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The Ramble

The next Ramble will be Number 353 on Sunday 28th March. Then 354 on Easter Sunday
4th April and 355 on Sunday 11th April.

Very quiet on the news front this week.

Census Day

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Census_in_the_United Kingdom

It is Census Day today, Sunday 21st March unless you live in Scotland and then it is next
year for you.

In addition to providing detailed information about national demographics, the results of
the census play an important part in the calculation of resource allocation to regional
and local service providers by the UK Government.

The problem is that certain ethnic groups have a habit of not filling the Census in, or
being evasive. The problem is that these groups tend to be more reliant on Council
services. These services are not funded as well as they should be, because people who
most need them, have not filled the Census in.

First Day Of Spring

It is also the first day of Spring.

Dobbie, Dobbie, Jab, Jab

Everyone else is posting their card.
Got my AstraZenica Vaccination
yesterday at my Doctor’s Surgery.
Very quick and very efficient. It is

just a shame that the efficiency does
not extend to being able to access GP

services in the same building using : a e :
the same rooms! | bt
Batch no: Date vaccine given: '

Public Health England gateway number. 2020311 Product code: COV2020311



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Census_in_the_United_Kingdom

SARS CoV-2

This could prove to be interesting. The Government has a habit of “floating” ideas to see
how well they go down.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-56467813

The one thing that is keeping people sane is being able to look forward to going on
holiday abroad. | bet a lot of people getting vaccinated with me were doing so with an
eye to going on holiday.

However people do not just go abroad on holiday. They go to see family and friends,
some have property abroad and some have business interests abroad. There are people
who have grandchildren abroad where the children are now having their First Birthdays
where Granny and Granddad haven’t seen them. | work with people from Eastern Europe
where they have not seen their surviving parent for over a year. Some of these parents
cannot have that long to go as the “child” is a Grandma herself.

| must admit | am now getting very fed up. | have been under lockdown now, like
everyone else in the UK, since early November 2020. Unable to travel very far, unable to
see people and unable to do things. The infection rates were going up and we lost
Christmas 2020, in my case the first time ever | had not seen my Sister on Christmas
Day. It was difficult but I, and a lot of other people, made the sacrifice for the greater
good. Easter 2021 has gone and | had hoped that | might be able to get abroad the week
after my Birthday in May. Booked two weeks off and any foreign trip has gone as well,
although | might be able to actually be able to go an stay at my Sisters for some of the
time.

If | find that my trip to Benelux in August goes as well then | really will have to consider
things. There is no point in writing a newsletter on railways abroad if | cannot get there. |
do appreciate that a lot of people like reading the Ramble but like me, it is a vehicle to
get them to better times. But if the better times keep on being taken off us, then really
what is the point?

| have used the Ramble as a bit of therapy in some ways. The time taken to write it has
helped fill the space that was being occupied by doing other things. | do know that some
people have looked forward to reading it as it offered a little oasis of normality in a mad
world. They like me are looking forward to travel again. There comes a point where the
therapy simply underlines how hopeless the situation is.

| am grateful that Covid has passed me by, | know a very few people who have had it
and only know of a handful of people who have died. | am grateful for all the hard work
people in the Health Service have done, the long shifts, people dying on them, watching
people die alone and no way out as they are also in lock down themselves. No pub, no
country walks, no cinema to help Health Service staff unwind and de-stress. People in
the NHS would like to go on holiday and on top of a 1% pay rise, the Government is
trying to take their holidays off them as well.

| see photos of people able to go to the seaside on a nice day in Belgium and yet | am
not really supported to go to Wakefield, five mile down the road, unless it is to buy
essential food. People in the Nederlands can get out and about and NS are running extra
trains to Zandvoort. Yet we are told stay at home, do this, do that and when we do all of
these things, the carrot is also taken away as well.

| have thought from the very beginning that we have to be smarter at managing the
virus. There is little point is winning a pyrrhic victory against SARS CoV-2. There is little
point in fighting the virus to nothing only to find that we have trashed everything in
doing so.


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-56467813

Belgische Nachrichten

Nouvelles belges

Belgisch Nieuws

TTB Day 1997

Alex wrote, “l have recently rediscovered some VHS tapes | filmed of trains - including
quite a number of Belgian scenes from 1997 /1998. | have had the tape converted to
digital, and as a result can now start to unpick the hotchpotch of subjects which all
merge into each other.

As a trial, | have made a clip of Trein Tram Bus Day - 4th October 1997. It was not the
brightest of days, and the clips start early morning and finish well into the evening.
Combined with the dated format, conversion to digital and the fact it was all hand held,
it is not the best quality video ever, but the subject matter is quite fascinating.

| have uploaded this to Youtube and is available for you to view. If you think any of your
Ramble followers might be interested, then I'd be happy for you to share the link. There
is lots more Belgium (and a bit of Netherlands footage) and if there is any interest, | can
get that uploaded in due course.”

Link is here: https://youtu.be/-Au_taZko18

Line 19 Electrification
The wires have got to Hamont. See this photo report on Flickr of the progress.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/johnybrauns/51039198637/in/dateposted/

HLE 13

It is reported that 1327 had a bump with a with a BB37000 at Thionville on Saturday
20th March. Reportedly going to Salzinnes for assessment.

HLR 77/78

7707 has gone to Voith Turbo at Kiel for a R2-revision.
7708 is back in service after Revision.
7717 is back in service after Revision.
7786 is back in service after Revision.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/johnybrauns/51039198637/in/dateposted/
https://youtu.be/-Au_tqZko18

Nederlands
Nieuws

Class 1700

Photographed by Rob Dammers and posted to Locomotieven 1600/1700 groep on
Facebook. It shows 1736 at the Arriva and Strukton workshop in Zutphen.

NSR Units

SNG-2
Delivered - 3014
SGM

2135 has not shown as being used since 28th February.
2140 has not shown as being used since 25th February.

There have been fewer SGM units straying onto routes beyond the 5000/5100 with none
for 10 days, the reappearing on Sunday 21st with 2978 on the 6600 series and
214342979 and 2966 on the 706900 series (Den Haag Centraal - Zoetermeer Oost
shuttle).

Double Deckers
A boat load of Double Deck Driving Trailers went from the TMA in Amsterdam to Jansen

in Vlaardingen on Tuesday 16th March. Ten vehicles made their last journey, with six in
the hold and four on the top deck.



Tosti's, Truffels en Treinen

The Tosti's, Truffels en Treinen Exhibition at the Railway Museum in Utrecht has been
dismantled and the vehicles in it have been returned to their owners. Tuesday 16th saw
the two Belgian coaches being returned. The Dutch leg was behind 1768 and the Belgian
leg behind 2812.

www.NovioSitesAllinOne.nl
©S. Breugelmans - 16.03-2021 . Roosendaal, Nelson Mandelawegq

Photo by Stephan Breugelmans NSM 1768 + Bar-Disco, i10 Resto, Bs & Plan W -
Roosendaal (NL) 16-03-2021.

Photo by Priscilla de Jong and taken at Nipsen, just over the border.



Tram Accident in Utrecht on Tuesday 16th

A tram on its way from Utrecht Central station to Utrecht Science Park derailed in a
spectacular way this morning after it collided with a delivery van of supermarket chain
Jumbo at a level crossing. While derailing the tram overturned a mast of the overhead
lines and ended completely blocking the Laan van Maarschalkerweerd. According to a
spokesperson of the local police the tram driver, the van driver and the five passengers
on the tram were not injured in the incident. Operator U-OV expects tram traffic will be
suspended the entire day.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Utrecht_sneltram



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Utrecht_sneltram

Eurotunnel

Charlie was on his way to Lidl and was surprised to see an ECR 186 307 next to ET 0003.
ET 00003 was on it’'s way to Shunter for Revision but did not get too far as the loco was
stopped at Mouscron on paperwork issues. It is not like one of these Eurotunnel locos has

not gone through Belgium before is it?




Blast From The Past
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The top photo shows HTM trams 1150 and 1134 on Stationweg in Den Haag on 25th June
1970. Tom Burnham took the photo of the trams running on routes 9 and 10 respectively.

The bottom photo is a Google Earth Street View of the same location. Note there are
more trees in September 2020.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/21602076@N05/5229195465



https://www.flickr.com/photos/21602076@N05/5229195465

Other News

If you're here for the
Premature Ejaculators

First professional footballer gets the vaccine.




AstraZenica Under Fire After
One Of The 17 Million People
Given Vaccine Is Hit By Bus

Then there was this non story from one of the local paper web sites and posted on FB.

Do you think the UK
should suspend the use

of the AstraZeneca

vaccine?

Everyone said no but this poster said “No. At 46 if | get Covid | have a 1 in 6000 chance
of dying, if | have the jab, judging by the stats so far, | have a 1 in 850,000 chance of
getting a blood clot.”



CAN PLAY
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Would that be Mrs Slocombe’s Pussy by any chance?



I need to walk into town
and find a bathroom

\ I'm dying for

When giving instructions, or evaluating a
proposal, it helps to be specific, and not
assume the other side understands what
we mean. We must always be prepared for
the fact that the listener may be stupid.

Have a nice week

Zain



