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The next Ramble will be Number 323 on Sunday 2nd August 2020.

New Coronavirus Quarantine Rules

New coronavirus quarantine rules have come into force in the UK, requiring travellers 
arriving from Spain to self-isolate for 14 days. 

The new coronavirus travel rule was announced on Saturday following a spike in the 
number of new cases in Spain last week.

The Government took the decision as swiftly as they could - receiving data on Friday and
assessing it on Saturday afternoon.

Be aware that things can change quickly for any country.

The Belgian Government has not altered their advice for quarantining for the whole of 
Spain, just certain bits of it which perhaps is a more measured response.

https://diplomatie.belgium.be/en 

Do be aware that Luxembourg has had problems and Belgium also has problems with a 
rising rate of infections.

Jon wrote on Benelux Rail Gen, “Belgium is getting close to panic about a growth in the 
number of cases of the virus - being described as the second wave. Various towns, cities 
and districts have introduced requirements for masks to be worn every time you leave 
home - no exceptions. Antwerp in particular seems to have a serious problem with the 
virus.

I recommend avoiding Belgium, not just due to the risk of catching the virus but also for 
the risk that you might be denied access to wherever you want to go next because 
you've been in Belgium.

Flanders is now "orange" on the European map.”

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/cases-2019-ncov-eueea 

One thing to remember though. Better and more efficient testing means that you find 
more virus. If you go looking for it you will find it. 

My plans to travel over to Belgium for the Bocq Gala remain. However I do have a robust
Plan B and I also have a Plan C [total cancellation]. 

I have built my holiday around being able to being cancel my hotels and move bookings. 
I am also fortunate that if I need to quarantine for two weeks upon my return, the 
company are OK with this and I get full pay. Handy if things go tits up when I am there.

When I return I might be sensible and wear a mask at work for the first week, more for 
other’s reassurance than for anything else. I will keep away from my parents as well, 
again, more for their reassurance.

https://diplomatie.belgium.be/en
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/cases-2019-ncov-eueea
https://www.vrt.be/vrtnws/en/2020/07/26/_house-is-on-fire-we-need-to-lock-down-antwerp/
https://www.vrt.be/vrtnws/en/2020/07/26/534-new-coronavirus-cases-on-22-july/


The Bocq Gala

First and foremost, intending visitors to the Bocq Gala need to be aware that whether 
public events planned for September will be allowed, is to be assessed in August. There 
is an element of risk and this needs to be understood.

Face masks are mandatory in all public places and therefore on the Bocq Railway.

The connection at Ciney is in place but the access is very limited since the yard has 
become a wharf connection. This implies a special and lengthy procedure for every train 
accessing the yard, or any other track other than 1, 2 or 3 at Ciney station. 

A wharf connection is a literal translation of "werfaansluiting". It's a yard that is not in 
commercial use and exclusively used by engineering trains. There is only one signal 
protecting the entrance to it and on site, it's a Wharf Inspector who regulates traffic.

Permission to enter the wharf has been granted by Infrabel only for the stock movement 
from Kinkempois (planned for Sunday 2nd of August) and for the arrival/departure of 
5508.

There are no passenger trains between Ciney and Braibant so it will be Bertie Bus from 
Ciney to Spontin. 

There are no invited locos such as a Crossrail 66 or a Railtraxx G2000.

What will run is: 5508, 5519, 5528, 5205, 5183, 7305 and 7402.

The short stretch to Evrehailles-Bauche station has not yet been passed for passenger 
operation by Infrabel and so trains will be limited to Bauche PN6.

Photo by Bas Bonhoff taken on Friday 24th July 2020 at PN6. 55 118 was his chariot.



In another Bas photo from Friday 24th, I am assuming this is roughly where the trains 
will stop.

Meanwhile at Spontin, the work to get 5519 into shape for the Photo Safari on the 14th 
August continues.



Any guesses as to the proposed livery for 5508?

Do note it is likely that 5528 will move from the Bocq Line after the event probably going
back with 5508.
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Line 34 Works

Below is a Flickr link showing the construction of a new bridge in Diepenbeek on Line 34.
The new Spartacus Tramline will be built next to the railway and this is the reason for the
new bridge.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/johnybrauns/50149164391/in/feed-42080457-
1595624835-1-72157715225633592/ 

HLE 11

I have not seen any reports of the HLE 11s moving to Aubange.

HLE 12

Some photos by Nick Melling taken at Prerov Works on 11th July 2020.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/johnybrauns/50149164391/in/feed-42080457-1595624835-1-72157715225633592/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/johnybrauns/50149164391/in/feed-42080457-1595624835-1-72157715225633592/




HLE 18/19

En Lignes/Op de Baan report that 1807 and 1862 are not likely to enter commercial 
service this year and are now at Wildenrath. From September, the 18 and 19 fleets will 
get another new software update with the 19's going first. All will pass through Salzinnes
for the update, which includes some new cabling for each loco.

Apparently this software upgrade will be the definitive version.

HLD 62

6261 has gone into Salzinnes Works for an Intermediate Revision. The locomotive has 
jumped the queue due to 6261 having mechanical problems. 6261 was booked in for a 
revision later this year and there is no point in repairing a loco on depot only to have it 
go in for revision a few months later. Also there is no point taking a servicable loco out of
service to send to Salzinnes for revision whilst you work on one which has problems. 

This queue jumping is one reason why I do not rush into print with this is going to 
happen and that is going to happen. Things change and shit happens.

Here is a photo of 6261 at Libramont on 15th July 2010. Photo by David Arnould.

Hopefully this loco will have a good revision at Salzinnes and be a nice Christmas 
present for Infrabel.



The M1 BDx control car of train 1655 Antwerpen-Central - Neerpelt on 21.08.1986 in 
Balen-Wezel. The rest of the train is made up of M2 coaches; the M1 carriage was not 
accessible to passengers. Photos from the excellent Overweg13 blog website.

The same train with the pushing HLD 6261 which will be in Infrabel Blue by Christmas.

http://blog.seniorennet.be/overweg13/


EMU Corner

On his recently journey through the Ardennes, Bas called by Ecore at Aubange. In the 
yard was an emu. I do not know if this is a recent arrival or it is one that has been left 
from a previous scrapping program. Stuff going for scrap really is a black hole in 
Belgium.



Norichten aus
Lëtzebuerg

1806

1806 was hauled up to Salzinnes the other week for fitting with ETCS. However it has 
quickly returned to Luxembourg again via Antwerpen.

See here at the Gare de Pétange in a photo by Bahnbilder von Bernd Reifenberg which 
was taken yesterday.

I do not know why the loco has gone back so quickly. It may be the potential cost which 
has become apparent after assessment or it may be capacity issues at Salzinnes.

If the loco was sent to Salzinnes for assessment then it would have been cheaper to 
send someone to Pétange to go the work instead of moving the loco.



Nederlands Nieuws

Class 1600

It turns out the information about 1618 being out of service was a little premature and 
the loco is still working for Captrain. 1618 is expected to be sidelined at the end of 
August.

Contary to recent coverage, the RRS (RailLogix) 1618 is not fully retired yet. She was 
back at the old spot in Vlissingen-East on 23rd July 2020.

Photo by Ria-Menno Wesselink and posted to Locomotieven serie 1600/1700 on 
Facebook.

Class 1700

1739 - 140 - in service
1744 - 140 - in service
1745 - 140 - in service
1746 - 140 - in service [with faults]
1750 - Zaanstraat - in service [with faults]
1752 - Maastricht - maintenance and faults (16-07)
1761 - Watergraafsmeer - maintenance (25-07)
1765 - Zaanstraat - in service
1768 - Utrecht Maliebaan - in service for NSM



Other News

Have a nice week

Iain


