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The next Ramble will be Number 309 on Sunday 26th April.

As you will see the amount of news in the Ramble is getting perhaps to the point where I 
might have to stop doing it. However there are plenty of jokes based around the 
Coronavirus out there. Whilst we are all at home, keeping safe, we might as well have a 
laugh or two.

As there are only a few changes, there is no Current List this week.

Australia

As regular listeners to this newsletter will know I was intending to visit Australia in May. I 
had booked to travel out on the 3rd May and return home on the 29th May. Always a 
good time to go as there are two Public Holidays in May and I can go for a month and 
only use 18 days holiday.

It broke my heart to go on line and get the refund of my air fare. Fortunately I booked 
with Singapore Airlines and the money is in the process of being refunded.

Just the hotel to get back now and that should happen in the next few days.

This does mean that I can now continue to inflict my Rambles on you during May. 

Spare Holiday

I have cashed back in 13 days of my holidays from my Australia trip. So I then thought I 
might get two more trips to Europe in this year with these now spare days.

I had planned a weekend around the Pride Canal Parade in Amsterdam. In recent years a 
Wanderette Railtour has been organised using the train set that comes in from Germany 
for people going to the Canal Parade. Self distancing requirements [see photos] have 
binned the Pride Parade and thus the need to run the train in from Germany. 

https://pride.amsterdam/?lang=en 

If travel is still not really happening to Europe then this week at the end of July may 
become a stay at home holiday here in the UK. Thinking of a South West Rover if we are 
able to travel.

I am also looking at going to Innotrans in Berlin in September. Like here in the UK, one 
hall of the Messe in Berlin is a provisional treatment centre for Covid-19 patients.

https://www.messe-berlin.de/en/Visitors/AllgemeineInformationen/ 

I like Berlin, there is a real vibe about the place. 

https://pride.amsterdam/?lang=en
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amsterdam_Gay_Pride
https://www.messe-berlin.de/en/Visitors/AllgemeineInformationen/


From the Aviva Website [here]

If I book a new trip, will I be covered for claims relating to coronavirus?

Travel insurance is designed to cover unforeseen events. The outbreak of the coronavirus means 
there is an increased likelihood of disruption to travel plans. As this is being continuously 
reported in the media, and is widely known about, we consider coronavirus to now be a known 
event which customers will know is likely to impact their travel plans. You may therefore not be 
covered under your policy for cancellation or abandonment because coronavirus is now a known 
event. 

This is now something to be aware of. The Insurance Companies will wiggle. As Corona is
“a known event” any claims for bookings being made from now on, may not be covered.

For example. I booked three nights in Singapore on my way back from Australia. I booked
these before Corona really took off and went around the world. If Accor do not offer me a
refund then I can claim on my insurance. I am expecting the Accor refund deal to roll into
May and I will then get my money back.

If I book now for non refundable rooms in September and Corona comes back this may 
mean I am unable to travel. There is possibility that I might not be covered. Travel 
Insurance is governed by Civil Law and there is a balance of probabilities that Corona 
may come back. It has been widely reported that there may be multiple waves of it 
breaking out until a vaccine is produced.

Coronavirus

Angela Merkel saying it how it is in simple language that everyone can understand.

https://twitter.com/BenjAlvarez1/status/1250563198081740800 

More stupidity from over the pond in the USA

If you watch the clip one woman’s reason for demonstrating is because she cannot go to 
the hairdressers!

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-us-canada-52304832/coronavirus-michigan-
protesters-defy-stay-at-home-order 

“Earlier this week thousands attended a demonstration in Michigan, which appears to 
have inspired the protests.

So far demonstrations against the shutdown have also been held in Ohio, North Carolina,
Minnesota, Utah, Virginia and Kentucky.

President Donald Trump has been criticised for appearing to endorse the protests. In a 
series of tweets, he wrote: "LIBERATE MINNESOTA", "LIBERATE MICHIGAN" and then 
"LIBERATE VIRGINIA".” [Source is an other BBC article]

So we have one Leader saying just how close we are to the edge in plain brutal language
and another siding with fuckwitts who want to get their hair done.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-us-canada-52304832/coronavirus-michigan-protesters-defy-stay-at-home-order
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-us-canada-52304832/coronavirus-michigan-protesters-defy-stay-at-home-order
https://twitter.com/BenjAlvarez1/status/1250563198081740800
https://www.aviva.co.uk/help-and-support/coronavirus/travel-insurance-customers/


Belgische Nachrichten
Nouvelles belges
Belgisch Nieuws

M7

Posted onto the HGBTF which itself was lifted from another forum is this list of the order 
in which the new M7 stock will be deployed.

Oostende - Eupen
Gent-Sint-Pieters - Tongeren
Brussels Zuid - Luxembourg
Liège-Guillemins – Quiévrain

This then sets up a cascade where the following fall out of the bottom [not in any order].

HLE 21 & 27 [these locos are not getting ETCS]
M4 stock [some of the other stock as well?]
AM/RM 66/70/73/74/78/79 City Rail

HLE 13

1334 is in Salzinnes Works for a Grand Revision, back in mid June.
1342 is testing ETCS and is not in normal service with Lineas.
1346 is in Salzinnes Works for fitting with ETCS.

HLE 18/19

Interested in the Intermediate Revision dates on 1828, 1855, 1863, 1872, 1881 and 
1882. 

HLE 27

2706 is in Salzinnes Works for repairs.

HLD 62

Interested in the Intermediate Revision dates on:-
Blue - 6207, 6217, 6236, 6243, 6249*, 6250, 6262, 6275, 6278, 6315* and 6323 
[* Panels are blank/incorrect].
Yellow - 6247, 6257, 6261*, 6274, 6292*, 6295* and 6324 [* Panels are blank]. 

Still trying to find out what is going on with the Infrabel HLD 62s and I will be trying the 
front door route in the near future.



Events In Belgium

The Bocq Gala

It has been announced by the Belgian government that ALL festivals are cancelled until 
the 31th of August. The Bocq are still awaiting the official advice of the Walloon region 
on how and when tourist attractions are to be reopened. Meanwhile, all the maintenance
works (on the line itself as well as on the rolling stock) have been stopped as getting to 
the Bocq line does not count as "essential travel".

At this time is does look as if the 2020 Bocq Gala will be cancelled, although there's no 
official statement yet.

As soon as the volunteers are allowed to travel again, preparations will be made to leave
the temporary shelter at Kinkempois and bring all the stock from there to Bocq line. For 
this, track renewal has already started from Evrehailles towards Yvoir tunnel.

In better times…….

Photo by John of 6305, a rare locomotive on passenger trains until August 2018.

Steam Centre Maldegem

Graham reported in the week that the steam gala at Maldegem was now on 29/30 
August and then it was been announced by the Belgian government that ALL festivals 
are cancelled until the 31th of August. 



Norichten aus
Lëtzebuerg

All events attracting more than 100 people banned in Lux until 31 July, so no National 
Day this year. Face masks (or scarf) mandatory on public transport from Monday [or this 
belt and braces approach if it floats your boat!]. 



Nederlands Nieuws

Class 1700

On Thursday 16th April 1755, 1731 and 1779 moved under their own power as Train 
93241 Amersfoort Wagon works - Eindhoven workshop. Component Recovery took place 
the next day "for a third party".

It was reported on Facebook [from a good source] that 15 pieces have now been 
registered for demolition. Sales are still being discussed with some candidates, but no 
new interest is expected.

Photo by Ron Clobus and taken on 16th April 2020. Posted to Locomotieven serie 
1600/1700 on Facebook which is still allowing current photographs to be submitted [with
sensible restrictions].

1755 was the Come Back Kid as for a long time it was the mobile carriage supply at 
Watergraafsmeer. It now looks as if the locomotives luck has finally run out.
 
Apparently NSI 1745 was transported from Amsterdam with a faulty traction motor. It got
fixed this week and had a successful test run to Eindhoven and back. Also remarkable is 
that almost all of the NSI locos in Maastricht are stored cold and have not touched the 
over head wire in weeks.



Two photos here from 19th March of stock parked up at Binckhorst Sidings in Den Haag. 
Photos by Aad.



ICNG Wasps

In a recent competition on Treinreiziger, the nickname chosen for the Intercity Nieuwe 
Generatie [ICNG] was Wasps. They do look like wasps.

Here is 3202 being shunted at Alstom’s plant at Katowice. The building behind looks as if
this is a new build test house / commissioning building.

Plans were to have the first ICNG in testing service with passengers from December 
2020, with the formal introduction into passenger service in February 2021. This was 
never officially announced as such, so in all communications 2021 was set as the year of
introduction. So while technically the train is delayed, for the perception of people not in 
the know, the train is still being introduced as planned.

The Corona crisis is delaying the ICNG introduction plan.

First tests with passengers are now expected around April 2021 after which NS will 
gradually introduce more trains. By December 2021 the ICD service between Amsterdam
and Rotterdam and Amsterdam - Breda should be fully ICNG. This December 2021 
introduction date is questionable as no one knows how long the Corona virus restrictions 
will will take to stop.

NS Drivers should have been in Velim at the moment for training, but with all borders 
closed that is now impossible. So it is safe to assume that the timescale for the 
introduction of the ICNG has slipped with introduction being pushed later, and later, into 
2021.

I do think my Krokusvakantie holiday in February 2021 will be solid TRAXX, but for how 
long it will remain solid TRAXX remains to be seen.

https://www.treinreiziger.nl/treinreiziger-kiest-wespals-bijnaam-voor-icng/


Coronavirus News

Also, There will be no icebergs after Easter.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Payment_protection_insurance 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Payment_protection_insurance


I could skip all this train nonsense and just cut straight to the jokes!

Have a nice week and let’s all be safe!

Iain


