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The next Ramble will be Number 332 on Sunday 26th October 2020.

As we are now well into Autumn and the weather is turning….



Belgische Nachrichten
Nouvelles belges
Belgisch Nieuws

Bocq Railway - Evrehailles-Bauche Station

Last week I mentioned about the station at Evrehailles-Bauche, the potential for a run 
round loop and the presence of a pipeline.

Work was done last Saturday, the 10th October but the web page for the works on 
Saturday appeared mid week.

https://bauche128.blog4ever.com/140m-de-voie-plus-loin-1 

The one thing the web pages do show is the installation of a point which looks like it will 
be for a run round loop!

Maxim wrote that without permission you are not able to store anything on top of 
pipelines. The big marker signs are for helicopters. From time to time they fly over the 
pipelines to inspect everything. Mostly they are equipped with cameras that can detect 
even minor leaks around the pipeline which is why you do not store items above them or
build over the pipeline. 

Near me is a site with a large water main and a sewer running through it. You are not 
allowed to build five metres either side of the line of the pipes. We found this out when a
company wanted to build a petrol station on the site and found that there was effectively

https://bauche128.blog4ever.com/140m-de-voie-plus-loin-1


a ten metre exclusion zone running right through the middle of the plot. The area was 
not that big in the first place.

What I do not know is how big is the pipe is. I also do not know exactly where the 
pipeline runs and whether the Bocq have permission to lay tracks over part or all of it.

HLE 13

1324 has gone into Salzinnes for fitment with ETCS. The loco is the first production ETCS 
installation and the rest of the Lineas HLE 13s will follow. 



HLE 19

1902 is still on test train duties although it was seen here at Weerde on 14th October 
without a train! Photo by Roel Desaeger and posted to Belgische treinspotters groep.

Vectron

Cousins I think. Liège Guillemins 10th October and taken by Dries Van de Bemdt.



Norichten aus
Lëtzebuerg

CFL 3000

It would appear that some of the out of use 3000s sat on Luxembourg depot are only 
being lined up on a temporary basis.

Seen on the stored line at 18:00 last Sunday was 3013 and by Monday 13th October 
3013 was seen on RB5808. Seems CFL does have a maintenance backlog, no doubt due 
to Covid. 

Simon reports that Lineas drivers are being trained for ETCS Luxembourg and France 
because from 01/01/2021, the Memor 2+ exemption for Lineas Class 13 and SNCF Fret 
Class BB 27000 will end. Luxembourg will completely be ETCS only. Until 31/12/2020 13's
are still allowed to run under Memor 2+ from Aubange via Esch sur Alzette to 
Bettembourg and Thionville. 27000's are allowed from Thionville to Bettembourg and 
back.

Lineas will hire in 4 CFL Class 3000's to work its freights from Bettembourg to Belgium 
and vice versa.

With the pair already hired in by Lineas for the Monceau - Luxembourg Triage petrol 
trains, Lineas will employ ⅓ of the CFL Class 3000.



Nederlands
Nieuws

Class 186

I am interested in the Revision Dates on 

186 013, 014, 015#, 018, 019, 020, 022#, 023, 026, 029, 030, 031, 032, 034, 037, 038, 
113^ and 119.
[# at Maastricht, ^ at Bombardier Brugge]

I have updated the list and found that more Class 186s have been to Maastricht than I 
thought. The revision work mainly involves the wheelsets where the solid wheels are 
replaced. The bogies are dismantled and the wheelset is placed on a machine that 
pushed off the wheel. Then new wheels are pushed back onto the axle. Other 
components are replaced on the bogies and inside the loco.

In the case of Brugge Works the wheel work may be done on site but the bogies at 
Maastricht may be going to the NS Componentenbedrijf at Tilburg or perhaps the 
wheelsets to a specialist wheel overhaul company.



ICNG

The big news this week is of course the prang on Friday involving 3105 and 3106 at 
Dreileben in Saxony-Anhalt, Germany.

It would appear there was a problem with the brakes on the ICNG units which did not 
work. The train at this point was running downhill and it would appear the Signaller put 
the train into a freight loop and it was derailed at the trap points where the loop rejoins 
the main line. The driver survived the accident and got out of his cab unaided. However 
his underpants were condemned on the spot when the Emergency Services arrived.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catch_points


Photos by Tom Wunderlich



The loco was 214 006 (94 80 1214 006-9 D-ALS) which is seen at Köln West on 20th 
February 2020 in a photo by Leon Schrijvers and posted here.

Without any train braking this loco is not heavy enough to stop two five car ICNG units.

The train was on its way from Salzgitter (near Braunschweig) to Blankenburg in the Harz,
to be tested on the Rübelandbahn under 25 kV. I also understand that the two sets 
involved with this accident are also to be used to test two ICNG sets working together in 
the Nederlands. 3103 has been roaming around the NS network for a few months now 
and there is a need to see how two sets perform together. It is things like electrical 
interference and measuring pantograph bounce etc.

I suspect the front few cars of the unit will be written off and simple replacements made.
I would think that the front car that has ended up on top of the loco will be closely 
examined to see just how it has performed. It is not often that train builders get a real 
life accident on new build train to back up the simulations.

There will be investigations into how the brakes stopped working. Before the train set off
there will have been a brake test and the brakes must have worked earlier in the journey.
So why did they stop working just before the accident?

In the past there has also been a translating vehicle between the loco and the unit being
towed. In the UK, the Rail Operations Group have worked on a system that allows direct 
coupling of the loco to the unit without the need for a translator vehicle. Alstom must 
have something similar and as you can see from the photo above of 214 006, it was 
directly coupled to a unit.

Fortunately there was a local signaller who saw what was happening and was able to 
prevent this train rear ending a passenger train. If he had been sat behind a desk, 300 
kilometres away looking after hundreds of kilometres of track in a Regional Signalling 
Centre, would he have seen it? Or more likely, by the time the computer alerted him to a
problem, the ICNG train would have hit the local passenger train.

https://hellertal.startbilder.de/bild/deutschland~dieselloks~br-214-umbau-aus-br-212-db-v10020/692421/alstom-214-006-war-am-20.html


Vectron

For the Amsterdam portion of the NightJet from Wein - Brussel / Amsterdam NS is leasing
two Vectron locomotives from the European Locomotive Leasing (ELL). The contract was 
signed at the end of August shortly afterwards the first loco arrived in Amsterdam 
Zaanstraat for test drives and the training of drivers. 193 766 started on 5th September 
between Amsterdam and Bad Bentheim with empty stock from the IC Berlin

On September 15th, 193 766 drove a set of NightJet carriages from Düsseldorf to Ede-
Wageningen and back. Due to the high axle load of the Vectron (in weight class C2), a 
limitation to 100 km / h has been set on most of the railway network, with the exception 
of the Betuweroute and between Lelystad and Zwolle. For the NightJet night trains to 
Munich, Innsbruck and Wein, the Vectrons at Emmerich have received an exemption to 
drive faster. 

In addition to the lease of two units for the NightJet, NS has taken an option from ELL on 
more Vectrons that can replace the Class 1700 locomotives for the IC Berlin if the 
introduction of the DB's new Talgo rolling stock on this service is delayed. The new DB 
rolling stock should take over the Berlin-Amsterdam services in 2024.

The Nightjet service starts on 13th December and tickets can be booked for these trains 
from 21st September. 

Photo by Rob Dammers and posted to Rail Magazine NL fotogroep on Facebook.

The information above, which I think came from Op De Rails, is different from that which 
I put in the Ramble two weeks ago. Here I said that the Vectrons would not do more that 
100 km/h and the Nightjet may run in a freight path. Time will tell and it will be only a 
little time to wait as the service starts eight weeks today.

Myself, I would have kept some of the Akiem/Macquarie TRAXX and changed the 
software back to 7J. Watergraafsmeer has the spares, the maintenance staff already 
work on TRAXX and driver training would have been easier. I might have even branded 
the plain sides with some route related stickers. The same pool of locos could have 
covered the Brussels portion as well.



Other News

It is not difficult

As Keith Fender wrote in the Editorial of this month’s Modern Railways, there was near 
universal mask wearing in Germany when he was there. 

The German rate is 75.6 / 100 000 and ours in the UK is 338.2 / 100 000.



There is quite a lot of bollocks like this on
Facebook. 

This is a friend of mine died on 9th October
from rebranded “flu”.



Thelma

Interesting Film

This film starts quite slowly and I thought it was one of those padded out documentaries 
that would lead to the inevitable conclusion.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DBxdTkddHaE 

Very interesting and worth a half hour to learn something new. 

Have a nice week

Iain

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DBxdTkddHaE

