval-wallonie
https://infrabel.be/fr/article/intemperies-wallonie
https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/inverness/1766526/30-years-on-flashback-to-the-day-the-ness-viaduct-collapsed-and-the-far-north-was-cut-off-from-the-rest-of-scotland/
https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/inverness/1766526/30-years-on-flashback-to-the-day-the-ness-viaduct-collapsed-and-the-far-north-was-cut-off-from-the-rest-of-scotland/
https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/inverness/1766526/30-years-on-flashback-to-the-day-the-ness-viaduct-collapsed-and-the-far-north-was-cut-off-from-the-rest-of-scotland/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Workington_floods
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glanrhyd_Bridge_collapse
https://www.gov.uk/raib-reports/structural-failure-at-lamington-viaduct


08 501 derailed at 5:30 a.m on Thursday 15th July. The accident happened near 
Lesterny, between Grupont and Forrieres on Line 162. 501 struck debris on the tracks 
left by the bad weather and the derailment caused significant damage to the 
infrastructure. This is why the line between Jemelle and Poix Saint Hubert will remain 
closed until 9th August.

Ce convoi DESIRO qui ne transportait pas de passagers est sorti des rails à l'aube à 
l'entrée de la gare de Rochefort-Jemelle, sur la ligne 162, causant d'importants dégâts à 
l'infrastructure, indique Infrabel.
L'incident s'est produit vers 05h30. "Le train a heurté des débris sur les voies en raison 
des intempéries", a précisé la porte-parole d'Infrabel, Jessica Nibelle.
Source: RTBF. 15 juillet 2021.

Photo by René Cnudde and posted to Trein en Station Vroeger en Nu (Train et Gare 
d'aujourd'hui et d'autrefois) on Facebook.



It does look as if 08 501 was fortunate to derail before it got here. The problem is the 
wires are up and the track remained in place, so there will have been no indication of 
any problems until 08 501 came along and hit one of them.

Märklin Philippe 15 July at 07:53 and I am not sure if he took them or they were passed 
on. Posted to Trein en Station Vroeger en Nu (Train et Gare d'aujourd'hui et d'autrefois) 
on Facebook.



Not a position of strength really, both metaphorically speaking and in practise. 

As this film shows, trains can “jump” quite a long way without rails but without ground 
underneath, perhaps not.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agznZBiK_Bs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agznZBiK_Bs




Verviers – Don’t forget that water will contain raw sewage, animal piss and a whole host
of other lovely things. No running water either, so no way of washing it off……….

Leptospirosis (Weil's disease) is what you can get from animal piss in water – lovely. 

Walking in water like this is very dangerous as you can get caught up in underwater 
obstructions and literally drown in sight of your own front door. This is why you wait to 
be rescued.

More scenes from Verviers
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?
vanity=mohamed.sridi.94&set=a.3033278693571638 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?vanity=mohamed.sridi.94&set=a.3033278693571638
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?vanity=mohamed.sridi.94&set=a.3033278693571638
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/leptospirosis/


Chaudfontaine

The water has flowed over the top of the railings here. The railway embankment has 
been eroded in the background. Post to HGBTF by DR fan » 17 Jul 2021, 15:35

Even in the photo above the water is still high compared to this normal view.



What looks to have happened here is that the culvert than runs under the railway has 
got bunged up with loose rocks being washed down the hillside. Then the water has 
simply washed over the railway and deposited a load of detritus on the tracks. You can 
see the parapets of the culvert next to the “9” km post [KM 107 900 on Line 37] in one 
of the Facebook films.

The films and photographs are from Facebook and were posted by Christian Voos. I think 
it is the Trooz end of the Chaudfontaine Tunnel and is some 250 metres down stream 
from the bridge photographs above. 

https://www.facebook.com/christian.voos.1/posts/4110484575685327 

https://www.facebook.com/christian.voos.1/posts/4110484575685327


Inside the bunged up culvert. This is the pile of rubble covering Line 37

This is a good article on Wikipedia which explains just how much rain fell.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2021_European_floods

According to the above Wikipedia article the majority of deaths in Belgium occurred in 
the town of Pepinster, on the banks of the river Vesder, where at least 20 houses 
collapsed and 23 of the 31 casualties in Belgium were found. 

Precipitation was most intense in the east of Belgium, with 271.5 millimetres (10.69 in)
of rain over 48 hours in the municipality of Jalhay in the Province of Liège. That is 271 
litres of water per square metre, which is a lot of water.

In the town of Spa, 217 millimetres (8.5 in) of rain fell over 48 hours.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2021_European_floods


HLD 55

These photos were taken by Yvan de Vulder and posted to Trein en Station Vroeger en 
Nu (Train et Gare d'aujourd'hui et d'autrefois) on Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/photo?
fbid=4492772797413960&set=pcb.2885936881667337 

5513, 5521 and 5536 at Keyser & Fils, 11 July 2021

https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=4492772797413960&set=pcb.2885936881667337
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=4492772797413960&set=pcb.2885936881667337


5508

The news that 5508 will be painted in TUC Rail livery has been the on-off news for a 
good year now. Then the news came through that the HLD 55s did not have too long to 
go and a HLD 62 would get the TUC Rail livery instead.

However in a field in Belgium……...

Photos on the PFT/TSP Web site

Here is a You Tube clip of 5508 working it’s first passenger train in this livery.

https://youtu.be/FcN8dm58xQ0

https://youtu.be/FcN8dm58xQ0


HLE 28/29/186

Maxim reports that 186 181, 186 254, 186 291, 186 500 & 186 505 have all received 
Lineas stickers today.

 Norichten aus Lëtzebuerg
Graham reports, 

CFL have announced that delivery of the first of the new Coradia EMUs has been delayed
with the first examples not expected now until February 2023. Delivery of the fleet of 34 
is now not expected to be completed before 2025.

Luxembourg Gare looks like a bomb hit it. The entire north half of the station is closed 
off, no trains to Sandweiler until December, no trains north on L10 until 7 August. On the
south side, platforms 1-4 are closed off, and the tracks 3 and 4 ripped up so they can dig
a big hole. Should be back in service by 26 July but no guarantees. Reduced service the 
whole week on all lines and already two major farces where they had to temporarily 
suspend all access to the Gare.

The 188s are back at Belval.

DVT 009 has had a collision and is covered by a tarpaulin. As the damage is to the upper
part only it is likely to have been caused by a tree or debris.

SNCB Desiro 8567 has been operating off of Arlon for the past 3 weeks.

All of the Luxembourg to Libramont IC shuttles that I have viewed since Friday have been
Desiro units. 1349 was stuck at Kleinbettingen all day Thursday but I haven't seen it 
since.

The miniature railway at Parc Merveilleux, Bettembourg has re-opened after rebuilding 
with a new 'CFL Dampflok':-

https://www.facebook.com/ParcMerveilleux/posts/794579261240847

<end>

AM/RM 08/5

Arlon Depot appear to have one of Charleroi’s AM/RM 08/5s on some form of loan. It is 
not an official transfer but one unit is stationed at Arlon. It has been 08 560 and now 
appears to be 08 567.

https://www.facebook.com/ParcMerveilleux/posts/794579261240847


 Nederlands Nieuws
NSR Units
SNG-2

Delivered - 2771
At the current rate of delivery the order should be completed by early June 2022.

SGM
Scrapped: 2119, 2137, 2982

Withdrawn Units 2144, 2942 and 2957 were moved by Strukton from Arnhem Berg to 
Houtrakpolder on 13th July.

Since the listing of withdrawn units in the previous Ramble, further research of historic 
reports has located those with no recent reports.
2114, 2945, 2937, 2947 were at Dijksgracht and have now moved on to Houtrakpolder.

All remaining units at Arnhem and Dijksgracht have been moved to Houtrakpolder.
The following withdrawn units are at Amersfoort:
2113, 2115, 2936, 2941, 2946, 2952, 2969, 2971, 2972, 2973, 2983, 2984, 2985, 2988, 
2989.

All other withdrawn units are at Houtrakpolder, except 2134 at the National Museum and
2135 with Prorail.

26 units remain in service working some services in the 5000/5100 series.
Since early July some units have been filling in on the 4800, 5400 series from 
Amsterdam to Zandvoort/Hoorn.

Friesenbrücke

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friesenbr%C3%BCcke 

Many will remember the Emsmoon hitting the
Friesenbrücke on 15th December 2015. As 
you find in these cases, it always helps to 
open the bridge before trying to sail your 
vessel through it. 

It would appear that a new bridge may be 
built now by 2024. When you think it only 
took six years to fight the Second World War 
and the sixth anniversary of the collision is 
this December, things have moved very 
slowly on the bridge front. 

When you think in six wartime years we developed a flying jet aircraft, an atomic bomb, 
the ability to mount massive seaborne invasions etc, etc. The Germans managed to build
a flying guided missile that flew into the upper reaches of the atmosphere in five years 
and yet they cannot build a new bridge in the same time.

Natty Video of how the new bridge will look. 
https://bauprojekte.deutschebahn.com/p/friesenbruecke 

https://bauprojekte.deutschebahn.com/p/friesenbruecke
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friesenbr%C3%BCcke


Border at Eijsden

Not only has Belgium and Germany been under water but some of the flat places have 
been as well. These photographs were posted by Prorail of the Belgian/Nederlands 
Border under water at Eijsden. The NMBS/SNCB/NL sign is shown but the actual Border is
where the tree is.

The Nederlands – Belgium Border runs straight ahead 
from here and crosses the railway at a 90° angle, so the 
actual border is not where the B/NL signs are. 

A lot of borders are marked by waterways and it makes 
sense for one of the railway administrations to take 
ownership of the structure and have the administrative 
border on plain line.



The Border is where the Line 40 sign is

This is probably at the Border looking towards Maastricht with the A2 Motorway in the 
background.



Blast From The Past

“Had these 2 beasts from Blankenberge to Brugge in early 90s. 2623 + 2307 on the 
Bkankenberge - Luxembourg Express”. Photograph taken by Robert Dale at Brugge.



 Other
 News

Is there a link here?



It is not just the people who suffer in all of this, but the animals have also had to bear 
their share of suffering and bad luck. Many, many beloved pets will have also died in the 
recent floods. Also a lot of farm animals will have perished as well – trapped in their 
barns and fields unable to escape the rising waters.

The Prorail photographer who took the above shots of the Border at Eijsden took this 
photo of a fox emerging from the water. 

It is a lovely photograph although the fox might not think so.

Have a nice week

Iain


