
The Ramble – Number 296
Nightjet to Brussel

Last Sunday night saw the first service departure of the Nightjet to Brussel Zuid. In Wien 
was Mr Mandeville. He went to Wien Hbf but could not get near the loco to photograph it 
as that part of the platform was cordoned off. There was a big press do with a jazz band!

So he hot footed himself to Wien Meidling where he had no problem photographing the 
train during it’s quick stop.

https://theconversation.com/could-sleeper-trains-replace-international-air-travel-130334 

https://theconversation.com/could-sleeper-trains-replace-international-air-travel-130334


Meanwhile Bart photographed the train at Brussel Zuid on Monday 20th on it’s return 
run. In the morning it had arrived with a fanfare and red carpet but the evening train was
a little more normal.



Belgische Nachrichten
Nouvelles belges
Belgisch Nieuws

HLE 13

1324 is in Salzinnes Works for a Grand Revision. Should be out for @ 20th February.
1342 is testing ETCS and is not in normal service with Lineas.
1349 is in Salzinnes Works for the fitting of ETCS.
1352 is in Salzinnes Works for the fitting of ETCS.
1360 is in Salzinnes Works for the fitting of ETCS.

John sent this link to a photo on Railway Herald of 1340s body in the consist of a freight 
at Brugge in 2000.

http://railwayherald.com/imagingcentre/view/565060/PL  

I thought that the body shells were fabricated in Brugge, I did not realise that they were 
shipped in from elsewhere and just fitted out at Brugge. By the look of the locomotive 
there cannot have been that much to do at Brugge. An interesting photo.

HLE 18/19

Interested in the Intermediate Revision dates on 1845, 1846, 1855, 1864, 1869, 1879 
and 1890. Also 1907 [see below].

I have recorded 1907’s Revision Date as 26/06/19. The latest En Lignes/Op de Baan has 
the date as 12/06/19. I updated my list between 4th August and 26th August which 
spans the Bocq Gala and my time in Belgium.

I did have a ride behind 1907 on 16th August which I did blind to Alken so I only saw the 
number after I had got off. I have shredded some of my paperwork from this trip and so I
do not know if the date on 1907 was my work, or someone else’s.

1907 went into Salzinnes for Revision on 3rd May 2019 and was booked out on the 13th 
June 2019. 

So I am interested in confirmation of the date on the side of 1907.

HLE 28/29/186

186 255 worked the inbound Intersoc train on Thursday 23rd January and the ecs back.

HLD 62

Interested in the Intermediate Revision dates on:-
Blue - 6207, 6236, 6243, 6249*, 6275, 6315* and 6323 [* Panels are blank/incorrect].
Yellow - 6247, 6257, 6261*, 6274, 6292*, 6295* and 6324 [* Panels are blank]. 

http://railwayherald.com/imagingcentre/view/565060/PL


M7

Patrick sent this photo in last week and I overlooked it. It shows the first train at 
Waremme at first light. Patrick says the use of M7s on this train is for a one month trial.

Meanwhile the M7 BVK has been out on a series of test trains on the 16th/17th and 
21st/22nd of January.

Testritten op 16,17,21 & 22 januari.

Schaarbeek - Gent Sint Pieters
Gent Sint Pieters - Kortrijk
Kortrijk - Gent Sint Pieters
Gent Sint Pieters - Kortrijk
Kortrijk - Brugge
Brugge - Gent Sint Pieters
Gent Sint Pieters - Brugge
Brugge - Gent Sint Pieters
Gent Sint Pieters - Schaarbeek



Here is a photo of one of these test trains on Wednesday 22nd of January near Kortrijk 
Pushing at the back was 1873.
Photo by Kurt

Gent Sint Pieters

Designs for the new roof on Gent Sint Pieters have been released. There are more 
pictures in the Dutch language version from De Standaard.

https://www.standaard.be/cnt/dmf20200124_04819760 

Helpfully in English for most of us.

https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/business/91484/ghent-unveils-plans-for-
renovation-of-sint-pieters-station/ 

The main passenger tunnel will be made bigger but there will not be as many retail units
down there which is no great loss really. 

Something does need doing but I get the feeling that there has been a lot of compromise
going on with money at the heart of it. I suspect that your average passenger will not 
notice that parts of the station are different to other parts and in most cases not care 
any way.

https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/business/91484/ghent-unveils-plans-for-renovation-of-sint-pieters-station/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/business/91484/ghent-unveils-plans-for-renovation-of-sint-pieters-station/
https://www.standaard.be/cnt/dmf20200124_04819760


Benelux Diversions

Due to renovation works between Vilvoorde and Kontich the Beneluxtrains are diverted 
this weekend and next weekend over L36/35/16!

Bart took this photo of Beneluxtrain 9235 11.39 Brussel Zuid – Amsterdam Centraal 
passing Aarschot @12:15h on Saturday 25th January 2020.

Norichten aus
Lëtzebuerg

Alana has made contact with the people that operate 1604, 1806 etc and inquired if 
there are any plans for them to work any special trains this year.  Their answer was no as
they aren't equipped with ECTS. She also asked about them working at Train1900 and 
the answer was that they have shown no interest in organising a diesel Gala.

One of the things that was floated for the 2019 Bocq Gala was a CFL Theme using these 
CFL Museum locos. This idea was stopped basically on paperwork grounds. However a 
CFL Themed Gala is very much still on the front burner for a Festival in the future.

The Luxembourgian State spent a lot of money doing up 3608 and I did wonder how it 
was going to run without ETCS. The ETCS box of tricks is a small cabinet and so where do
you put it on a Class 3600? So what was the point in preserving something as an 
operational National Monument if you are not going to use it? 



Nederlands Nieuws

Class 186

Friday 17th January saw 186 144 move to Brugge Works for some form of maintenance or
repairs.

186 144 was one of two [?] Macquarie TRAXX to get the FYRA branding on their plain 
grey sides. Needless to say when FYRA became a dirty word the steamers came out and 
the branding was removed.

Seen here at Rotterdam Centraal on 8th August 2011 in a photo by Sam Broere and 
downloaded from Railcolor.

No news on what 186 144 will do next. A look at Railcolor sees that 186 142 and 186 239
still have not found a new lease since going back in October last year.

Monday 20th January saw 186 149 moved to Venlo by 1251 and the end of 149’s 
association with NS.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/62416359@N02/49433245327/in/photostream/ 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/62416359@N02/49433245327/in/photostream/


On Thursday 2nd July 2015 Vasco went out to take some photos of the last public AKI on 
the main line near Almelo [an AKI is a level crossing with flashing lights but no barriers]. 
On the weekend of 4/5 July 2015 that piece of line was closed for maintenance for a 
week and it was expected that this AKI would disappear. Whilst this piece of line is 
closed it meant that the IC Berlin would not run. So it was the last change for a photo of 
a TRAXX at an AKI. 186 149 did IC 145 but later came back with the stock of stranded IC 
148 (and in the evening even got back to Bentheim on the much delayed IC 241). Vasco 
also got a shot of EMU 467 (on another, unguarded, level crossing) which later in the 
evening was involved in an incident when lightning struck in the overhead. Parts of that 
came down and struck the cab of 467, leaving a hole and injuring the driver!

Below is Vasco's photograph of 186.149 on IC 145 at the AKI crossing on Bavinkelsweg, 
Almelo.

On Monday 20th January 186 111 was observed running light engine to Maastricht. 
According to a poster on SOMDA, it would appear that Maastricht depot is going to have 
more TRAXX work in the future. Firstly there is capacity at Maastricht with the reduction 
in Class 1700 work. Secondly, there is work going on at Watergraafsmeer to get the 
depot ready for ICNG trains so there a reduction in capacity there. On Friday 25th, 186 
111 was dragged back to Amsterdam by 1739.

Word on SOMDA is that 186 221 and 222 are in service. A poster, who is a driver, said 
they were both in service and on the same set last week.

Ik heb afgelopen week met de 221 en de 222 gereden (ze zaten toen aan dezelfde stam 
vast), dus die zijn al ingezet.

I drove the 221 and 222 last week (they were stuck to the same set at the time), so they
have already been deployed



He did not give the set number.

However another poster has said this morning that 221 is with 117 on Set 16233. So this
puts it on an AmRo train on Diagram IDB7.

https://treinposities.nl/omloop/IDB7/20200126 

Both 186 221 and 222 have worked Charter Trains and 186 222 worked on the Benelux 
for a short time. I would think that most people will need 186 221 [was 2829] and 186 
222 [was 2830].

Here is 2829 / 186 221 at the head of 06.27 Den Haag HS – Schladming/Bludenz on 27th
February 2016. The loco then worked back later on the Saturday evening with 2822 on 
the 19:34 Bischofshofon - Brussel Zuid. By the time the train got to Rotterdam it was 
running late and it did Line 25N which got the top part of the Airport Triangle in loco 
hauled.

At this time the Ski Trains were being operated by Railpromo.

https://treinposities.nl/omloop/IDB7/20200126


DDM-1

Tuesday 21st January saw four DDM-1 vehicles make their last journey from the TMA-
terminal to HKS Metals for scrapping. As you can see a solution has been found to 
enable the double deck coaches to be transported without a need to lay them on thier 
sides

Here 6801 makes it’s final journey. Photo by Rob Dragt and posted to Rail Magazine.nl 
fotogroep on Facebook.

Class 1700

1778 is in Maastricht for tests. To keep the International 1700s running until (at least) 
2023 the technicians want more specific information on components and their wear. It is 
the locomotive’s electronics that the technicians are specifically interested in.

Aim is to keep it with today's eight locos until the new German locos enter service on the
IC Berlin. So no extra spare locos and although 1778 is technically in a good shape, it is 
on thin tyres.

I am surprised that 1733 has not been moved to Mastricht and converted back into a 
standard 1700. It only had a LT2 Revision in 2014.

1768 is earmarked for the Railway Museum which is a reversal of the decision not to 
have a Class 1700.



Alpen Express

Last week I asked if 193 517 worked into the Netherlands on the 12th with the Alpen 
Express. What I really meant to say was did 193 517 work the train to it’s Den Haag 
destination. 193 517 worked the Alpen Express to Venlo where 9901 took over. After that
193 517 went light to Amersfoort for the freight in the picture below. This freight was 
used for vibration tests (I believe between Boxtel and Meeteren) with LNS 186 293 at the
other end for a few nights.

Last Sunday (the 19th) 193 517 also did the foreign bit of the Alpen Express and then 
went light from Venlo to Kijfhoek. 

193 517 at Amersfoort on 12th January 2020. Photo by Vasco.

This week it was 9901 to Venlo for 189 102 forward to the snow.



Other News

Have a nice week

Iain


