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The Ramble

The next Ramble will be Number 359 on Sunday 9th May 2021.

There will be a two week gap as I am busy on both the following two Weekends. If there 
is anything of importance then I will put something out. 

The next normal Ramble will be on Sunday 30th May which is another long Public 
Holiday weekend here in the UK.

Maurice Blancquaert born on 24th April 2021

 My Facebook feed consists of a lot of trains and some
 general stuff from friends and family. I do not get a lot
 of baby. So it is always very nice to see a Ramble
 contributor post a photo of their new born.

 Congratulations to Fien and Pieter on the birth of their
 son, Maurice.



Belgische Nachrichten
Nouvelles belges
Belgisch Nieuws

Lineas Buys Independent Rail Partner

https://railmagazine.nl/lineas-neemt-independent-rail-partner-over/ 

Lineas has bought Independent Rail Partner [IRP] which will bolster their presence in the 
Nederlands. IRP started off as a last mile operator in the Port of Rotterdam and has 
expanded from there. More recently IRP has been notable for the haulage of the Dolime 
train from Sittard to Veendam with the Railpromo liveried Class 1700s.

As follows of the Dutch scene will know there are a myriad of companies associated with 
IRP. Some have been sold to Lineas and some are remaining with the original owners. 
The three Railpromo liveried Class 1700s are not part of the deal but some of the other 
diesel locos are.

IRP did provide last mile services to other carriers and it will be interesting to see how 
they react to their last mile work being done by a competitor.

Alex Video

I’ve put together another video clip of Belgian and Dutch scenes at the turn of the 
Century. Hope you enjoy the scenes. Alex.

https://youtu.be/5SRRsYC3Chg

Haltelink Tracker

After a short period of time when it was not available, the Haltelink Tracker is back in 
service. For those that are unaware this is a program developed by a Belgian Enthusiast 
to enable you to type in a loco, coach or emu set number and find out what it is doing. 

https://track.haltelink.be/nmbs.html 

At the top of the page are links to enable you to see NMBS/SNCB as well as De Lijn buses
and trams and TEC buses and trams. You can type in Route and find out which vehicles 
are on it as well as being able to type in individual vehicle numbers. 

It does say on the NMBS/SNCB page.

Belangrijk! Spijtig genoeg zijn de gegevens van de NMBS niet altijd accuraat. De 
getoonde treinsamenstellingen komen dus niet altijd overeen met de realiteit. 

Important! Unfortunately, NMBS's data is not always accurate. The train compositions 
shown therefore do not always correspond to reality.

The buses are fitted with GPS and Haltelink I assume has tapped into the same 
information that allows real time updating of the bus stops. 

https://track.haltelink.be/nmbs.html
https://youtu.be/5SRRsYC3Chg
https://railmagazine.nl/lineas-neemt-independent-rail-partner-over/


Works at Kuringen

The bridge over the Albert Canal at Kuringen is now basically finished and trains are now
running on both tracks.

Here 4127 runs toward Hasselt on 26th April 2021 which was the first day of service. The
formation is that new the train is whipping up the dust off the newly laid ballast. The new
cycle path is complete over the bridge but it stops at this point. In the far distance 
behind the pile of stone is a bridge which will take the cycle path under Line 15.

At this point Line 15 from Mol joins Line 21A from Genk. 

The one thing I am surprised at is that Line 15 has not been electrified for a short 
distance. The wires are due here by December 2022 and so the lines here will have to be
closed again to wire in Line 15.

All the photos were taken by Johny Brauns and taken on the first day of service over the 
new bridge using both tracks. Kuringen Bridge 26th April 2021.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/johnybrauns/51145676434/in/photostream/ 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/johnybrauns/51145676434/in/photostream/


LINEAS Akiem 186 384 with the Curtici-shuttle at Kuringen travelling towards Hasselt.

4140 travels to Hasselt with a few more bicycle enthusiasts out to sample the vista!



HLE 13

1329 has a Revision Date of 12.02.21. Thank you to Danny for this.

HLE 28/29/186

2842 [186 234] goes off lease later in May.

A press release came out from Alpha in the week.

Seventy seven locomotives from Alpha Trains will be upgraded to ETCS Baseline (BL) 3 
Release 2 of which fifty five are Class 186 D/A/B/NL, eight are Vossloh G1206 and 
fourteen are Vossloh G2000 locomotives. All the Vossloh locomotives are homologated 
for Germany and the Netherlands. 9 Vossloh G1000 locomotives from Alpha Trains for 
operation in Germany and Luxembourg have already been equipped with ETCS Baseline 
3 Maintenance Release 1.

The fifty five are 186 111 to 125 [15] and 186 196 to 235 [40]. Perhaps Alpha are hoping
that these locomotives become more marketable with ETCS Baseline 3. 

Alpha Trains has contracted Alstom/Bombardier Transportation for the implementation of
the upgrade of the TRAXX locomotives. The upgrade to ETCS Baseline 3, Release 2 for 
the 22 Vossloh locomotives will be carried out by Alstom Belgium. I suspect that this 
work will be done at Brugge Works along with the TRAXX although they could rent space 
off B-Technics and do it at a depot.

AM/RM 75

Here is 815 looking a complete state on Monday 26th April at Mortsel.

Photo by Yves Hermans and posted to the Belgische treinspotters groep on Facebook.



Railtraxx

Quietly going about their business are the four Class 6400s that Railtraxx got from DB 
Cargo. Here 6475 is doing it’s thing in the Waaslandhaven in Antwerpen Docks on Friday 
30th April. Photo by Maxim Herman.



 Nederlands Nieuws
Class 186 

186 011 & 186 027 are at Maastricht for R1 Revision.
186 121 is at Brugge Works for RI2 with 186 112 expected to go within the next week or 
so.

I am interested in the Revision Dates on 

186 001, 004, 009, 010, 011#, 012, 013, 018✘, 019, 020, 021✘. 022✘, 023, 024, 026, 
027#, 028, 029, 030, 031✘, 032✘, 034, 035, 037✘, 038✘, 040✘, 041✘, 042✘, 044✘, 
045, 117, 120 and 121⚒.

# at Maastricht.
⚒ at Bombardier Brugge.
✘ date on the Revision Panel has not been updated.

Geoff’s Round Up

NSR Units

SNG-2

Delivered - 2766

SGM

25 units remain in service.
2139 and 2977 have returned to the service pool.

Nightjet

It has been reported on SOMDA that next Sunday, 9th May, the Nightjet will come to the 
Netherlands for a practice / test drive. The first official journey will be on Tuesday 25th 
May 2021.

I do not know if there are tests planned in Belgium before the start up.



6703

Still doing it’s last mile thing is 6702 [6391] seen here in this photo by Mathijs Verweij 
and posted to Rail Magazine [NL] on Facebook. 

LTE uses Railexperts 6703 from to operate to the P&O terminal in Rotterdam (Europoort).
Ships from the United Kingdom sail to here from Hull and Teesport [Middlesborough]. 
Some goods are transported onward by rail such as the Poznan shuttle to Poland. 6703 
takes the train from the dock to Europoort Yard where a Class 186 from LTE provides the 
traction going forward. 

The photographer had a conversation with one of the Security Guards who said that that 
due to Corona, the the next ship would only have 23 passengers on it including 19 truck 
drivers.

Other photographers said below in the comments that some of the Security Guards at 
the Terminal can be over zealous. This is partly down to the fact that some Security 
Guards can be a little bit over keen and as one poster pointed out, there are still illegal 
migrants trying to get in to the UK. I find this most surprising as why one anyone want to
leave the Nederlands illegally to come to the UK? 

Usually you would not normally be able to take a photo from this point.



Blast From The Past

Just over thirty years ago on 13th April 1991, together with Harry Bossink and Frank 
Rijsdijk, Roland Koving was on this tour using NS DE ll 168. 

The train set off from Arnhem at 08:30 and called at ‘s Hertogenbosch at 09:45 before 
venturing southwards. It dropped off at Utrecht at 21:15 and finished at Arnhem at 
22:00. 

The picture shows NS DE II 168 in the “desert” after a visit to Budel on the way back to 
Weert during a photo stop. 

Some of the comments on Facebook lament the ability to have photostops wherever and
be able to run tours like this in the first place. There are increasing restrictions in the 
Nederlands with more lineside fences appearing and stopping for a photostop in the 
middle of nowhere is now just a distant memory.

Meanwhile on the same day I was on the Solent Growler run by the Growler Group from 
Manchester to Southampton Docks.

http://www.sixbellsjunction.co.uk/90s/910413gg.htm 

People would love to be able to do either tour these days.

http://www.sixbellsjunction.co.uk/90s/910413gg.htm


 Other
 News

We have equally pointless notices at work. 



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebden_Bridge

“Hebden Bridge has attracted artists, and has developed a small New Age community. It 
became attractive in the 1980s and 1990s to lesbians as a place of mutual support to 
bring up children. As of 2004 Hebden Bridge had the highest number of lesbians per 
head in the UK.”

I assume the “reputation” of Hebden Bridge is what the note is alluding to. 

Have a nice week

Iain

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebden_Bridge

