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Editorialc Chris Elliott

We start this newsletteaswereturnto2 dzNJ y 2 NXY €  NBF 2F +F OQGAgAdex
4 2G0KSNB oAff alée WodzaAySaa | a dzadzf Qo

hyS 2F 2dzNJ f SVRGRS | SIfiAOf && 2Ad&NIWO2f t SI 3dzS Wdz
is included in Spanish with an English translation. To keep it to a reasonable size we have added t
English translation of the photograph capi®to the original Spanish version and not repeated in the
English version. It is very interesting for all owners of teak bodied cars such as early CIWL cars!

We also have another article about the Spanish CIWL fleet and make no apologies for incladindythi
excellent article sent to us our colleague Bram van de Velden. Itis an article from the AFAC archives a
tell us in more detail about what happened to the CIWL fleet stationed at Irun and the Mgkhéaca
works.

In our newsletter N° 14 we plibhed an article about the transfer of these CIWL cars to the care of AZAFT]
and destined then for Canfranc. So the AFAC article fills the gaps and adds more detail.
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2SS KIS faz2 2dzad f SI Ny SR { Kbches, eamgsh réshiinta yNshlghés dzNE
en los ferrocariles de la Peninsula Ibefitsabeing revised and a new edition will be published in the next
few months.

b2g 2yS 2F 2dzNJ 6221 NBOASGa Aa Ay \Ci
G2t R dzad | 62dzii YRED WHNIAOY SaRS$ LILET SN e
I NPAE [ QI SOR2Q®d LYy CNBYOK gAGK | ff
GKS tdzEdzZNE 2F GKS WeNF Ay . fSdQo

It is a powerful reminder of the nestop media interest in the history of CIWL. /A&
is oten the case the author is, we guess, from the generation who has not O [
0N} @St tSR 2y + yAIKG GNIAY FyR NBTFES Sa
There is as we all know a subtle difference from the comfort of a CIWL sleeping berth and a couchett
where youmight, if in ® class, just have four to a compartment six in second. The editor reflects on a
night or two sleeping in the luggage rack when working on trains in the late 1950s and early 1960s.

¢t K2dAK ¢S YAIKEGI KI @S NBOASHESR WWSIY RS /FNBRQ o
NBYFAya | OSNB NBFIRFOES YR AYLRNIFIYyG gAldySaa
support of Roger Commault, it sets the record straighmany stories that have appeared in other books
FYR FTAfYad 2 KIFG Aa a2 NBES@ryd FLIWSENER 2y Lk
[ QhNASYy (G 9ELINB&EAQ 6KSYy GKS FAYyLE TS 6 2riNgaabull NB
area wWoy | @A eDansle#ain od\foyaBEY pliine, ®eSmove In thetrain, we travell We

have includeda reviavof thisbookb hy S £ a2 YA3IKG | ANBS 4 AASEmilé KS
Henriot already wanted in 'La B®de Bratislava', they are looking for "this recovery of oneself in idleness
and perfect availability of spirit, the absence of mail, the divine silence". They know that "the train today
is the only thing that remains of the days of yesteryear, when taesed more slowly, in the fullness and
respect of hours". They savour this pleasure, which has become rare, that we call time to live

We arealsovery pleased to also include an article by Roger CommWdgonrestaurant; premier
servicaPRublishedn (i K Bevu® Chemins de fer (AFAC) n°
JulyAugust1953 pages 9%0 99. It was sent to us by ou
colleague JeanMac Dupuy and published by the expre
permission of the AFAC.
There are references in these articles to two classes of tra
inFrance: The | NB &[] QOELINBa&¢ Aa
a2 G4 2dzyOGA2ya 2N F2NJ O
rule only made up of just a few vehicles, this class of train r
faster nd only stops at large cities or from terminus -
terminus.

As wesay in Franclous vous souhaitons une bonne lect(lx

Chris and Dirk

An Orient Express with a Differencel
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Les voituressalon

par JearnMarc Dupuy, avec des remerciements spéciaux a Pi&fves Toussirot et Jos Geilen

A la Compagnie Internationale desWagéna 18 S RS& DNI yR& 9ELINB&a 9
voitureslits offrant de confortables places couchéstsen complément, des voituregstaurant afin de
pouvoir se restaurer sereinement pendant le agg. || manquait toutefois quelque chose a ce bindbme
RS&4 @2A0dNBa 26 ORDN2WdzildiA & 4192 OF WzaBNI RS LI NI RQIl Y
dans certaines voituregestaurant. Ensuite, devant le nombre croissant de clients fréqueih¢ardonvois,

on dut avoir recours a des véhicules entierement réservées aux voyageurs assis. Avec cessatiiyres
de nouvelles relations diurnes pouvaient étre envisagées sur des parcours connaissant de forts flux ¢
transport.

Premieres tentatives en Europe

Le 4 janvier 1873 la MarBleepingCar Compagny absorbe la jeune Compagnie Internationale de Wagons
LitsT dzy &aSNWAOS RS alfz2y Said LINRLRAS SYyiNB [ 2yR
décembre 1876 (depuis le 4 décembre 1876 rachd¥ldan par la CIWL). Les deux véhicules sont ensuite
transférés en France en mars 1877, la voiture n° 42 étant assez rapidement transformée enlisiture
LawS n° 402y a SNBSS 4S84 ' YSyYyl3ISYSyida AyAGAl dzE 2dzlj dz
lits.

La voiture n° 43 est notamment dirigée vers la Riviera francaise en 1878 pour un essai. Ces circulatid
Silyld O2yOfdzZa yisSax ¢S t[a RSYFYRS Idz YAYAaidsNB
ce véhicule a partir du 7 décembre 1871%s rotations ont lieu entre Cannes et Menton (trains omnibus
n° 475496) et entre Menton et Nice (trains omnibus n° 488), le wagon admettant 18 voyageurs ayant
des billets de 9¢Of 84S [ dzZ3YSy S RQdzy & Mol aey & yeiwr od e 5F NJ
francsMentonb A OS | £ £t SNJ SG NBG2dzND ® 5Fya fQF 3Aa SRAGS
est possible sans réservation mais dans la limite des places disponibles. Un agent de la CIWL est affg
au véhicule. Siceservifea i t y 2 dz@S| dz LINRyL#RSE St § QXA YACN (v yty Anl
LI & NBY 2 dz@ S {-1882+En defoks dessEibom lyiviermale, la voiture n° 43 est utilisée durant les
étés entre Paris et Fontainebleau.

En 1883, les chemins de fer ™& | Y RIF Aa RSYIFYyRSyd I ONBdniearsd y
Amsterdam et Rotterdam. L&&/'S n° 156 et 158ont livrées avec retard en juillet 1884 par la firme

2 332y FLFONR] WP wlkiGKISoSNI 6aNyOKSyood | ausgai Hf

réaménagées en voituragstaurant avec 36 places. Si la n° 157 est détruite a Villepreux, on retrouve de
fQSiS mydy £ OStdzA RS mdnu fF 2{ yc wmpc adz2NJ RS

Afin de satisfaire sans délai la demande néerlandaisd\Wd. @oit acheter 1&/S n° 15%n mai 1884 a la
tdzf EtYFY /NI /2 002yaidaNHzOGA2y myTtn oFLIIAASS +A
Y2NX¥YSa | YSNAOFIAYSa | SO dzyS OlFAaasS adaNX2yiSS R
elle peut accueillir 28 passagers, (transformée WR 31 places par les atelierS@iniQuen 111890,
réformée et vendue 1909).

La voiture «Mars» avait été construite en 1875 par la firme américaine Pullman Palace Car Company
comme voituresalon (ou €arlou Car», la dénomination de ces voitures en Angleterre). Elle avait été
acheminée par bateau vers la GraABeetagne en piéces détachées et assemblée par IBsrby
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Works», les ateliers de la compagnie britannique Midland Railway a Derby. Livrée ®B&dA875, elle
fut engagée dés le*Inovembre 1875 dans une paire de trains express entre Lonotsria et Brighton
du LB & SCR [ondon, Brighton & South Coast Railwdy Retirée du service en avril 1884, elle fut
transférée par bateau vers le continent européen. Selon le registre des voitures de la Pullman Palace Q

Company, cette voiture estendue a la CIWL le 28 avril 1884. Il y eut donc une vraie voiture Pullman sui

f QhdzRS [A2Yy ®

l dz RSo6dzi RS myynz fF /2YLI3AYyAS RS&a OKSYAya RS
train de voituressalon entre Pari§aintLazare et les plagasormandes de Trouvill®eauville. Pour
F2adzNBENJ OSGGS NBftlFGA2y S 1 /L2 Tt A{Glawsxw 2gsdzi 4 A
transformée par les ateliers CIV#HaintOuen. Sa longueur de 13,100 m permet le transport de 36
personnes De 1884 a 1887, elle sert en compagnie des deux WRS n° 149 et 150 sur le -Expréalie

(plateformes extrémes ouvertes, transformée 1891 WRS 14 places restauration et 9 places salon).

Le service aux Paj&as est interrompu dés 1885. La CIWL doit dtotsrer des emplois a ses trois WS n°
155 a 157. Grace a des accords passés avec les compagnies du Nord et du PLM, ces véhicules
notamment employés dans des trains circulant entre Paris et Bruxelles, Paris et Genéve et Paris
Marseille. Le nombrealvoitures étant insuffisant, la CIWL achéte en 1886 au duc de CasWihSia°

191 (Chevalier a Grenelle 1878). A deux essieux, il offre sept places salon ainsi que quairepist
f20Ff SljdzZA LIS RQdzyS Odzh aAy S 8 lés admshégerdents. CeRvEhiclleNsdit2 A
également entre Bruxelles et Verviers (transformée wagon réservoir a gaz R 1102 en 1897).

Construites par WMarly et parachevées par WL Saidtien en 1885, ces trois unités longues de 16,780
m offrent 29 places assis€ f SdzNB OF A &dasSa az2yid Sy Sy o02Aa Gbf
bogies sont du type Z (transformées WRS en 1889 avec 24 places de restaurant et salon de 12 places

Le 15 mai 1888, le lancement de |a relation Béidan par lalige duSainD2 4 K NR y SOSaaA
deuxWS n° 209 et 210Ayant 15 places salon et 11 autres ordinaires, pour une longueur hors tampons
de 16,074 m, elles sont construites en Belgique par SA Ragheno a Malines. Des frises en bois de teck
utilisées pour les flancs de caisse. Suivant une mode venue des USA, une plateforme ouverte placés
f Qdzy S RS& SEGNBYAGSaA aSNI RQ20aSNBIG2ANB L2 dzNJ
modéle Z (transformées en WR a 30 places). Dans les ivPaIL de répartition des matériels, on retrouve
fl 2{ yc uwmn FFFSOGSS Sy w2dzYkryiAS I dz aSNBAOS
1902.

Les voituressalon du Clubrrain

Si dés 1860, des voitures de&®Llasse de type goupé» (undemi-compartiment placé en extrémité de

caisse) ont commencé a circuler sur la ligne de fNoisl vers les ports assurant des dessertes vers
f Q! yat SGSNNBS Af Flrdzi FGGSYRNB fF FAY RS& FyyS
les deux pays.

t 2dzNJ FIFOAf AGSNI £ S& GNIyaLRNLla RSa @2el 3Sdz2NE |
RSNRdz I yd Sy wmyydpz fF /L2 RSOARS R2yO RS fly
sous le nom de &lubTrain francés » et de «ClubTrain anglais. Pour assurer les compositions de ces
convois en France, la CIWL passe notamment commande de huit vesalogdVS n° 245 a 253uprés

RS fI a20AS0S RSa C2NHS& RS fQI 2N¥Ss OKFyaASN

Livrés en 1889, cé8S KA Odzt $& &t yid dzy$ € 2y 3dzSdzNJ K2 NA G F YL
adz2NX¥2yiSSa RQdzy tFyGaGSNYySlEdzd t 2dzNJ £ O2yaidNHzOUG A
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RS tQSLRIjdzSs 2y | dziAf A&aS Rdige@nebénikihi§ Ntoaverida tBlgs0 S
minces clouéestoutes sont peintes en teinte vert olive. Elles peuvent recevoir ¥8ngtoyageurs assis
NBLI NIAa RIFEya RSdzZE alft2yasy fQdzy t KdzA G LahuitOSa
personnes réparties sur quatorze fauteuils pivotants et quatre fixes montés dans les angles de la salle.
tissu (panne en laine imitant le velours) recouvrant ces sieges est de teinte bleue clair, un ton voisin étal
aussi adopté pour les rideaux, les§ot SG fSa GFLA& RS az2td ! TAY R
matelas en feutre est interposés sous ce tapis.

De son coté, les plafonds sont en toile peinte a fond argenté, le tout encadré de moulures et de bordure
en acajou. Pour les habillages gesois internes, la CIWL a également opté pour des panneaux en acajou.
5Flya fQdzyS RSa SEGNBYAGSAsS dzyS OFasS t ok 3F3S3
colis. Les divers objets garnissant les intérieurs sont tous en bronze doré.

Leurs $dzE LI I §ST2NX¥Sa RQSEN NBYHR (1SA0&2 yva Q 3TN S CriSIRSN
extérieures. Une intercirculation par soufflets et passerelles est aussi montée pour garantir un meilleu
passage des voyageurs entre les voitures du train.

{ Aécldirdge reste assuré par des becs de gaz, la voiture n° 248 recoit une installation prototype avdg

ampoules a incandescence alimentées en énergie électrique continue. Le chauffage est assuré par
CKSNY2aALIK2Y LI FOS REFEy&a dzyS FNY¥2ANB RQSEGNBYA

Llesattd  3S& RQdzy ( &-Ta8n séntddrablnéstaved leg agpdraidde éhbalanciers ; les
tampons étant eusmémes reliés par un balancier compensateur. Le systeme de freinage est du modeld
a air comprimé Westinghouse (France) ou Srhittridy (Angletrre).

Comme toutes les autres voitures affectées au train, elles sont dotées de bogies du type Z. Ce type 4§

presque construit entierementenfd F FAY RQFGGSydzSNJ £ S& GAONI (A2
bois pour les parties recevant les gis de caisse ainsi que pour les guides de coté.

5dz OGS Fy3tlrAaax £ /L2 RSOARS -sdo8WSHF 2551825801 O
places) etWS n° 259 & 2626 places) livrées par les ateliers de Constructions Métallurgiqgues SA de
Nivelles. Utilisées sur le réseau London Chatham & Dover Railways, les quatre premieres offrent un gra
salon contenant des fauteuils et des canapés doubles agrémentés de tables ainsi que quatr
compartiments a trois places communiquant deux a deux par plartes internes. Deux banquettes

L I 0SSa O2y(iNXB fS& LINRAA RS OFrAaasS az2yid RAAL]
central, les compartiments classiques étant quant a eux desservis par un couloir latéral. Réservées pg
les circulgéions utilisant les voies ferrées du South Eastern Railways (88R)ois autres voitures aux
aménagements calqués sur les WS n° 245 a 252 disposent quant a elles de deux salons séparés équ
de fauteuils pivotants, complétés par des tables et desdfails fixes.

¢2dza OS BSKAOdz Sa FNIyelAia SiG Fy3ftlArAa L2aasRk

a
I SO tF@lro2 Si O0dzSiGdS RS 2/ 3 fQdzy L}RdzNJfSa aS$
55¢Sydz ft Q202SiG RS yiens imicBrieatSdes déshduierhdptdz&atinuBISde Ods
trains, ainsi que de la part des compagnies du Nord, du PLM et du PO pour les ruptures d

correspondances dans les gares parisiennes, la CIWL renonce a cette relatiaciebte 1893 apres
une courteOF NNA § NB RQdzy LJSdz L) dza RS ljdzZt iNB FyySSao

Les voitures francaises sont ensuite transformées (WS n° 245 transformée WRS 48 places, WS n° 24
247 transformées WL en 1906, WS n° 248 transformée WR 35 places en 1906, WS n° 249 transformée
35 places 1894vendue grands réseaux pour PR 2 en 1896, WS n° 250 et 251 transformées WR en 184
WS n° 252 transformée WR 35 places en 1896). Le parc anglais est transféré en France pour y étre uti
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dans des convois entre Pafi;intLazare et les ports normands ddHavre et de Cherbourg

(TransatlantiqueExpress et New Yo#kxpress), les WS n° 259, 260, 261 sont transformées WR 35 places
Lors de leurs révisions, la plupart de ces matériels recoivent ensuite des parois latérales de caisse en fr
de teck.

Y0

SRR e - s T R R =
Les WS 255 (a gauche) et 256 a Cherbourg vers 1900, avec un revétement en bois peint en vert olive et des inscriptions
peintes en doré (voir photo de détail). Cesitures exClubtrain ont été utilisés dans des bo#itains comme leNew-York

Express Pari€herbourg de la Norddeutscher Lloyd (collection Dirk Frielingsdorf)

Amis des Wagonkits Newslettei#16 i Octdber 2022 Pageb




Les Ateliers de Constructions Métallurgiques a Nivelles livrent en 1889 deux W@es 269 et 270
5QdzyS f 2y 3dzSdzNJ K2 NE U YLR Y & onRidentigupSaceux progasés susldsN B
WS n° 245 & 252il en est de méme pour le nombre de voyageurs add& places réparties en deux
arftftSaod !alyd RSAa LINRAA flFGSNIfSa RS OlFAaasS |
lanterneay la voiture comporte en outre une petite chambre a bagages, destinée a recevoir les petits
colis que les voyageurs désirent conserver a leur portée, et deux cabinets de toilette avec lavabo et W
f Qdzy LJ2dzNJ £ Sa aSaaiSdzNA Xuné extrénnté NéSla voiluia. daWoiture & 269 I
Sai LINBaSyisSS t [Q9ELRAaAAGAZY dzyABSNESEtS RS ¢t

Ces deux unités sont destinées a la liaison PBrigxelles. Un incendie survenant le 15 octobre 1893 dans
des ateliergle la CGC a Saibenis les détruit entierement toutes les deux. Reconstruites sous les mémes
ydzYSNea fQlyySS &adzAgdryidS YFAa SO RS&a FYSyl 3
GSNBR fF . St 3AAIldzS 2dzalj dzQS ¥ alamsycepéedu dyndiCeSdesiGBand? FéSeSux
frangais pour devenir la voiture présidentielle PR 1 en 188& nouvelle n° 269 est donc construite en
1898 pour ParisBruxelles (WS n° 270 transformée WR 42 places puis 40 places en 1901).

Dansleseffecia RS fI /L2[X £ fQSGS mydc> fF 2{ ye HTI
Express) puisPaid A § 3S 0SUS My dpdd d | WS &8° 260 H1 ReSers®D S (i 9
utilisées sur BruxellesBaleT Af Sy Said MRS uWws WS aWzA i &QS&S f QSGS
261servent sur ParisAngers et les WS n° 246, ZUt le New YoHEXxpress. Durant le premier conflit, a

fQSiS mMpmpx I LINBaASyOS RS I 2{ yc uwnp Said 3
ClilyT StfS Said t f QKAGSNI mdpmc -Mogedi. OSS OSNB f Sa

Les années fastes de la belle époque

9y My ddpE fSa fADNI Aa&2Ya WSBILENKoASGitY par |&CETCOsS lorguelr Q |
hors tampons est de 19,780 m. Palas circulations dans la péninsule ibérique, elle est équipée de bogies
Y1 dérivant des types Y continentaux. Elle propose 30 places assises réparties en deux salons de 12 pl
OKI Odzy Si RSdzE O2YLI NIAYSyGa LI Neéstlidde erfdlisbo”S n
et Porto. Réaménagée en voiturestaurant 40 places en 1910, elle sert notamment entre Lisbonne et

al RNAR 2dzumlipdz@ @y DM B S s St €S Sad LI FOSS Sy sy

' LINBA monn Si f Qe Batid?ladconstiuctigh danfaie @b oukars 4ttéird a cette époque
un développement considérable, suite aux progres réalisés par les grandes Administrations de chemi
RS FSNJ S t tQSEGSyarzy R2yySS I dzE a&SNBAOSa RS
Parmi les nouveaux types deitures réceptionnés par la CIWL, on remarque plus particuliérement les
WS n° 770 a 77Xes unités sont destinées aux trains de luxe circulant de jour comme-Exgraks, le
TrouvilleExpress, le Savelexpress etg.elles offrent aux voyageurs toutliexe et le confort voulus pour

de longs trajets effectués sans arréts. Comme les autres voiliilsest voituresrestaurant
contemporaines, ces quatre unités n° 770 & 773 ont elles aussi une longueur hors tampons de 19,740
pour une masse de 37,800 toms Leurs aménagements intérieurs comportent trente places assises
réparties en trois compartiments a trois fauteuils, deux compartiments a quatre fauteuils, un
O2YLI NLIAYSYG b dzy FrdziSdzaif S dzy &l f 2y systenke? dzl
Stone. Construites en 1902 par la Compagnie Générale de Construction D&amt1902, elles
O0SYSFTAOASYUl RQdzy aeaiusyYS RQSOfFANI IS St SOGNRI

5Fya fSa NBLI NI AWSre y7a, 7R®t dinQISamPositiod dusBavoikxfréss (Paris
- AixlesBains), alors que les WS n°® 772, [&78ont dans le Sud Express (Palian). Conséquence sans
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doute des arrivées des quatre voitures n° 2443 & 2446, lesWS n° 770, 771, 742 W& 3| NB S a
191319147 St f Sa LISdz@Sy (i (G2dziSTF2Aa& sUNB dziAft AasSSa
772entre dans la rame du Trouville Express tandis que les WS n°® 770, 7#&tr@d2ent le Savoie
Express. Entre 1914 et 1918, la WS n° 772 est longtgamge a Clichy alors que les WS n° 770, 771 et
773 stationnent en garage@anneda-Bocca.

En 1903, la Compagnie Générale de Construction livre les qi8re° 840 3842 et9®1 5 Qdzy' S f 2
K2NR GFYLRya aQsStSgryd t wmdoges dutypeys Equipéd comrdeylds
LINBOSRSyi(ia RQdzy aeaidsyS RQSOfIFANI3IS St SOGNAIdz
GA3IAS Sy o62dzi RS tQdzyS RS& SEGNBYAGSEA RS Ol A&y
supprimer dandes compositions du Stixpress un fourgon, ce qui allege le tonnage a remorquer. Ces
unités peuvent accueillir 30 voyageurs.

En plus des deux rames du SExpress Paris. NHzy 2 G f Q2y NB YLl NJj dzS f S dzNAH
0S4 | dzl (i NB té @R Kdard zbavaiexptessf ISr8viennent ensuite dans le-Sud LINB & & 2 ¢
f QSGS mpmnd t SYyRIFIYy(d fF FdzSNNB:> fSa GNRAa 2{ Vyqg
gue la WS n° 911 est quant a elle a Cadad¥occa.

I f QA arflidzZes ViSdz® 83@ 841 sont tous deux réformés dés 1918. Les deux autres voitures sof
conservéepour servir dans le S E LINS &4 2dzilj dzQSy y203SYONB wmMdHC
métalliques, elles sont placées en attente de décision puis m&es en 1930 aprés étre longtemps
restées garées a Villeneuve.

Pour assurer les compositions du BeHiarlsbaeExpress, la CIWL commande cing aultdS n° 905 a

908 et 912auprés de son fournisseur habituel la CGC. Elles sont réceptionnées en 1904.dlletaussi

RS 023ASa Rdz GéL)S |,z StftSa 2FFNBydG wHc LI OSa
sept voyageurs est aménagé en complément de quatre compartiments. De par ces aménagements, |
deux cabinets de toilette ne sont plypsacés sur les plateformesl en est de méme pour le local de la
OKIF dZRASNB® t SyRIFIyild tQSiS wmodnnI OSa -KQbAdExprery A
(parcours BerlinVienne etBerlinY I NI 46 R0 @ | dz &R0G0h @léverrp@rcdurQdatked S N
Berlin et Vérone dans la composition du N&dd(Brenner)Express. Ces affectations varient au fil des
annéeseR y Yy 2GS L -191Dded tdjStNantre dvlitam et Trieste dans le Simfapress (WS n°
bnp Lt dny 0 onrelevd l€uS fir&enseddansle parc du-ExpgressWS n° 907, 908), tandis
jdzS fS&a GNRBA& | dziNBa 062{ yc dnpI dncI GMHUL azy
sont toutes affectées au SaveleE LINB & & ® 9 y & dzA (195 I6z807, @B SoyitTirigées ders? {

Canneda-Bocca, alors que la voiture n° 912 est affectée au train réservé au général américain Pershin{}.

/ SGGS RSNYASNB Said RQIFAffSdzZNBE NBO2yaiGNMzA GS Sy
spéciaux/ SGGS | FFSOGIGA2Yy LI NILGAOdzZ ASNB f dzA LISNX S
1930, époque de sa réforme a Villeneuve.

En juin 1904, la CIWL réceptionne un lot deWi8 n° 956 4965 / QS&aG S LJ dza T2 N
effectifs; lirées par la CGC, elles offrent aux voyageurs tout le confort et le luxe voulus pour les long
parcours effectués sans arréts. Les dimensions générales de ces voitures montées sur des bogies Y 9
les suivantes

- longueur totale hors tampons 19,740 m,

- longueur totale de la caisse (plateformes comprises) 18,500 m,

- largeur extérieure de la caisse 2,834m,

- hauteur totale audessus du rail 4,027 m,

-RAaiGtyO0S RQIES Sy ES RS&a 6232848 mMoXZHnn YZ
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- empattement de chaque bogie 2,500 m,
- masse en ordre de mahe 36,500 tonnes.

Leurs aménagements intérieurs se composent de la fagon suivante

- un grand salon fumoir, contenant des fauteuils et des canapés (12 places),

- trois grands compartiments a 3 places contenant un canapé et un fautqd¢es),
- deux compartiments a 4 places, contenant deux canapés (8 places),

- un compartiment avec un fauteuil (1 place),

Ces voitures offrent donc 30 places assises. On reléve que deux des compartiments a trois places poss
une grande porte de commurtici A 2y |j dzZA  LISNXS{G RQ206 G Sy A NJ LJ2 dzNJ |
O2dz 2ANI I GSNIFf R2yyS 008a t (2dza fSa O2YLI} NI
situé a une extrémité de la voiture. A proximité de ce cabinet, un siege peontiucteur de la voiture

estdisposél 2y (GNRdzdS S3AFESYSyd €S LI FOFNR O2yidSyl ylh

[ § O2dzZ 2ANI RQIFO0O84& FdzE O2YLI NGAYSyGa SiG +Fdz al ¢
jaune, encadrés de rappliques en acajou veomacune des grandes baies latérales offrant une excellente
clarté diurne est en outre pourvue de stores enroulables et masqués par des lambrequins en étoff¢
ONPRSS RS G2y 2ldzyS RQ2NX» [ S L} I F2y R S Zfpligiedz y
en acajou cintrées. Les petits panneaux supérieurdemsous de la voussure sont en Lincrusta, décorés
a plusieurs tons.

Dans tous les compartiments, un canapé occupe toute la longusaupartie inférieure est mobile se
déplace de fagon a peretire au voyageur de se coucher sans étre géné par le dgssigosseéde des
accoudoirs mobiles pouvant former oreillgle fauteuil est rond amoviblgil existe en plus sur la paroi de
caisse un strapontin a coulisse. Tous les sieges sont recouektslaurs bleu paon a ramagetes
panneaux des cloisons de compartiments sont en étoffe brochée et brodEe petits panneaux
supérieurs directement adessous de la naissance de la voussure sont en Lincrusta de plusieurs tons. L
voussure et le plafahdu lanterneau sont en toile peinte ainsi que les panneaux supérieurs des cloisons
Toutes les toiles peintes sont encadrées de moulures ou de rappliques en acajou verni.

Les bronzes des appligues électriques, les pbagages, serrures, etc. sont tdts en modern style. Les
tapis sont de nuance assortie a la teinte bleue des compartiments. Une table en acajou verni, fixée sur
LI NBPA RS OFAaasSz O2YLX s8iS fQlYSdwtSYSyi RS OKI

Dans le grand salon, les fauteuils et les canapés sonthgbl RQSG2FFS 3L dZFNBS |
LI yySldzE RS& LI NRPAA 2dzaljdQt I ylIAaalkyOoS RS t1
de ton plus clair que celui des siéges, sauf pour les petits panneaux supérielassaus de la naissance

de la voussure qui sont en Lincrusta peinte.

Comme ces dix unités sont alors les derniers types construits pour les trains rapidesmiesjearroute
LI NJ £ /L2[X fQdzyS RQSY(GNB StfSa Said LINBaege/ (S 9
[ Sa [ dziNBa dzyAiliSa SyiaNByid G2dzi RQEP@2INE SUlkpiess. f S
[ Sa STFFTFSOUATaA adzwAaaSyid RSa leSaeuxyNs»Y¥58£i19589 d&pendentt S
de Madrid pour servir dans la rame dudsExpress ibérique. La Direction parisienne ne conserve alors
gue les huit autres unités utilisées sur le Trousleress WS n° 962, 963, 964 et 86k Savoi€Express

WS n° 956, 957, 960 et 961.

l dz AaSNIA OS -RBY I conpasitich Nds degmames du SudExpress Paridrun rassemble les
huit WS n°® 956, 957, 960, 961, 962, 963, 964 et; 3859 décembre au 11 mars, les deux WS n° 964 et
hcp a2y d RANX EHess.dSNEX eHalgs Adpehalayit e Madrid sont alors en service
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dans le Barcelond&xpress entre PoiBou et Barcelone. Pendant le conflit de 191818, les huit véhicules
francais sont garés a Vendéme, tandis que les deux restant en Espagne gardent quelques services
départ de Madrid. En 1919, ils sont réintroduits gressivement en roulement dans le SHrpress
francais WS n° 956, 957, 961 & 965, n° 960 gaée)9 y y2OPSYONB wmpHc > f QSy 3
LX + OS Sy RAALRYAOATAGS RlIya tQFGdSyiS RS RSOA &

Si les deux WS n° 958 et 959 circulent toujours entre Maatrirun (SueExpress), puis n>B0 (Madrid-

| SyRI8Sox t8a &aAE 2{ yc dcn t cdcp @2y &dzoAN R
1927. Les ateliers de Saidenis les modifient en effet en voituregstaurant n° 2983 a 2988. Dalesir
y2dz@St S O2y FAIAdzNY GA2y > StfSa 2FFNByYyd ny LI FOS
RSLISYRSyid RS fQLyaLIlSOlAz2zy /L2[ RS ¢2dz 2dzaS | d
Hendaye, Pau, Bordeaux, Avignon et MdleselLes deux WS n°® 956 et 957 sont quant a eux placées en
attente de décision a Paris pour étre réformées en 1930. En Espagne, les deux WS n° 958 et 959 cesq
leurs prestations en 1929 pour étre garées aux ateliers de Madrid et radiées en 1930 et 1932.Q K A ¢
1934mpop> fS& 2w yc Hpyo S Hpyc 3IFNBSE t [/ 2NDS
RANAISSE OSNE hadSyRS | FAYy RQe& sadlésBontlalrs hafe€sa |
.St 3AAjdzS £ £ QSUESSynpo I ¥ @$ vy RSK NGB DY A dedogd, gllésd !
RSLISYRSY(l RS f QL ypaurd8s@érvicesy / L2 [ RS [@&2Y

- Lyon- Marseille WR n°® 2984, 2985,

Inspection de PariPO pour servicefmcultatifs navires

- Toulouse PortVendres quais WR n° 2986, 2987, 2988.

La voiturerestaurant n° 2983 est partie verslesRays & 05ANBOGA 2y RQ! Y& i SNR|

sur la relation La HayeBéale D 2D 17.
Leurs retraits interviennent entre 1939 (WR n° 2985 vendue ael,ieg 1943 (WR n° 2983 vendue

.St 3AAjdzS0r tSa GNRAA 2w yc Hpyc t Hopyy Sialyid dS

la WR n° 2984 garée a Munich et la WR n° 2985 a Rome.

Les salons belgesWs n° 1501 a 1553

En 1898, les autorités belje RSOA RSy i RS O2y TASNJ t QS E Efclassei@llai A 7
CIWL. Cette derniére commande donc chez divers fournisaguiontingent conséquent dé3 WS n°
1501 a 1553 pécialement étudiées pour les services de luxe :

-WS 11 1501-1510: Nivelles 1899, 41 places avec office et salle de restaurant,

-WS 11511:-1515: Ragheno a Malines 1899, 41 places avec office et salle de restaurant,

-WS 1 15161520: Brainele-Comte 1899, 41 places avec office et salle de restaurant,

-WS R1521:1530Y ha aAfly wmyddpE op LI I OSa SO o0dzFFSi
-WS 115311545 CGC 1899, 34 places avec meublethdfet,

-WS n° 1544553: OM Milan 1899, 35 places avec meuble-baffet.

Présentée au publiclorsdeQ9 ELI2 aA G A 2y dzy A @S NImSI616 fgurnstalsedfiod 4
belge. Pour valoriser sa présentation, un salon central de 11 places a été aménagé au lieu de la salle
restauration a 18 places. Son diagramme intérieur comprend successiNem

- un salon meublé de deux canapés, deux fauteuils fixes, cing fauteuils tournants et plusieurs tablettes,
- un petit compartiment meublé de deux canapés et de deux fauteuils,
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- un fumoir dans lequel se trouvent deux canapeés, deux fauteuils fixdsuat fauteuils mobiles,

- un bar dans lequel se trouvent des armoires a provisions, une glaciére, undisgelle, une étagere a
verres, des portdouteilles et un siege mobile,

- un compartiment de six places et un de trois places,

-uncabinetde2 Af SGGS | SO Odz@SGGS RS 2/ S dzyS | N¥2A
Dans le couloir, des armoires sont disposées pour recevoir des bouteilles et du linge. Un strapontin mobi
I SO | 0O02dzR2ANE 4S8 (NRdz#S t t OSKE NBY X D$ LRHzNBA df
[ Sa YSdzwtSa Rdz alt2y S Rdz O2YLI NIAYSYyld O@2AahA
ressemblant au velours mais a poils plus longs). Les deux compartiments situés du coté du cabinet
toiletteontdesdé@ &8 A SNE RSY2y il of Sazx fSdz2NBR | O02dzZR2ANE Y3
la garniture quand ils sont relevés. Les panneaux sont ici en cuir estampé. Debggates en bronze,
des miroirs biseautés, des por@K | LIS | dzE O 2 Y LX &nif &éampdrtidént Sayiéntlafion
Sad FaadaNBS dz Y2@8 Sy RQdzy-degsfs/dé la porteldS caNdir.tle doiffoMEsh S
A NYA RS LI yySltdze Sy LIyyS @S0 |LIWX AOFGAZ2Y RS
letabf S dz RQI LISt RSa az2yySNARSaod

Agencé aux normes habituellesdes Wagpbns 1 a> S OF oAy SdG RS G2Af S0
tQHEAYSYGmamEyY LEWzISIAR® NBYLX AN RSLIWzA & 1 LX @
& dzLJS NJR S dzNJ re getity g yL e |1&vabdra bascule est du systéme Beresford.

Chauffée grace a un systeme par Thermosiphon, cette voiture posseéde en outre une conduite de vape
qui alimente un injecteur Koerting monté en dérivation sur le tuyau de départ du thermosijitienest

SOt IFANBS |dz 3T 3 @SyGAtsSS |dz y2eSy RS @GSyidaftl
b @OA& RQAYY20AfAAlIGAZ2Y D

Réseau EtaBelge 21 aodt 1899

Bruxelles Ostende,

Bruxelles Blankenberge Heyst,
Bruxelles Malines- Anveas,

Bruxelles Liege- Verviers- Herbesthal,
Verviers- Pepinster- Spa,

Bruxelles Charleroi,

Bruxelles Namur- Arlon,

Bruxelles Charleroi- Namur,

Ostende- Ardenne,
BruxellesQuartierLéopold- Ottignies- Gembloux,
Ostende- Gand- Anvers,

Ostende- Lille,

Paris- Bruxelles Amsterdam.

[ Q990G 06St3S IOKSGS nn RS 0OSa [décethbrd 1i9azNEh zonfiel NJ
fF t20FdA2y £ ftF /L2[ LI NJ O2y i NI8iloi éhéuitetraisée B 5 02
décembre 1903, fin de location reportée en 1933). Interrompus entre 1914 et 1918, les services ng

NBLINBYYSyid 1jdzQSy 2dAattSi mpmdd 9yadAaidsS t Oz vLI|E

relations proposéesesbrddz £ f I ol AadasSe | Q9digGeque dWSRN® B512, y ¢
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1513, 1517, 1518 et 9 WS n° 1501, 1503, 1505, 1508, 1509, 1510, 1521, 1529)il8&lentsur les
relations suivantes :

- 4 WSR : BruxellesHerbesthal n° 11686 (Bruelles- Jemelle n° 1214285), 614126, Ostende-
Tourcoing Lille n° 2542545 (du ¥ juillet au 30 septembre),

-9 WS : BruxellesLiége n° 627656, Bruxelles Courtrai n° 281823, Bruxelles Calais n° 15469,
Ostende- Bruxelles n° 3043055, n°30343045, trains balnéaires juillet et aolt Bruxelle®stende n°
3085/3024/30973012/3041/3098.

En 1931, il ne reste plus que quatre voitures n° 1503, 1508, 1522 et 1523 rassemblées sur Bruxelle
Ostende, ces prestations cessant le 15 mai 1931.

Il subsiste ainsi un parc de 9 unités restant propriété de la CWA_° 1542, 1546 a 1553) qui les utilise
ddz2NJ RAGSNE aSNBWAOSad [S o0dzFFSG Sad RQIF02NR adz
places assises. Dés 1905, la WS n° 1542 dewientoiturerestaurant classique offrant 48 places assises
dans deux salles de consommation (été 1909 Rabid y O& S ! GNRO2dzNIi 0 @ ! dz
RQKAGSNE fF LINBaASYyOS RS 0OSa alftz2ya SabxprgsghiveryyY S
19071908: WS n° 1546, 1549, 1550 LyeoNintimille et WS n° 1551 La Hay€&rancfortsur-le-Main).
5QF dzi NBa az2yd | dzaadAi O EZplessi(é®aAIBNSYiH1549,3551, N5 $583). R (
Des prestations en ltalie entre Milan ear@es (hiver 1903904), parcours ramené ensuite entre Génes

et Cannes (SaisiRetersburgVienneNiceCanne9 ELINB & & 2 { yc wmMpn®pZ mMppmMI
les deux WS n° 1546 et 1550 sont a leur tour transformées en WR a 44;gacgsmpagnie d&a WR n°
1542, elles font toutes trois des rotations entre Avignon et Vintimille (été 1913). Adaptées a Irun, les deu
WS n° 1547 et 1548 sont transférées dans la péninsule ibépiouieservir dans le Sdxpress au départ

de Lisbonne elles sont rejoites en 1920 par les WS n° 1549 et 1553 restées garées a daBmsa
durant la guerre.

Au lendemain du conflit, les trois WR n° 1542, 1546 et 1550 redémarrent leurs prestations commerciale
sur une relation ParisCalais (été 1920) puis entre Parisfeurcoing (été 1921). Le parc italien recoit les
WS n° 1551 et 1552 qui ont jusgléefait quelques rotations au départ de Prague. On les rencontre
2dzalj dz2Ql dz on 2dzZA Yy wG@8Res. Pout cgndplétdryine lah@ dirglilanvsiryeSrajet Rome
-NaLJt Sas tF /L2[ €2dz2S | dzE / KSYAya RS TSNk $0& f
NBYLX I 0SSa Sy 2daAftfSG mpHe LI N £Sa& 2{ yc wmMppM

Apres la Région Nord, la WR n° 1542 sert entre Lyon et Strasbourg (ététa@ae que la WS n° 1547
est employée entre Madrid et Hendaye (trains Ri®, les WS n° 1548, 1549 et 1553 circulant entre

Lisbonne et Porto. Basées a Milan, les WS n°® 1551 et 1552, qui ont effectués en 1920 des trajets v{f

Trieste dans les compositie du SimplofOrientExpressa 2y 3 NBSa Sy MdpHT L
leurs réformes. Dépendant de Béle, les deux WR n° 1546 et 1550 entrent dans des express en directi

deMilanT St f Sa az2yid SyadAadsS YdwDsaowsSsa t dDOSBS (v

ibérique est progressivement retiré des compositions dés 312y NBf § S (G 2dzi ST2 A
19301931 entre Madrid et Bilbao (WS n° 1547 et 1548) avant leur garage a Aravaca en 1932.

En 1906, la CIWL compléte saatan en voituresi | £ 2y LI NJ f QI QB dPA167X,(1678 v
Livrées par la CGC le 21 septembre, leur longueur hors tampons reste fixée a 19,740 m, leur capacité ét
de 30 places assiseslles sont dotées de bogies du type Y. Leur carrieretééhur le TrouvilleExpress
etleSU ELINBaAad | £ QSGS wmomns EkpreSsdavadt fe/rétrouSey le SU8 NI
Express (été 1914). Pendant la Premiére Guerre mondiale, ces deux véhicules sont garés a Venddéme
n° 1677) et Serquigny (8Wn° 1678). lIs retrouvent au début des années 1920 leurs roulements antérieurs
dansleSu® ELINS & & 2dzaljdzQSy y20SYONB mohbHc o6YAAS Sy &
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Suite a ces arrivées, elles sont mutées vers la péninsule ibérique at dli927. Les Ateliers CIWL

RQLNYzy OKIFy3aSIyd fSdz2NB o023ASa tSa | RIFELGSyd
NELINBYYSyl fSdzNE LINSadl A2y a uExpess v&<PoRog jliRentte f O
Lisbonne et Portadigé lj dzQ Sy Mpop® DI NBS& SyadzaidSsz StfSa az

[ Qdzf GAYS &SNAS Sy mopmo SiG fF FAYy RSa aSNWAOSa

En juin 1913, la firme Ringhofferovy Zavody & Sp basée a Prague livre a la CIWL les quatre derni€
voituressalon en teck. Aithant une longueur hors tampons de 20,300 m, les quét&n°® 2443 a 2446
a2yt R203GSSa RQdzy OKNaairAa SyYyuAsSNBYSyd YSialftfAld
offrent 26 places assises. Débutant leurs carrieres commerciales sur lell@@wiLING & & | Gl y
dirigées vers le Sudl E LINB & & t -1914) Elles@&isdnantdswr de TrouviBeE LINB & & 2 dza ]
juillet 1914. Lors du conflit, les WS n°® 2445 et 2446 sont garées a Chateaudun alors que la WS n°® 2443
réquisitionnée pdzNJ & SNIBA NJ | dzE RSLI | OSYSyia Rdz 3SYSNIf (
voyages officiels de Georges Clemenceau Président du Conseil a partir de 1917.

En 19191920 apres réfection et réaménagement en salon, elles reprennent leurs prestakms le Sud
Express. Les deux rames nécessaires pour ce train mobilisent alors seize-mms dizituressalon
présentes dans le parc francais (WS842, 911, 956, 957, 960, 961, 962, 963, 964, 965, 1677, 1678, 2443,
2444, 2445 et 2446) ne laissat & LI2 Yy A0 f Sa 1jdzS €tSa o 2{ yc GMHI |
la composition du train saisonni€eauvilleExpress la présence de la WS n° 2443 repeinte en bleu avec
20 places assises seulement.

l dz RSodzi RS f QI yySS wmdwéesleud fades spuizhinsiNdsétudsyia féudlés da 2
tbles pour masquer les frises en teck. Leur capacité en places assises est réduite a 20 voyageurs. Repei
en livrée marron et créme, celles des Pullman-Eugress, elles assurent & compter deverobre 1926

les forcements du SuBXxpress ainsi que les réserves a Hendaye. Suite a des disponibilités suffisantes ¢
G2AldzNBa tdZ fYlFys £Sa 2{ yc Hnno Si -492% Adapiedsy (i

a la voie large par échange de le@r2 3ASax 2y fSa NBGNRJz@S t Qg

BarceloneExpress pour des parcours depuis Barcelone vers la frontiére francaise. Cette affectatio

OKI'y3aS NILARSYSyid I@dSO tSdzZNE NB(G2dz2NBE Sy quatsl y Op

dzyAGiSa az2yid t y2dzSldz Y2RAFTASSAY € SdzNBR o623ASa
neufs. Leurs caisses sont repeintes aux teintes des Pullman bleue et creme afin de pouvoir circuler com
tels dans le nouveau train Goldé&mountain-PullmanExpress devant circuler sur le réseau suisse BLS
(parcours Zweisimmen Interlaken) a partir du 15 juin au 10 septembre 1931 ; pour ce service, leurs
aménagements repensés offrent dorénavant 14 places“fecthsse et 18 places dé™ classe Cette
NEBflGAZ2Y Felyld SGiS GNBa NILARSYSy(d dzy SOKSO O+
réformes prononcées en 1938.
| St &3 | dzOdzy RS 0Sa OSKAOdZ S& a0y KRBEIGISY R
certaineépoque des voyages, ils auraient sans doute été appréciés des visiteurs des musées ferroviairg
5Flya ftQ8NB RSa (0NIXAya t 3INXryRS @AiSaasSz 2y LIS
62Aa RS (4SOl RSa FyysSSa wmpnnX
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Lounge cars (eng\/ersion)
by JeanMarc Dupuy with special thanks to Pier¢ves Toussirot and Jos Geilen

At the Compagnie Internationale des Wag4its et des Grands Express Européens, there were first of all
sleeping cars offering comfortable sleeping places and intiaddrestaurant cars in order to be able to

eat serenely during the journey. However, there was something missing from this pair: cars where yo
could chat: this was the starting point for the development of lounge areas, first of all in certain dining
cas. Then, in view of the growing number of customers frequenting the trainss, they had to resort to
vehicles entirely reserved for seated passengers. With these lounge cars, new daytime relations could [
envisaged on routes experiencing strong transplanve.

First attempts in Europe

On 4 January 1873 the MaiBleepingCar Company absorbs the young Compagnie Internationale de

WagonsLits a lounge service was offered between London and Dover by cars n° 42 and 43 until Decembqf

31, 1876 (since December 4, 1876 acquisition of Mann by the CIWL). The two vehicles were the
transferred to France in March 1877, car no. 42 being fairly quickhstormed into a sleeping car. WS
No. 43 kept its initial fittings until 1886, when it was modified into a sleeping car.

Car No. 43 was notably sent to the French Riviera in 1878 for a test drive. These circulations beir
conclusive, the PLM asked the Nitny of Public Works for authorization to put this vehicle into service
from December 7, 1879. The rotations take place between Cannes and Menton (omnibus trains n°® 47}
496) and between Menton and Nice (omnibus trains n°-888), the carriage admitting8lpassengers
with 1st class tickets plus a supplement (8 francs CaniMeEnton round trip or 5 francs MentonNice
round trip). In the notice published on this occasion by the PLM, it is indicated that access is possib
without reservation but within tle limit of available places. A CIWL agent is assighed to the vehicle.
Although this service was offered again in the winter of 18881, the contract linking the CIWL to the
PLM was not renewed in the winter of 188882. Outside of the winter season, la&se no. 43 was used
during the summers between Paris and Fontainebleau.

In 1883, the Dutch railways requested the creation of a lounge car service between Amsterdam an
Rotterdam. WS n°® 156 and 157 were delivered late in July 1884 by the firm Waggodfdkathgeber

(Munich). Originally with 26 seats, they were refitted in 1890 as dining cars with 36 seats. N° 157 wa
destroyed in Villepreux, we find from the summer of 1898 to that of 1902 the WS n°® 156 was on relations
between Oderberg and Lemberg.

Theservice in the Netherlands was interrupted in 1885. The CIWL then had to find jobs for its three W34
n° 155 to 157. circulating between Paris and Brussels, Paris and Geneva and Paris and Marseille. ]
number of cars being insufficient, the CIWL bought886lLWLS n°® 191 (Chevalier a Grenelle 1878) from
the Duke of Castries With two axles, it offered seven lounge seats as well as four beds; a small roo
equipped with a kitchen and a large linen closet completed the facilities. This vehicle was also use
between Brussels and Verviers (transformed gas tank wagon R 1102 in 1897).

Built by WEMarly and completed by WL Sai@uen in 1885, these three 16.780 m long units offered 29
seats; their bodies were made of sheet wood and there was no roof skylight. Tlygisbeere of the Z
type (converted to WRS in 1889 with 24 restaurant seats andsead®lounge).

On May 15, 1888, the launch of the Baséllilan service via the San@othard line necessitated the
purchase of two WS n° 209 and 210. With 15 lounge seatd & ordinary seats, for a length over buffers
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of 16.074 m, they were built in Belgium by SA Ragheno in Mechelen. Teak wood friezes are used for t

body sides. Following a fashion from the USA, an open platform placed at one end serves as dp

observatoryfor travellers, the other being closed. Their bogies were of the Z model (transformed into 30

seater WRs). In the CIWL material distribution booklets, we find WS n°® 210 assigned to Romania for tle

summer service of 1898 between Bucharest, Sinaia and Pradgébthe summer of 1902.

ClubTrain lounge cars

If from 1860, 1st class carriages of the "coupé" type (adw@tipartment placed at the end of the body)
began to circulate on the Pasidord line towards the ports providing services to England, it vaasintil
the end of the 1880s that we saw the emergence of a real luxury service between the two countries.

To facilitate the transport of English travellers wishing to visit the Universal Exhibition in Paris in 1889, th
CIWL therefore decided to launchedationship between England and France designated under the name
of "French CluiTrain"and "EnglishClub NI Ay é¢ @ ¢2 Sy adz2NBE GKS O02YLR2aa

notably placed an order for eight saloon cars WS n° 245 to 252 with the For§eQde2 NY' S 02 YL
Buire shipyard in Lyon.

Delivered in 1889, these vehicles with a length over buffers amounting to 18.340 m all have roofs
surmounted by a skylight. For the construction of the bodies made according to the American technique
of the time, we used tulip tree (species of wood from the USA appreciated in cabinetmaking) covered with
thin nailed sheets; all are painted olive green. They accommodated twsiatseated travellers divided

into two lounges, one with eight seats placed in two hape other larger for eighteen people spread

over fourteen swivel armchairs and four fixed ones mounted in the corners of the room. The fabric (woo
imitating velvet) covering these seats was light blue, a similar tone also being adopted for the curtains
blinds and floor mats. In order to reduce rolling noise, a felt mattress was interposed under this mat.

For its part, the ceilings were painted canvas with a silver background, all framed with mouldings an
mahogany borders. For the cladding of the intdrwalls, CIWL also opted for mahogany panels. In one

of the ends, a luggage compartment was arranged to allow the storage of small parcels. The varioyg

objects lining the interiors were all in gilded bronze.

Their two end platforms were closed; access wiasthree external steps. An intercirculation by bellows
and walkways was also installed to guarantee a better passage of passengers between the cars of t
train.

The lighting was still provided by gas burners, car n° 248 received a prototype ingtalktio
incandescent bulbs supplied with continuous electrical energy. Heating was provided by a Thermosiphd
placed in an end cabinet.

The couplings of a special type at the Cluhin were combined with the shock apparatus pendulums;
the pads beinghemselves connected by a compensating pendulum. The braking system was of the
Westinghouse (France) or Smittardy (England) compressed air model.

Like all the other cars assigned to the train, they were equipped with bogies of the Z type. This type wa
constructed almost entirely of iron; in order to reduce vibrations, however, wooden parts were chosen
for the parts receiving the body pivots as well as for the side guides.

On the English side, CIWL decided to acquire seven other saloon cars WS n°55B8tseats) and WS
n°® 259 to 261 (26 seats) delivered by the Constructions Métallurgiques SA workshops in Nivelles. Used
the London Chatham & Dover Railways network, the first four offered a large lounge containing armchair
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and double sofas with tabt as well as four thregeater compartments communicating two by two by
internal doors. Two benches placed against the body walls were arranged at the ends of the body o
either side of the central corridor, the classic compartments being served by easiilgor. Reserved for
traffic using the South Eastern Railways (SER) tracks; the three other coaches with fittings modelled
WS nos. 245 to 252 have two separate lounges equipped with swivel seats, supplemented by tables al
fixed seats.

All these Freoh and English vehicles had at one of their ends toilets with washbasin and toilet bowl, one
for gentlemen and a second reserved for ladies. Having become the object of numerous criticisms fror
customers dissatisfied with the continual misfortunes of #adiins, as well as from the companies of
the Nord, the PLM and the PO for the breaks in connections in the Parisian stations, CIWL renounced tl
relationship on the 1st October 1893 after a short career of just over four years.

The French cars weare thdransformed (WS n° 245 transformed WRS 48 places, WS n° 246 and 24]
transformed WL in 1906, WS n° 248 transformed WR 35 places in 1906, WS n° 249 transformed WR
places 1894, sold large networks for PR 2 in 1896, WS n° 250 and 251 transformed int@88& WS

n° 252 transformed into WR 35 places in 1896). The English fleet was transferred to France to be us
there in trains between ParSaintLazare and the Norman ports of Le Havre and Cherbourg
(TransatlantiqueExpress and New YeBxpress), WS 259, 260, 261 were converted WR 35 seats.
During their revisions, most of these materials then received side body walls in a teak frieze.

(See picture of cars N° 255 and 256 in French version before)

In 1889, the Ateliers de Constructions MétallurgigireBlivelles delivered two other WS n° 269 and 270.

With a length over buffers of 19,600 m, their fittings were identical to those offered on WS n° 245 to 252
the same was true for the number of passengers admitted: 26 places divided into two rooms. $id&ing

walls of the body covered with teak friezes and roofs surmounted by a skylight, the car also had a sm4
luggage room, intended to receive the small parcels that travellers wish to keep within their reach, and
two cabinets for toilets with washbasand WC, one for gentlemen, the other for ladies, each at one end
of the car. Car no. 269 was presented at the Universal Exhibition in Paris in 1889 in the Vincennes anne

These two units were intended for the ParBrussels link. A fire occurred on Ooéo 15, 1893 in the CGC
workshops in SaiADenis completely destroyed them both. Rebuilt under the same numbers the following
year but with different layouts, they continued their services to Belgium until 1896. On this date, WS n
269 was then sold to thenion of the Major French networks to become the presidential car. PR 1 in 1896;
a new n° 269 was therefore built in 1898 for Parfgrussels (WS n° 270 transformed into WR 42 places
then 40 places in 1901).

In the workforce of CIWL, in the summer of 68%S n° 245 made a journey between Calais and Brussels
(Nord-Express) then Parid.iege (summer 1899). In service in the summer of 1898, WS n° 259, 260, 261
(reserve) were used on BrusseBasel; the same was true in the summer of 1902. Then in ther&mm

of 1910, WS n° 260, 261 served on Pafisgers and WS n° 246, 247 on the New Noqaress. During the

first conflict, in the summer of 1915, the presence of the WS n°® 245 was reported as available in th
maintenance garage at Clichy; in the winterl§flL6 it was moved to the Coudr&fonceau marshalling
yards.

The golden years of the Belle Epoque

In 1899, deliveries resumed with the arrival of WS No. 677; built by the CGC, its length over buffers
19.780 m. For traffic in the Iberian Peninsula, asrequipped with Y1 bogies derived from continental Y
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types. It offered 30 seats divided into two lounges with 12 seats each and two separate compartments
with 4 and 2 seats. Until 1910, it was used between Lisbon and Porto. Converted inseat48stavant
car in 1910, it served in particular between Lisbon and Madrid until 1925 . Parked, it was placed
awaiting reform in the summer of 1930.

After 1900 and the Universal Exhibition in Paris, the construction of rolling stock reacheiierable
development, following the progress made by the major railway Administrations and the extension giver
to the services of CIWL.

Among the new types of coaches approved by CIWL, we in particular note WS n° 770 to 773. These ur
were intended br luxury trains running during the day such as the-Bygress, the TrouvilExpress, the
SavoieExpress, etc ; they offered travellers all the luxury and comfort needed for long journeys without
stops. Like the other contemporary sleeping cars and tgstat cars, these four units, nos. 770 to 773,
also had a length over buffers of 19,740 m for a mass of 37,800 tonnes. Their interior layouts include
thirty seats divided into three compartments with three seats, two compartments with four seats, one
compartment with one seat and a lounge with twelve seats. The lighting was provided by the Stone systen
electricity. Built in 1902 by the Compagnie Générale de Construction in[3ag 1902, they benefitted
from a Stone electric lighting system. Their bagieere of the Y type.

In the 1910 summer allocations, WS n° 770, 771 were in the composition of the -Exypoess (Paris
AixlesBains), while WS n° 772, 773 are in the Sud Express {®Rajisundoubtedly a consequence of

the arrival of the four care® 2443 to 2446, the WS n° 770, 771, 772, 773 were parked in the winter of
19131914; however, they could be used for special trips. For the summer of 1914, WS n° 772 entered th
Trouville Express trainset while WS n° 770, 771, 772 joined the SavoistBetveen 1914 and 1918,
WS n° 772 was parked for a long time in Clichy while WS n° 770, 771 and 773 were parked in the garg
in Canneda-Bocca.

In 1903, the Compagnie Générale de Construction delivered the four WS n° 840 to 842 and 911. With
length over buffers amounting to 19.740 m, they were mounted on type Y bogies. Equipped like the
previous ones with a Stone electric lighting system, their particularity lies in the addition of a observation
tower at the end of one of the body ends. This assermayg imposed by the Compagnie du PO in order
to eliminate a van from the compositions of the SErpress, which reduceg the tonnage to be hauled.
These units accommodated 30 travellers.

In addition to the two trains of the Sdfixpress Parislrun where wenotice their presence in 1904, we
find these four vehicles in the summer of 1910 in the Satxipress. They then returned to the Sud
Express until the summer of 1914. During the war, the three WS n° 840 to 842 were parked in the garag
of Vendéme whiléghe WS n° 911 was in CandasBoca.

At the end of the conflict, the WS n° 840, 841 were both retired in 1918. The two other cars were kept td
serve in the SudExpress until November 1926; after the arrival of metal cars, they were park awaiting
decisionand then reformed in 1930 after having remained parked for a long time in Villeneuve.

To ensure the compositions of the BerKarlsbadExpress, CIWL ordered five other WS n° 905 to 908
and 912 from its usual supplier the CGC. They were delivered in AB@4fitted with type Y bogies, they
offered 26 seats. In both ends, an observation lounge for seven travellers was fitted out in addition to four
compartments. As a result of these arrangements, the two toilets were no longer placed on the platforms
the same applies to the boiler room. During the summer of 1904, these five units entered the trains of
the BerlinKarlsbaeExpress (route BerlinVienna and BerlinKarlsbad). During the service of the winter

of 19061907, there was a route between Berlimda Verona in the composition of the Noe&ud
(Brenner)Express. These journeys varied over the years and in the winter of1BAPlthere were trips

Amis des Wagonkits Newslettei#16 i Octdber 2022 Pagel?

pe




between Milan and Trieste in the Simpl&xpress (WS n° 905 to 908). In the summer of 1910, we note
their presence in the park of the StiEkpress (WS n° 907, 908), while the three others (WS n° 905, 906,
912) were parked available, the third in Rome. In the summer of 1914, they were all assigned to th¢
SavoieExpress. Then until, the WS n° 905, 906, 907, 908 dieected towards Cannda-Bocca, while
the car n® 912 was assigned to the train reserved for the American general Pershing. The latter was rebu
in 1923 to serve official trips and special trips. This particular assignment allowed it to remain in the
Parisian inventories until 1930, when it was reformed in Villeneuve.

In June 1904, the CIWL received a batch of ten WS n° 956 to 965, It was the strongest contingent in
workforce; delivered by CGC, they offered travellers all the comforiandy required for long journeys
without stops. The general dimensions of these cars mounted on Y bogies were as follows:

- total length excluding buffers 19.740 m,

- total length of the body (platforms included) 18,500 m,
- exterior width of the body 2.84m,

- total height above the rail 4.027 m,

- distance from axis to axis of the bogies 13.200 m,

- wheelbase of each bogie 2,500 m,

- weight in running order 36,500 tons.

Their interior fittings consist of the following:

- a large smoking room, containimgmchairs and sofas (12 places),

- three large 3seater compartments containing a sofa and an armchair (9 seats),
- two 4-seater compartments, containing two sofas (8 seats),

- a compartment with an armchair (1 seat),

These cars therefore offered 30 sedfge note that two of the threeseater compartments had a large
communicating door which made it possible to obtain, so to speak, a single compartment. A side corrido
gave access to all the compartments as well as to the living room and the bathroom @itlowéted at

one end of the car. Near this cabinet, a seat for the car of the car was placed; there was also the cupboa
containing the heater.

The access corridor to the compartments and the living room was lined with panels of woven fabric ir
green andyellow hues, framed with varnished mahogany appliques; each of the large side bays offereing
excellent daytime clarity was also fitted with raip blinds and hidden by valance in fabric embroidered
in a golden yellow tone. The ceiling was covered witimigal canvas cut by curved mahogany sconces.
The small upper panels below the arch were in Lincrust(embossed wallpaper) , decorated in several tongj.

In all compartments, a sofa occupied the entire length; its lower part was mobile and moved in such 4
wayas to allow the traveller to lie down without being bothered by the backrest; it had movable armrests
that could form a pillow; the armchair was round and removable; there was also a sliding jump seat of
the body wall. All seats were upholstered in peactdle velour; the panels of the compartment

partitions were in brocaded and embroidered fabric; the small upper panels directly below the birth of
the arch were in Lincrusta (embossed wallpaper) of several tones. The arch and the roof of the skyligl
werein painted canvas as well as the upper panels of the partitions. All the painted canvases were frame
with varnished mahogany mouldings or sconces.

The bronzes of the electric wall lights, luggage racks, locks, etc. were treated in modern style. The ma
were a shade matching the blue tint of the compartments. A varnished mahogany table, fixed to the body
wall, completed the furnishing of each compartment.
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In the large living room, the armchairs and sofas were upholstered in embossed fabric in a golalen yell
hue. The panels of the walls up to the birth of the arch were in brocaded fabric embroidered golden yellow
but in a lighter tone than that of the seats, except for the small upper panels below the birth of the arch
which were covered in Lincrusta (emisesl wallpaper) .

As these ten units were then the last types built for the daytime fast trains started by the CIWL, one o
them was presented in 1905 at the International Exhibition held in Liége. The other units first entered intg
the compositions of the Savolexpress ath SudExpress trains. The workforce was undergoing
assignment changes. In the summer of 1910, the two WS n°® 958 and 959 were assigned to Madrid to ser
in the Iberian SudExpress train. The Parisian Direction then only kept the eight other units usdteon t
TrouvilleExpress WS n° 962, 963, 964 and 965 and the SExpiess WS n° 956, 957, 960 and 961.

In winter service 191-3914, the composition of the two trains of the Shdapress Parislrun brought
together the eight WS n° 956, 957, 960, 961, 963, 94 and 965; from December 9 to March 11, the
two WS n° 964 and 965 were directed to the Engadlinpress. The two vehicles assigned to Madrid were
then in service in the Barcelosaxpress between PeBou and Barcelona. During the 191918 conflict,

the eight French vehicles were parked in Vendéme, while the two remaining in Spain kept some servicq
from Madrid. In 1919, they were gradually reintroduced in rotation in the FrenckERpdess (WS n° 956,
957, 961 to 965, n° 960 parked). In November 18&6entire French fleet was placed on standby pending
a decision.

If the two WS n° 958 and 959 still ran between Madrid and Irun-Bqwless), then n°-80 (Madrid-
Hendaye), the six WS n° 960 to 965 undergoing major transformations from 1926 until 927
workshops of SaiADenis modified them into dining cars n°® 2983 to 2988. In their new configuration, they
offered 48 seats divided into two dining rooms. In the summer of 1928, they were assigned to the CIW
Inspection of Toulouse, which employed thdrom the pink city to Cerbére, Hendaye, Pau, Bordeaux,
Avignon and Marseille. The two WS n° 956 and 957 were placed awaiting a decision in Paris to be retir
in 1930. In Spain, the two WS n° 958 and 959 ceased their services in 1929 to be parkeddadrite
workshops and taken out of service in 1930 and 1932. In the winter of-1938, the WR n° 2983 and
2986 parked in Corbeil for almost a year were approached to be directed towards Ostend in order to bg
adapted there to the formations of the radioains; they were then based in Belgium in the summer of
1935 before returning to France the following winter. In service for the winter of 11938, they
depended on the Lyon CIWL Inspection for services:

- Lyon- Marseille WR n° 2984, 2985,
Inspection ofParisPO for optional boat services:
- Toulouse Port-Vendres quays WR n° 2986, 2987, 2988.

Restaurant car n° 2983 left for the Netherlands (Direction of Amsterdam) where it was in service on thd
The Hague Basel D 2® 17 service.

They were withdrawn bveen 1939 (WR n° 2985 sold in Liege), and 1943 (WR n° 2983 sold in Belgium
the three WR n°® 2986 to 2988 being sold to SNCF in 1940. Note that in 1945, finds WR n° 2984 parke
Munich and WR n° 2985 in Rome.
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Belgian salons: WS n° 1501 to 1553

In 1898, the Belgian authorities decided to entrust the operation of 1st class services in Belgium to CIW|}.
The latter therefore ordered from various suppliers a substantial contingent of 53 WS n° 1501 to 1553
specially designed for luxury services:

- WS no 501-1510: Nivelles 1899, 41 places with pantry and dining room,

- WS no 15111515: Ragheno in Mechelen 1899, 41 places with pantry and dining room,
- WS no 1514520: Brainde-Comte 1899, 41 places with pantry and dining room,

- WS no 15241530: OM Milarl899, 35 seats with buffet and small end pantry,

-WS no 15341545: CGC 1899, 34 seats with-baffet cabinet,

- WS n° 1544553: OM Milan 1899, 35 seats with Hauffet furniture.

Presented to the public at the Universal Exhibition in Paris in 1900,°V¥515 appearrf in the Belgian
section. To enhance its presentation, a centraiskéat lounge had been set up instead of theskat
dining room. Its interior diagram comprised successively:

- a living room furnished with two sofas, two fixed armchaing 8wivel armchairs and several shelves,

- a small compartment furnished with two sofas and two armchairs,

- a smoking room in which there were two sofas, two fixed armchairs and two mobile armchairs,

- a bar in which there were cupboards, a cooler, awither, a glass shelf, bottle holders and a movable
seat,

- one sixseat compartment and one thregeat compartment,

- a bathroom with toilet bowl and a cupboard for the thermosiphon device.

In the corridor, cupboards were arranged to recebvattles and linen. A movable folding seat with
armrests was at the end of the corridor, near the cupboard containing the heater.

The furniture in the saloon and the adjoining compartment were upholstered in leather, the others being
damaged (fabric resemibly velvet but with longer hairs). The two compartments located on the side of
the bathroom had removable backrests, their mobile armrests had been arranged in such a way as t
disappear into the upholstery when they were raised. The panels here wereliossmd leather. Bronze
luggage racks, bevelled mirrors, hat racks completed the layout of the compartment. Ventilation was
provided by means of a louvered fan, placed above the hallway door. The corridor was lined with broke
panels with embroidery applit@n. On the cupboard facing the pantry was placed the bell call panel.

Arranged to the usual standards of Wageits, the bathroom was surmounted by a tank for the water
supply; it could be filled from the platform, the water being raised into an uppek by means of a small
pump. The tilting washbasin was from the Beresford system.

Heated using a Thermosiphon system, this car also had a steam pipe which fed a Koerting inject
mounted as a bypass on the thermosiphon outlet pipe. It was gas lit, vedtity means of vane fans
and had a Westinghouse brake as well as an immobilizing screw brake.

Belgian State network August 21, 1899

Bruxelles Ostende,

Bruxelles Blankenberge Heyst,
Bruxelles Malines- Anvers,

Bruxelles Liége- Verviers- Herbesthal,
Verviers- Pepinster- Spa,
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Bruxelles Charleroi,

Bruxelles Namur- Arlon,

Bruxelles Charleroi Namur,

Ostende- Ardenne,

BruxellesQuartierLéopold- Ottignies- Gembloux,
Ostende- Gand- Anvers,

Ostende- Lille,

Paris- Bruxelles- Amsterdam.

The Belgian State bought 44 of these 53 cars by a law that came into force on December 1, 1901;
entrusted its rental to CIWL by exclusive contract running until December 31, 1928 (law subsequentl
revised on December 5, 1903, entlrental postponed to 1933). Interrupted between 1914 and 1918,
services did not resume until July 1919. Then from 1922, given the low revenue, the number of servicg
offered was reduced. In the summer of 1928, there remained in Belgium only 4 WSR nt3E8321517,

1518 and 9 WS n° 1501, 1503, 1505, 1508, 1509, 1510, 1521, 1522, 1523 which circulated on the follow
relationships:

-4 WSR: Brussel$ierbesthal n° 11686 (BrusselsJemelle n° 1214285), 614126, Ostend Tourcoing
- Lille n° 254545 (from July 1 to September 30),

-9 WS: Brusseld.iege n° 62656, BrusselsKortrijk n° 2812823, BrusselsCalais n° 15469, Ostend
Brussels n° 3042055, n° 3034045, seaside trains July and August Brussel®stend no.
3085/3024/30973012/3041/3098.

In 1931, there were only four cars left, n° 1503, 1508, 1522 and 1523 used in Bru@stdad, these
services ending on May 15, 1931.

There thus remained a fleet of 9 units remaining the property of CIWL (WS n° 1542, 1546 to 1553) whig
used than on various services. The buffet was first removed on WS n°® 1546 to 1553 for a capacity of 3
seats. From 1905, WS n° 1542 became a classic restaurant car offering 48 seats in two dining roo
(summer 1909 ParisNancy and Avricourt). According to thensmer and winter a service, the presence

of these lounges was particularly noted in the compositions of the Riagpaiess (winter 1907908: WS

n° 1546, 1549, 1550 LyeWentimiglia and WS n° 1551 The Haghbeankfurt am Main). Others were also
visiblein the VichyExpress trains (summer 1910: WS n° 1549, 1551, 1552, 1553). Performances in Ita
between Milan and Cannes (winter 19@904), route then brought back between Genoa and Cannes
(SaintPetersburgVienneNiceCannesExpress WS n° 1549, 1551, 1&5the summer of 1913). In 1910,

the two WS n° 1546 and 1550 were in turn transformed into WR with 44 seats; in the company of WR
1542, all three rotated between Avignon and Ventimiglia (summer 1913). Adapted to Irun, the two WS n
1547 and 1548 wereransferred to the Iberian Peninsula to serve on the -Eugress departing from
Lisbon; they were joined in 1920 by WS n°® 1549 and 1553 which remained parked in-asBoesa
during the war.

In the aftermath of the conflict, the three WRs n° 1542, 1546 and 1550 restarted their commercial service
on a Paris Calais connection (summer 1920) then between Paris and Tourcoing (summer 1921). Th
Italian fleet received WS n° 1551 and 1552 whichehs far made a few rotations from Prague. We met
them until June 30, 1926 on a Rom&enoa train. To complete a train running on the RonNaples

route, CIWL leased the two WSs nos. 1539 and 1541 from the Belgian State Railways; they were replaqp

in Juy 1926 by WS n° 1551 and 1552 running until the autumn.

After the Northern Region, WR n° 1542 served between Lyon and Strasbourg (summer 1926), while W
n° 1547 was used between Madrid and Hendaye (trainsI0)9WS n° 1548, 1549 and 1553 circulating
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between Lisbon and Porto. Based in Milan, the WS n° 1551 and 1552, which made trips to Trieste in 19
in the compositions of the Simple@rientExpress, were parked in 1927 at Greco pending their reforms.
Assigned to Basel, the two WRs n° 1546 and 1556redtexpress trains in the direction of Milan; they
were then transferred to Bucharest in the winter of 192829 and reformed in the summer of 1930. The
Iberian park was gradually withdrawn from the compositions from 1931; however, we note their use in
the winter of 19301931 between Madrid and Bilbao (WS n° 1547 and 1548) before they were garaged ir]
Aravaca in 1932.

In 1906, the CIWL completed its staffing of lounge cars by acquiring two WS n°® 1677, 1678. Delivered
the CGC on September 21, their lengtrer buffers remained fixed at 19.740 m, their capacity being 30
seats,; they were equipped with type Y bogies. Their career began on the Tr&ixghess and the Sud
Express. In the summer of 1910, they were in service on the SBxpiess before retning to the Sud
Express (summer 1914). During the First World War, these two vehicles were parked in Vendéme (WS
1677) and Serquigny (WS n° 1678). At the beginning of the 1920s, they found their previous bearings
the SudExpress until November 192€ofnmissioning of metal Pullman bodies on the 15th).

Following these arrivals, they were transferred to the Iberian Peninsula at the beginning of 1927. Thg
CIWL workshops in Irun changed their bogies and adapted them to the traffic conditions on the wid€
tracks. They resumed their services first in the summer of 1930 in the Bardekpness to PoiBou then
between Lisbon and Porto until 1935. Then parked, they were reformed in 1941 and sold in Lisbon.

The last series in 1913 and the end of the services

In June 1913, the Pragdmsed firm Ringhofferovy Zavody & Sp delivered the last four teak lounge cars
to the CIWL. With a length over buffers of 20.300 m, the four WS n° 2443 to 2446 hadrextahlirame

and Utype bogies. Their interior fittings offede26 seats. Beginning their commercial careers on the
TrouvilleExpress before being directed to the Stxpress in the winter of 191114, they returned to

the TrouvilleExpress until the end of July 1914. During the conflict, the WS n° 2445 and 24¢tlare

in Chateaudun while WS n° 2443 was requisitioned to be used for travel by General Foch, WS n° 24
being used for the official trips of Georges Clemenceau, President of the Council from 1917.

In 19191920 after repair and refitting into a livingam, they resumed their services in the SExpress.

The two trains needed for this train then mobilized sixteen of the nineteen lounge cars present in the
French fleet (WS n° 842, 911, 956, 957, 960, 961, 962, 963, 964, 965, 1677, 1678, 2443, 2444, 2445
2446) leaving only the 3 WS n°® 912, 1551 and 1552 available, blue with 20 seats only.

At the beginning of 1926, these four units were renovated; their outside were thus covered with sheet
metal to hide the teak friezes. Their seating capacity was redt@@0 passengers. Repainted in brown
and cream livery, those of the Pullman Stixbress, they ensured from November 1926 the forces of the
SudExpress as well as the reserves in Hendaye. Following sufficient availability of Pullman cars, WS
2443 and 244 were then transferred to Spain in the winter of 19P%9. Adapted to broad gauge by
exchanging their bogies, they were found in the summer of 1929 in the compositions of the Barcelona|
Express for routes from Barcelona to the French border. This assigmtmanged rapidly with their return

to France in the summer of 1930. Parked in Villeneuve, the four units were again maodified, their origina
type U bogies being replaced by new Pennsylvania ones. Their bodies were repainted in the colours of tl
blue ard cream Pullmans in order to be able to circulate as such in the new Gbldentain-Pullman
Express train to circulate on the Swiss BLS network (Zweisimimeerlaken route) from June 15 to
September 10, 1931; for this service, their redesigned faslitow offered 14 1st class seats and 18 2nd
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class seats. This relationship having very quickly been a commercial failure, they remained on Swiss {
until their pronounced reforms in 1938.

Alas, none of these salon vehicles were ultimately saved antsthaghame. Representative of a certain
period of travel, they would undoubtedly have been appreciated by visitors to railway museums. In the
era of highspeed trains, one can always dream of the reconstruction of a CIWL trainset in teak wood from
the 190Gs...

EL VAGN DE BENI

por Juan Delgado Luna

Aspecto actual de las instalaciones del restaurante. En primer plano el coche6$%Aaspera pacientemente la llegada de
GLI aF 2SNRa @& O2YSyal f Saé¢ Curehtappéadied dvthe rdsiauxaht fatil@ies. InltieEbredfobinia | NJY
theSSAc mo OF NJ LI GASydte FglAda GKS | NNAGFE 2F aLIl 4aSy3aSNA

INTRODUCCION

Cualquier amante del ferrocarril y de la buena cocina se quedara sorprendido al E#sWagén de Beni
- en la poblacién madrilefia de Hoyo de Manares.

Paseando por las calles del pueblo, nadie se espera encontrar esta gran sorpresa. ¢ Sera un museo
ferrocarril? La curiosidad hace que nos adentremosueninstalacionegjuedando aténitos al ver en su
andén dos lujosos coches de época y urtacsn.
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De sobra es conocido por cualquier habitante de esta poblacién el antigdeeBtaurante de Pepe,
propiedad del suegro de Benito Celestino, nuestro protagorestalque la buena comida de toda la vida
no dejaba indiferente al mejaromensal.

Desde finales de los afios 80, Benito barajaba la posibilidad de crear un nuevo negocio hostelero que
saliese del tipico restaurante clasico y ofreciese un servicio acorde a los nuevos tiempos. En él
innovacion, lacalidad y el buen servickarian atractiwla visita de los comensales de siempre. A estos se
sumarian muchos forasteros a los que les mereciese la pena realizar un viaje desde las poblacior]
limitrofes, la capital o de cualquier punto de Espafa, por diversas razemks, ellas ademas de la
culinaria la ferroviaria Y ellg por disponer de una estacion, agrdy dos coches dignos de formar parte

de las composiciones mas prestigiosas de los expresos de lujo de todos los tiempos como el Orig
Express. (1)

Por esas fecha€elesino conversé con sus dos hermanos, por cierto empleados de la Compagnie des
Wagons Lits, acerade la idea de comprar uno de estos coche® su defectpalguno enajenado por
Renfe para poder emprender ese nuevo negocio. Asi, tras varias gessiomggsla posibilidad de adquirir

un vehiculo que aunque no era un prestigioso coche Wagongaite los Lx o WiRcumplia gran parte

de las exigencias requeridas, aunque habia que traerlo desde Aranda deChedva. Su estado era
lamentable, por la dejadey vandalismo al que habia estado sometido tras ser dado de baja en RENFE.

A continuacion los lectores podran conocer las interesaiffistorias de estos dos vehiculos que
conocieron otros tiempos en los que las estaciones y los recintos ferroviaradmesmpregnados de
olor a carbonilla y la vida no era tan estresante. Gracias a la gran labor de Benitcshieeatos del

Benito Celestingposa junto a uno de los testeros de su querido vehiculo. El esfuerzo valié la pena y todas esas jornadas de
duro trabajo se ven recompensadas con el agradecimiento de aquellas personas que diariamente visitan las instalaciones Y
gue se van con un buen sabor de boca gracias a la profesionalidad del personal de este curioso restatnémizedida por

los propietarios. Benito Celestino poses next to one of the front ends of his beloved vehicle. The effort was worth it and all
those days of hard work are rewarded with the gratitude of those people who visit the facilities on a daily basis and whe lea
with a goodtaste in their mouths thanks to the professionalism of the staff at this curious restaurdioto provided by the
owners.

Amis des Wagonkits Newslettei#16 i Octdber 2022 Page24

ES

nt




temido soplete y hoy lucen sus mejores galesnemorando aquellas épocgsasadas que ya no
regresaran pero quguedarongrabadas en la memoria colectiva de todos nosotros. Si a todo esto unimos
un ambiente ferroviario y un servicio de restauracion digno de los mejores trenes dehgmoscomo
NBadzZ G§F R2 aSt @l 3dIJsy RS . SyAé o { keyfipotenl prirery G&yosd | N
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Corresponde a un coche de segunda clase de la Companiia de los Ferros@lestele Espafia. BWfhv
263, ex RENFE B3 de 1931. Estaba integrado en la serie BWfhv 261 a 275. Fue fabricado por Sociedd
Andnima Vers. Se trataban de coches de pasillo lateral con capacidad para 56 plazas, distribuidas e
departamentos y dos WC.

La serie de la que procede nuestro vehicul thasformada en RENFBrmandose la numeracioBBR
261y 262, asi como BB 263 a | 273 y 275, ademas del cotdreata clase CC 271.

La longitud entre topes erde 18.200mm, siendo la distancia entre ejes de bogies de 11.500mm. En
relacion a las dimesiones de la caja, su longitud era de 17.00Qmsrandola anchura de la mismee
3.150mm. Su bastidor era de hierro, con caja de madera y plataformas extremas cerradas. Estaba dota
de freno por vacio y husillo. En la serie original el bogie era deP8pasylvania, con eje WR y caja de
engrase 14R, aunque como podemos ver en nuestro, tafiee cambiado el bogie por otro denominado
LJ2 LJdzf | NJ Sy (i & canteptlizdiniak aftydeaque nos recuerda los coches clasicos de la CIWL.
La calefaccion y saslumbrado eran del tipo eléctrico. Estuvo durante un tiempo considerable destinado
en La Corufa, ya numerado como $38 (UIGso 71 99-20 162-8). EN €sa etapa estaba pintado de veydss
posible segun nos comenta Manuel Gonzalez Marquee hacia 198 fuera asignado a Linar@aeza
donde presté importantes servicios de socorro. Fue rotulado como Chalter delntervencionlLocat
LinaresBaeza.

Como suele ocurrir en RENFE, con la incorporacion de nuevo material moévil, el anterior queda obsole
y la mayor parte de las veces es dado de baja y ofrecido en venta a un chatarrero que con buenos ojos
en estos vehiculos un buen rendimiento econdémico. Afortunadamente en este caso pudo ser rescatad
in extremigpor Benito y Maria del Carmen, del Centrod#sguace de Aranda de Duero en Burgos. Ellos
se encargaron de darle una segunda vida, esta vez como coche restaurante.

El SSA14 Norte AAO6/RENFE A806, que se llevd al mismo tiempo que nuestro protagonista a este
centro de desguace burgalésambién esta felizmente preservado. En esta ocasion por el Museo del
Ferrocarril de Asturias, aunque esta pendiente su restauracién. También, al igual que suearempari
prestd sus Ultimos servicios en Linai&eza, como coctie Gran Intervencién. En relacion al $38

fue comprado por Benito a precio de kithatarra, teniendo que afadir los costes del traslado.

"ﬂﬂ @1};
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En esta curiosa instantanea, tomada el 22 deero de 1975 en La Corufia, vemos al coche RENFB1894nto a un coche
ynnn @& dzy awWé Saidl OA2ylR2 S&LISNIYYyR2 dzy ydz8@2 &aSNBAOAZ®
Manuel Gonzéalez Marquez. Obsérvese a lo largo del bastidguezjo de eslingascables de arrastre para su utilizacion en
rescates.In this curious snapshot, taken on January 22, 1975 in La Corufia, we see the RENEFE3 $8Anext to a 8000 car
and a "J" parked waiting for a new service. The photo is of Luis Ca®entis, provided by our friend Manuel Gonzélez

Marquez. Observe along the frame the set of slingigg cables for use in rescues
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oche Taller de Intervencién Local de LinaReeza RENFESSAC Mo 2 dz] G2 uha nge soWdéro, @spdrando un
triste final en el Centro de Desguace de Aranda de Duero. Benito impedira que se lleve a cabo, salvandolo para siempre. Fot
tomada por Manuel Gonzalez Marquez el 25 de marzdl@89.LinaresBaeza RENFE Local Intervention Workshop-&G8A
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613 next to a'J" and a rescue crane, waiting for a sad end at the Aranda de Duero Scrapping Center. Benito will prevent it
from being carried out, saving it forevePhoto taken by Manuel Gonzalez Marquez on March 25, 1989

Operacién de izado desde las vias de lastataciones de MadrieLa Imperial al camiéigondola de Cesareo Martin. Foto
proporcionada por la familia. 27 de abril de 1989. Hoisting operation from the tracks of the Maldeidmperial facilities to the
truck-gondola of Cesareo Martin. Photo provided Hye family. April 27, 1989.

El transporte del vehiculo se realizd por ferrocarril en una primera etapa, desde Aranda de Duero has
las instalaciones de clasificacion de Vicalvaro. Después se llevd hasta la playa de vias dedskalrid
Imperial, lugar erel que se procedio al izado por dos grias Demag HC 120, una de ellas la n°® 18 de
empresa Azcona, y posterior colocacién sobre el camién goéndola Mark DM 895 ST 6X4 n° 37
Transportes Especiales Cesareo Martin Sanz hasta su destino final.

1
Jar
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Lentamente va llegando la comitiva a su destino. En la foto podemos ver el transporte especial a su paso peRekBarante
Pepe. Algunos transelntes asisten a un espectéculo inusual en el pueblo. Sin prisa pero sin pausa el viaje estaba llsgando a
final. Foto cortesia de la familia. 27 de abril de 1989. Slowly the procession arrives at its destination. In the photo we can see
the special transport as it passes through the Bestaurant Pepe. Some passdrg attend an unusual show in town. Slowly
but surely the journey was coming to an enBhoto courtesy of the family. April 27, 1989.
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La mafiana del 27 de abril de 1989 los habitantes de Hoyo de Manzanares asistian incrédulos a la lleg
a esta localidad de este curioso e inusual transporte. Fingkenéras callejear los apenas 3 kilometros
jdzS 2 aSLI NIy Sy AGaNBIAYSY RS YIYyA20NI aé O2NRYy
estaba a punto de llegar a la explanada donde dos grdas lo izaron y situaron en su emplazamien
definitivo, unpequefio tramo de via con traviesas de madera sin nada mas alrededor que un descampad
G+ t£20dzNF RS dzy SYLINBYRSR2NJ SYLISTFo6lF | aSNI dzy
largas horas de trabajo, tension y nervios, finalmente habia oakhoi. Esa noche sus nuevos duefios
dormirian tranquilos. Mirandolo desde la perspectiva actual esta decision econémicamente fue muy
arriesgada.

La complicada logistica de traslado ,a la que hubo que sumar innumerables gastos inesperados que fue
saliendosegun se realizaban las distintas fases de restauracion y acondicionamiento del material
instalaciones, no fueron nada faqgiero afortunadamente aquella toma de decisién con el tiempo se
convirtié en un acierto, aunque también hay que pensar que pduaber sido un fracaso.

Una de las primeras actuaciones previaswelaque se procedia a la restauracion del material mévil, fue
crear un andén y montar una marquesina metalica (cerdedssia) que reguardase los vehiculos y a los
futuros comensales,demas de crear el edificio del restaurante.

! l( :lk J'
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Posicionamiento géndolaramo de via. En esta operacion hay que prestar mucha atencién a la fragilidad de los puntos de
amarre, arqueamiento y deformaciones del bastidor. En este caso los testeros podian suponproblema por el estado en

gue se encontraban. La profesionalidad de los gruistas garaniiz buen trabajo y el vehiculo fue instalado sobre el tramo de

via, calzandose posteriormente para evitar desplazamientos indeseados. Foto proporcionada por sus propietarios. 27 de abril
de 1989.

Positioning gondolasection of track.In this operation, grat attention must be paid to the fragility of the fastening points,
bowing and deformation of the frame. In this case, the headwalls could be a problem due to the state they were in. The
professionalism of the crane drivers ensured a good job and the viehieas installed on the section of track, subsequently

chocking to avoid unwanted displacement. Photo provided by their owners. April 27, 1989.

Amis des Wagonkits Newslettei#16 i Octdber 2022 Page29

da

o1

pn

M



S s s B B e a e g A‘f.»?;mw .
En estas dos instantaneas podemos ver las operaciones de izado y colocacion del coche en el tramo de via. Benito y y Estrel
posan para la posteridadH primero de sus suefios se habia cumplidd. a+F Isy RS . Syré &l 8§
proporcionada pora familia.27 de abril de 1989.

In these two snapshots we can see the operations of hoisting and placing the car on the section of track. Benito and aiid Estr
pose for posterity. The first of his dreams had come true. The "Beni Wagon" was alreadhpiae. Photo provided by the
family. April 27, 1989

En esta instantdnea podemos ver el lamentable
estado del interior de este coche, sintoma de la
dejadez y actos vandalicos sufridos tras la baja en
la red ferroviaria. Hubo que desguazar los
departamertos para hacer diafano su interior,
faltaba mucho trabajo por hacer, pero felizmente
se habia salvado del desguace, le esperaba un
nuevo uso, esta vez como coche restauranf@to
proporcionada por la familia del propietario.

In this snapshot we can see ¢hunfortunate state
of the interior of this car, a symptom of neglect and
acts of vandalism suffered after being dropped
from the railway network.The apartments had to
be scrapped to make their interior diaphanous,
there was still a lot of work to belone, but happily

it had been saved from scrapping, a new use
awaited it, this time as a restaurant carPhoto
provided by the owner's family.
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Tuvieron que pasar mas de 5 afios para que este proyecto se materializase en su totalidad. Gracias 4
ayuda deManolo, gran profesional, conocido en el pueblo por su habilidad en trabajos de ebanisteria 'y €
tio Benito, a los que ayudé su hijo Manolin, se pudo llevar hacia adelante este inusual proyecto, dandoj
vida y esplendor a este coche.

Tras una primera iq@ccion ocular, se comprob6 que habia gusstituir gran parte del friso de madera

de los laterales (interior y exterior), recomponer el esqueleto que lo sustentaba, dafiado por el tiempo ¢
inclemencias meteorolégicas, con zonas podridas, a las que sda&taitd de mantenimiento. El bastidor

fue granallado, y se aplico una primera capa de imprimacion, a la que le siguié la pintura definitiva, en
cual se realizé la rotulacion de las caracteristicas del coche y su denominacion en RENFE. Los dos test
fueron desmontados para dejarlos con balconcillos a los que se les afiadieron refuerzos y una escalera ¢
barandilla de época para acceso de visitantes y comensales. Hubo que sanear e impermeabilizar el teq
del vehiculo, aprovechando la ocasion pamizar una nueva distribucion interior, aislarlo térmicamente
con la aplicaciéon de espuma de poliuretano, instalandose nuevo cableado eléctrico, sistema antincendio
de ventilaciérgcalefaccion (equipos sobre el techo exterior) y conductos de d&fjusaudo fue sustituido

por tarima flotante.

k

Diversas etapas de la restauracion, granallado del bastidor y trabajos de ebanistatfas cortesia propietarios.

Various stages of restoration, shot blasting of the frame and joinery wdpkotos courtesy owners.

Su interior fue forrado de madera con mdadulos estilo Wagons Lits, con apliques y lujosa decoracion clasi
de un restaurante de época. Mereceanas fotografias las mesas montadas adornadas con centros

florales, que nada tienen queneidiar a las de los mas prestigiosos trenes de lujo en sus épocas de
esplendor en los que se servian los mas selectos manjares a la sociedad mas pudiente del momento.

Parecia que el trabajo nunca iba a finalizar, pero en los miles de ratos libres rabatias dia, como
comenta Benito, el esfuerzo empezaba a dar resultados.
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Tras la operacion de granallado del bastidor, se pudieron ver distintas capas de pintura que sirvieron como cata para aplicar
el color del bastidor mas acorde a su estado origiri@dtos cedidas por sus propietarios.

After the shot blasting operation of the frame, different layers of paint could be seen that served as a taster to appgotber
of the frame more in keeping with its original state. Photos provided by their owners.

il
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En la instantanea superior podemos ver el forrado del armazén superior del techo y de sus laterales interiores. En la inferio
se puede observar la aplicacion de material de impermeabilizacion del techo, eliminacion de testeros extremos, pintado de
imprimacién de bogies, timoneria de freno y bastidor, ademas del forrado exterior con listones de maéetas cortesia
propietarios.

In the snapshot above we can see the lining of the upper frame of the roof and its interior sides. In the lower one yoe&an s
the application of waterproofing material to the roof, elimination of end walls, primer painting of bogies, brake wheelhouse
and frame, in addition to the exterior cladding with wooden slatBhotos courtesy owners.

& X "'n"' o
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En un primer momento se lepensé llafa a [ I Sadlk OAsy RS t2a NIdz2a f
dia pudiendo observar en sus cristales interiores la siglas EDR con locomotoras serigrafiadas.

Llega el momento de citar el segundo coche del que dispone el restaurante que procede del extint
ferrocarril OlotGerona.

En la Comparia Nacional de los Ferrocarriles del Oeste, dasstis cochesBRW261 y BRW 26Pprestaron servicio como
mixtos 22 clase/comedotbar. A RENFE pasaron corB8R261 y BBR26Ra caja es de similares caracteristicas, qum la
distribucién interior difiere. Su constructor, la S.A. Vers, de Malaga. Plano propiedad del autor

On the National Western Railway Company, two of these cars, BRW261 and BRW 262, served as mixed 2nd classldining
They passed to RENFE as BBIR26d BBR262. The box has similar characteristics, although the interior layout differs. Its
builder, the S.A. You see, from Malaga. Map owned by the author..

Representacion artistica del Vagon de Beni. En el dibujo se pueden observar viajgrasdo a través de las ventanas y una
sefiorial pareja junto a su nieta en el dia de su Primera Comunidn. Dibujo realizado a mano por el autor.

Artistic representation of the Beni Wagorn the drawing you can see travellers looking through the windowsdaen stately
couple with her granddaughter on the day of her First Communion. Drawing made by hand by the author.
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EL VAGON ALFONSO Xl
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Coche Salén A. Construido, en madera y sobre bastidor metalico, por la firma Cravens. Fue vendido a un particlitadel
junio de 1973. Foto cedida por sus propietarios.

Saloon car Al. Built, in wood and on a metal frame, by the firm Cravens. It was sold to a private individual on June 14, 1973.

Photo courtesy of its owners
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En esta bonita foto podemos ver las distas mesas interiores montadas para dar servicio de restauracion. Obsérvese la calidad

y acabados de sus interiores de madera, todo un lujo para la vistdo cedida por los propietarios.
In this interesting photograph we can see the two cars sold t@ tBEHFE. The first of them corresponds to th&lCbeing in

second place the 8. .Manzanares hole. Photo courtesy of Carlos Guasch
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Este coche Salén de madera y bastidor metalico numerado celméua fabricado en Inglaterra en 1893
por la firma Cravens Railway Carriage, C° Ltd, situada en Sheffield.Este vehiculo disponia de unos coma
sofas y pequefias mesas de té.

Su propietarioel Ferrocarril d®lot aGerona, lo utilizaba en ocasiones especiales, por lo que existen muy
pocas fotografias de época. La mayor parte del tiempo estaba guardado en las naves del taller, aunq
pasaba las revisiones pertinentes para poder ser utilizadmdo era necesario.

En el viajo S.M Alfonso XIlIl en compafiia de la Reina Victoria Eugenia en una visita a Gerona en el
1927.

Benito Celestino lo adquirié a un particular de las cercanias madrilefias, junto a otros dos vehiculos m
de la misma casagaunque estos ultimos fueron construidos posteriormente en1901.

Estos dos otros coches de viajeros eran de tercera clase y estaban numerados -8omndz11,
respectivamente.

A

(I

En esta interesante fotografia podemos ver los dos coches vendidos al CEHFE. El primero de ellos corresptfidesta@do
en segundo lugarel G8. . Hoyo de Manzanares. Foto cedida por Carlos Guasch.

In this interesting photograph we can see the two cars sold to the CEHFE. The first of them corresponds tdtheding in
second place the 8. .Manzanares hole. Photo courtesy of Carl@siasch.

En sus planes habia pensado también transformarlos y utilizarlos en su negocio hostelero. Fue en €

punto cuando intervino el Centro de Estudios Historicos del Ferrocarril Espafiol (CEHFE), entidad puntdf

en la materia, a través de la relacion quen Celestino tenia el presidente de la entidad, Carlos Guasch.
Este le hizo ver el gran valor cultural y patrimonial que caracterizaba a ambos vehiculos, el cual 1
aconsejaba su transformacion, sino la restitucion a su estado de

Amis des Wagonkits Newslettei#16 i Octdber 2022 Page36

llos

e




Una vez colocados lados coches cuidadosamente en la plataforma del transporte especial, se encaminaron hacia su destino,
la poblacion de Olot. Esperemos que este retorno sea el definitivo y estas dos grandes piezas puedan ser restauradas par.
disfrute de todos nosotros. Latizacion: cercanias de Olot. Coche8 ¢ G11. Foto cedida por Carlos Guasch.

Once the two cars were carefully placed on the platform of the special transport, they headed towards their destination, the
town of Olot. We hope that this return is the daitive one and these two great pieces can be restored for the enjoyment of
all of us. Location: near Olot. Cars8Gand C11. Photo courtesy of Carlos Guasch.

origen y su puesta en valor al servicio de la sociedad espafiola. Persuadido Celestino rikidaddie
tales planteamientos, accedid a vendérselos al CEHFE para compensar los costes que hasta ag
momento habia tenido. Guasch accedié a que la entidad se hiciera cargo de dichos costes por me
responsabilidad histérica, pues la entidad que presith realizaba actividad alguna ligada a material
diferente al de ancho normal espafiol (1.672 mm), cuando los dos coches en cuestién eran de via métri
(1.000 mm). La idea de Guasch era buscar un posterior interesado, evitando, en primera instancia,
transformacién y asegurando, en segunda, su puesta en valor, en el marco de cualquier iniciativa ¢
caracter cultural y patrimonial en la que ambos encajaran adecuadamente por su ancho de via. Asi,
CEHFE lgareservo durante un tiempo hasta que, tras warsondeos, logré interesar a un interlocutor

capaz de apreciar la importancia de estas valiosas piezas historicas. Tras las conversaciones y acue
oportunos, en 2007 el Excmo. Ayto de Olot (Girona) se hizo cargo definitivamente de los mismos, dent
de un plan de puesta en valor del antiguo e histérico ferrocarril al que habian pertenecido los vehiculog

gue debia dar lugar a la creacién del Centro de Interpretacién del mismo en esta localidad gerundensij.

Esperemos que en un futuro no muy lejano, loghas finalicen su actual proceso de restauracion
(desarrollado actualmente bajo potestad y direccidén del Ayuntamiento local) y puedan ser disfrutados po
todos, aportando un signo de identidad de la comarca de la Garrotxa y de su pequefio pero important
ferrocarril, el cual nunca debié ser clausurado.
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Otra interesante instantanea del interior del vehiculo en la que se crea un amiente especial y reservado para parejas y
enamorados.Foto institucional de los propietarios.

Another interesting snapshot of the interior of the vehicle in which a special aspbere is created, reserved for couples and
lovers. Institutional photo of the owners.

En el pequefio y coqueddagon Alfonso Xlslus comensales pueden disfrutar de una cena romantica que
sera inolvidable. En su interior se ha creado un espacio sefiorgalngupasara inadvertido a sus

comensales. A esto hay que afiddBrestantes zonas dmslj dz8 RA &Ly Sy Saidl a Ay
I LIS+ RS N@®imeéneaddéM Is5 y & & 9 & (i Ralidpofy ddogédor ricn, idedl para cualquier
reunion familiar, empesarial o de amigos en el que podemos encontrar, entre otras piezas, maquetas de
la prestigiosa marca de trenes a escala Marklimezxiosas serigrafiablasno se puede pedir.
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EL RECUERDO

Uno de los suefios de Benito y su esposa ha podido convertirse en realidad. Ellos lo quieren compartir ¢
los demasyiajando a su estacioen la que tiene parada estable un tren con el que trasladarse al pasado
sin moverte del presente.
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Placa del constictor ingles Craveng.oto Juan Delgado. Cravens English builder's gratato Juan Delgado

El esfuerzo empleado en su restauracion y su puesta en servicio comercial, han merecido la pena al
como cada dia se hace un poco mas feliz a cada uno derntensales que visitan sus instalaciones y a

los que aumuedan por llegar a sus andeneirva este pequefio trabajo de homenaje a estos grandes
emprendedores que, con la ayuda de su hija Ana, hacen posible que este suefio siga haciéndose realid
cada dia.

El Vagén de Beni, esta situado en la Calle de San Macario, 6 de Hoyo de Manzanares (Madr
https://elvagondebeni.es

Agradecimientos: En primer lugar a Ana Celestino, hija de Benito, por la atencion y paciencia que ha tenido con nosatsiangain
embarazada, a Estrellay al propio Benito Celestino y su esposa Maria del Carmen Safiokriowledgments: First of all to Ana Celestino,
Benito's daughter, for the care and patience she has had with us, even while pregnant, to Estrella and to Batiito Giehself
and his wife Maria del Carmen Salmeron.

Como en muchas ocasiones, tampatgjaré de nombrar a Manuel Gonzalez Marquez, Manuel Galan Eruste, Carlos Guasch (presidente del
CEHFE), Julio Armando Garcia Mendoza, Luis Campo Sentis, Angel Quinz¥ieente Ferrer y Enrique Dopico,por sus conocimientos y
sabiduria en temas histérieferroviarios y todos los compafieros que han colaborado de una u otra manera en la realizacion de este breve trabajo.
As on many occasionswill also mention ManueGonzalez Marquez, Manuel Galan Eruste, Carlos Guasch (president of the
CEHFE), Julio Armando Garcia Mendoza, Luis Campo Sentis, Angel Gonzalez Mir, Vicente Ferrer and Enrique Dopico, for
knowledge and wisdom. in historiesdilway issues and all theolleagues who have collaborated in one way or another in the
realization of this brief workRealmente estos coches no podrian circular en la composicion del Orient Express,sin modificaciones por
diferencias técnicas, gélibos o anchos de viaentre Gilasdzd | a = | dzy'ljdz§ 9t a+! Dhb mMopoméd St RSyz2yY
imaginacion de muchos de los que sentimos el ferrocarril como algo nudieally these cars could not circulate in the composition of
the Orient Express, without modifidahs due to technical differences, gauges or track gauges among other causes, although the
"VAGON 1931" and the smalled "ALFONSO XIII" could do so in the imagination of many of us who feel the railway as somethin
of our own.

@

Nostalgiagcuerdos de otra época

Luna 2022
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EL VAGON DE BENbI.Translation)

INTRODUCCION

Any lover of the railway and good cuisine will be surprised when visiingagén de Benin the Madrid
town of Hoyo de Manzanares.

Walking through thestreets of the town, no one expects to find this great surprise. Will it be a railway
museum? Curiosity makes us enter its facilities, being astonished to see two luxurious vintage cars and
station on its platform.

The old BaRestaurant of Pepe, owned Ithe fatherin-law of Benito Celestino, our protagonist, in which
the good food of a lifetime did not leave the best diner indifferent, is well known by any inhabitant of this
town.

Since the end of the 1980s, Benito was considering the possibility atirggea new hotel business that
would go beyond the typical classic restaurant and offer a service accordingewh&imes. In him the
innovation, the quality and the good service would make the visit of the usual diners attractive. To these
would be adled many foreigners who would find it worthwhile to make a trip from the neighbouring
towns, the capital or from anywhere in Spain, for various reasons, including, in addition to culinary, the
railway. And this, for having a station, platform and two aaosthy of being part of the most prestigious
compositions of luxury expresses of all time such as the Orient Express. (1)

Around that time, Celestino talked with his two brothers, by the way employees of the Compagnie des
Wagons Lits, about the idea of bog one of these cars or, failing that, one sold by Renfe in order to start
this new business. Thus, after several steps, the possibility of acquiring a vehicle arose that, although
was not a prestigious Wagons Lits car (such as the Lx or WR), meajeapkt of the required
requirements, although it had to be brought from Aranda de De@hmlva. Its condition was unfortunate,
due to the carelessness and vandalism to which it had been subjected after being discharged from REN

Next, readers will be db to learn the interesting stories of these two vehicles that knew other times in
which the stations and the railway enclosures were impregnated with the smell of charcoal and life wag
not so stressful. Thanks to the great work of Benito they were sawed the dreaded torch and today
they wear their best clothes, recalling those past times that will no longer return but that were recorded
in the collective memory of all of us. yes to all this

We combine a railway environment and a catering service wooththe best luxury trains, resulting in
GGKS . SyA grF3aA2yéd 2 A0K2dzi TFdzZNITKSNJ O2YYSyidz ¢S
protagonists: "The Big Wagon"

dxt!' Dhb wmMdpowmE

Corresponds to a second class car of the Western Spanish Railwaysn@oBiWwihv263, ex RENFE BB
263, from 1931. It was part of the BWfhv 261 to 275 series. It was manufactured by Sociedad Andnim

Vers. They were side aisle cars with a capacity for 56 seats, distributed in 7 compartments and two WC||.

Amis des Wagonkits Newslettei#16 i Octdber 2022 Page40

E.



The series from which owehicle comes was transformed into RENFE, forming the numbering BBR 261
and 262, as well as BB 263 to 273 and 275, in addition to the third class car CC 271.

The length between buffers was 18,200mm, with the bogie wheelbase being 11,500mm. In reldtien to
dimensions of the body, its length was 17,000mm, with a width of 3,250mm. Its frame was made of iron
with a wooden box and closed end platforms. It was equipped with a vacuum brake and spindle. In th
original series, the bogie was of the Pennsylaappe, with a WR axle and a 14R grease box, although as
S Oy aS8SS Ay 2dz2NJ OFasSz (KS 023AS ¢ a OKIFy3aSR
and which reminds us of the CIWL classic cars. The heating and its lighting were oftiihetgpee He

was stationed in La Corufia for a considerable time, already humbered #&&13881G60 71 9929 162

8). At that stage it was painted green and it is possible, as Manuel Gonzélez Marquez tells us, that arou
1980 it was assigned to LinarBaeza, where it provided important relief services. It was labelled as Local
Intervention CatWorkshop LinaresBaeza.

As is often the case in RENFE, with the incorporation of new rolling stock, the previous one becomq
obsolete and most of the time it igithdrawn and offered for sale to a scrap metal dealer who sees good
economic performance in these vehicles. Fortunately, in this case, it was able to be rescued in extrem
by Benito and Maria del Carmen, from the Aranda de Duero Scrapping Centre is.Bitligp were in
charge of giving it a second life, this time as a restaurant car.

The SSA14 Norte AA06/RENFE A806, which was taken to this Burgos scrapyard at the same time as
our protagonist, is also happily preserved. On this occasion by the &stRéilway Museum, although its
restoration is pending. Also, like his partner, he provided his last services in LBaees, as a Grand
Intervention coach. In relation to the S8A3, it was bought by Benito at the price of kilcrap, having

to add thecosts of the transfer.

The vehicle was transported by rail in a first stage, from Aranda de Duero to the Vicalvaro classificatio
facilities. It was then taken to the Madr®aseo Imperial railway yard, where it was hoisted by two Demag

HC 120 cranes, ored them number 18 from the Azcona company, and subsequently placed on the Mark
DM 895 gondola truck. ST 6X4 n° 37 of Transportes Especiales Cesareo Martin Sanz to its final destinat

On the morning of April 27, 1989, the inhabitants of Hoyo de Manzmnamatched in disbelief as this
curious and unusual transport arrived in this town. Finally, after strolling the barely 3 kilometres that
separate it in "manoeuvring regime" it crowned Pepe's-getaw's Bar Nuevo. The dilapidated wagon
was about to reackhe esplanade where two cranes hoisted it up and placed it in its final location, a small
section of track with wooden sleepers with nothing else around it but a vacant lot. "The madness of an
entrepreneur was beginning to be a reality" and the first pzfrthis project, after 8 long hours of work,
tension and nerves, had finally culminated. That night their new owners would sleep peacefully. Lookin
at it from today's perspective, this decision was economically very risky.

The complicated transfer logistics, to which countless unexpected expenses had to be added as th
different phases of restoration and conditioning of the material and installations were carried out, were
not easy at all, but fortunately that decisianaking over time became a success, although you also have
to think that it could have been a failure.

One of the first actions prior to the restoration of the rolling stock was to create a platform and mount a
metal canopy (trussektticework) that would she#ir the vehicles and future diners, in addition to
creating the restaurant building.
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It took more than 5 years for this project to materialize in its entirety. Thanks to the help of Manolo, a
great professional, known in the town for his skill in carpeminrk, and Uncle Benito, who was helped
by his son Manolin, this unusual project was carried out, giving life and splendour to this car.

After a first visual inspection, it was found that a large part of the wooden frieze on the sides (interior ang
exterior) had to be replaced, the skeleton that supported it recomposed, damaged by time and inclement
weather, with rotten areas, to which added lack of maintenance. The frame was shot blasted, and a firg
coat of primer was applied, which was followed by thelfipainting, in which the characteristics of the

car and its RENFE name were marked. The two front walls were dismantled to leave them with sm3
balconies to which reinforcements were added and a staircase with a period railing for access by visito
anddiners. It was necessary to sanitize and waterproof the roof of the vehicle, taking advantage of the
opportunity to carry out a new interior distribution, thermally insulate it with the application of
polyurethane foam, installing new electrical wiringeffighting system, ventilatiog heating (equipment

on the exterior roof) and water pipes. The floor was replaced by floating flooring. Various stages o
restoration, shot blasting of the frame and joinery work.

Its interior was lined with wood with Wags Lits style modules, with sconces and luxurious classic
decoration of a period restaurant. The assembled tables adorned with floral centres deserve somé
photographs, which have nothing to envy to those of the most prestigious luxury trains in theintieyda
which the most select delicacies were served to the wealthiest society of the moment.

It seemed that the work was never going to end, but in the thousands of spare moments stolen from day
to day, as Benito comments, the effort began to bear frittfirst it was thought to call it "The free time
station" It can be verified today by being able to observe the acronym EDR with serigraphed locomotive
on its interior windowslt is time to mention the second car that the restaurant has that comes from the
extinct OlotGerona railway.

EL VAGON ALFONSO XIII

This wooden saloon car with metal frame numberetl, Avas manufactured in England in 1893 by Cravens
Railway Carriage, Ltd., located in Sheffield. This vehicle had comfortable sofas and staalete#ts

owner, the Ferrocarril de Olot a Gerona, used it on special occasions, so there are very few vintag
photographs. Most of the time it was stored in the workshop warehouses, although it passed the pertinent
revisions to be able to be used wheaaessary.

H.M. Alfonso XIlI travelled on it in the company of Queen Victoria Eugenia on a visit to Gerona in 1927.

Benito Celestino acquired it from a private individual near Madrid, along with two other vehicles from the
same company, although the latterere built later in 1901These two other passenger cars were third
class and numbered-8and G11, respectively.

In his plans he had also thought of transforming them and using them in his hotel business. It was at th
point that the Centre for Histora Studies of the Spanish Railway (CEHFE) intervieaating entity in

the matter, through the relationship that the entity's president, Carlos Guasch, had with Celestino. He
made him see the great cultural and patrimonial value that characterized bdilthes, which did not
advise their transformation, but rather the restitution to their state of origin and its enhancement at the
service of Spanish society. Celestino was convinced of the suitability of such approaches, he agreed to s
them to the CEHFt® offset the costs he had incurred up to that time. Guasch agreed that the entity
would bear said costs for mere historical responsibility, since the entity he chaired did not carry out any
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activity linked to material different from the normal Spanistdthi (1,672 mm), when the two cars in
guestion were metric gauge (1,000 mm). Guasch's idea was to look for a subsequent interested party
avoiding, in the first instance, its transformation and, in the second, ensuring its enhancement, within the
frameworkof any initiative of a cultural and heritage nature in which both would fit adequately due to
their width. via. Thus, the CEHFE preserved them for a time until, after several surveys, it managed
interest an interlocutor capable of appreciating the imfaorce of these valuable historical pieces. After
the appropriate conversations and agreements, in 2007 the Hon. Ayto de Olot (Girona) took charge @
them definitively, within a plan to enhance the value of the old and historic railway to which the vehicles
had belonged, which should lead to the creation of the Interpretation Centre of the same in this town.
Girona. We hope that in the not too distant future, the cars will complete their current restoration process
(currently developed under the authority drdirection of the local City Council) and can be enjoyed by
all, providing adentity sign of the Garrotxa region and its small but important railway, which should never
have been closed.

In the small and charming Alfonso XlII Wagon, your guests can amjogantic dinner that will be

unforgettable. Inside, a stately space has been created that will not go unnoticed by its guests. To thi
Ydzad ©6S FRRSR (GKS 20GKSNJ I NBFa GKFG GKS&aS T OA
£ ds5 yé d ig &Barnt andiniel€oning corner, ideal for any family, business or friends gathering
where we can find, among other pieces, models of the prestigious Marklin model train brand or precioug
serigraphs. More cannot be asked.for

Y 28" %,V
28528

THE MEMORY

One of the dreens of Benito and his wife has been able to become a reality. They want to share it with
others, traveling to their station where a train has a permanent stop with which to travel to the past
without moving from the present.

The Beni Wagon is located@alle de San Macario, 6, Hoyo de Manzanares (Madrid).

https://elvagondebeni.es
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Our last issue No. 15 dealt extensively with the topic "beyond Istanbul”, but you have to get there first.
We publish here a text by the railway author and photographer Marc Dahlstrom, who was killed in a
railway accident on 22 April 1991, as a supplemeatthe topic. This article appeared in issue 238
January 1963f AFAC's magazine "Chemins de Fer" and with thanks to AFAC we reprint it here in
English, translation by Chris Elliott:

De Paris a Ankara par le ralil

by Marc Dahlstromh

July 1962, ParisGar RS [ &2y S | G 71 WEWINBaMEs (i S aa {YSY 13ty2 yi K
journey from Paris to Ankara. | am going to try to revive this trip which has 3,606 km of lines, for oul
readers 1,586 km of which are electrified with four main typésurrent, more than twenty relays of
locomotives, nine border stations to cross and so many other things, likely to delight the amateur in searc
of the picturesque.

Via Vallorbe, the Simplon, Milan, Venice, "beaten paths" on which we will not retiien;Simplon
Express" arrives in Trieste an hour late for which the three administrations already can share the
responsibility.

Behind a BBB E. 626, the "Simpkxpress" turns around and leaves Trieste, allowing the traveller to
admire the splendid view dhe Adriatic shore and arrives at Poggiore@lampagna, the Italian border
station. There another BBB 626, but flying the Yugoslav flag series 61, painted in a slightly lighter "coffé
with milk” colour, hauls the SO (this is its number in Yugoslavifaadi i t @0 (2 { SOl Yyl X
station . Customs formalities completed in thirty minutes, the SO, which had become a Brzy (fast traif
equivalent to the Ezug of the DB), was taken over by one of the many dieleetric CCs of the 661 series.
1,99 h.p, built by General Motors, were recently delivered to JZ (Yugoslavian Railways) as Americd
economic aid. They are very well maintained and highly appreciated by the driving teams, who gave thef
GKS FFEYAETAFNI YAOTIYIFYS 2F awkOljdz$St AyS YSyySReéd

At Divaca a tenrminute stop to add Pula Zagreb cars, and another ten minutes at Pivka to drop the
Trieste- Rijeka cars and the SO continues its route at a speed o76%m/h through the Dinaric Karst
2y At A2YO0AY2 MOpHY E NI Af deledsyoubledtrack; calehaN@subpedsiirSin theA y
Italian style, and after Borovniza, the current end of the electrification sites actively pushed towards
Ljubljana, track renewal works are wasting a little time so that the SO arrives finally in Ljublieady al

an hour late.

This city station, without platforms or underpasses, was built in the Austrian fashion of the 19th century,
However, in conjunction with the electrification work, the facilities will be rebuilt and the entire station is
already avastzy a it NdzOGi A2y aAiSeo ¢KS ySEG RI& G(4KS 22dzN
cylinder Series 06 Mikado built by Schwartzkopf in 1930. The line to Aftteiand Zagreb follows the
Sava Valley; the permanent way is double and excellent. It isghend railway line built in Yugoslavia
(then belonging to the Austrian Empire) in 1849, after MaribGelje in 1846: it was one of the sections

of the old imperial line from Vienna to Trieste via the Semmering.

The express passes many freight trainalbd by 141 series 06, 150 series 30 and even 150 series 36 ex
G12 of the Prussian State or 140 series 29 ex series 56 of the OBB. From Litija, the Sava valley becom
narrow gorge like that of the Allier in France and Zieddost is reached in just oneour from Ljubljana

(64 km).
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This express is going to Maribor, you havehange for Zagreb and take the "Balkaxpress"” arriving
from Vienna. It is light and hauled by a 230 feytinder compound series 03 ex Austrian Sudbahn of
1908.

Towards Sevnitza, the "Balkéixpress" crosses an omnibus (local train) drawn by a 131i€k 3¢ of
Hungarian construction: the attentive reader will have noticed that in a little over an hour we were able
to see steam locomotives running on the same line from six different series. Indeed, dieselization is sti
in its infancy and a number ofd machines from various sources are still in service: After the networks of
the Iberian Peninsula, the Yugoslav network is certainly the one that offers the most variety to the
enthusiast and it could be a paradise for steam enthusiasts, if the inngteasure of parking near the
railway tracks and photographing the trains were interpreted at its true value by the public and the railway
workers and in any case if it were not pitilessly fought and sanctioned by the local police.

Along the way, the "BalkaExpress" continues towards Zagreb, now rolling on the right (from Sezana to
ZidaniMost, the trains run on the left in the old Austrian fashion) and arrives in the latter town 78 km
from Zidari Most, in one hour and thirteen minutes. Zagreb station fas platforms and underpasses
and even a glass roof shelter. It is quite comparable to the large stations of the major cities of Wester
Europe.

To continue south, we will take the ZagreBelgrade line, 414 km long, 308 of which are double track;
this ine crosses the great plain of Slavonia and if the landscape is sometimes monotonous, the route hel
is excellent. It is the main JZ artery connecting the two largest cities in the country and the best speed lin
where the schedules are constantly imprayirin 1960, the best and last year of express steam, with the
Pacific series 05, the fastest train on the line was the SOE which took five hours andahétyminutes

to cover the route from Belgrade to Zagreb. In 1961, with the introduction of di€gltBe SOE improved

its performance with a time of five hours and twergix minutes. This summer of 1962, the "Austria
Express" broke the record with only four hours and fifty minutes for the 414 km at an average speed o
84.9 km/h. With the "DireeOrient", the "AustriaExpress" has the longest natop route of the JZ,
Vinkovci Zagreb (258 km).

Our express n° 303 coming from Rijeka has a less tense schedule than the previous onesBeégaate

in five hours and thirtysix minutes with seven intetediate stops. The train is well composed in part with
the new elongated cars vaguely inspired by those of the DB. The occupation is normal and we note ho
big the difference is with a previous trip to Yugoslavia in 1960, where the expresses were §tidksedm

of seven to eight similar vehicles. We had to engage in a real pitched battle just to grab a ramp of thg
NHzy yAy3d o02F NRaAX LY&ARS GKS OFNRI 6S al g dzJ G2
mention of course the corridors and thegpiorms.

Our train travels at 100 km/h on a satisfactory track, between pleasant crops of corn and poppies
separated by poplar hedges. Forgetting the bulbous bell towers, the muddy roads, the many teams ¢
oxen or horses, we could imagine ourselves neantdon-sur-l'lsle between Coutras and Périgueux.

Train No. 303 travels effortlessly in foidgven minutes the 65 km from SlavonBkod to Vinkovci, this

last station being the old junction of the Bucharest branch of the SOE from before 1939. So | tlecided
stop in Vinkovci. Unfortunately, the rain started to fall and | landed in the middle of the puddles, in front
of a semihard BV(station) , without platforms of course; on the poorly paved station square, twe mud
sticky roads lead towards a horizon afildings under construction. Fortunately, the city bus is there and
the traveller can even take horsirawn carriages which are surely contemporary with the teak sleeping
cars of the CIWL.
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There is no question in this review of talking about the only hateVinkovci, but the next morning,
weighed down with an ersatz of coffee and dry black bread swallowed at the station buffet (there it's
railway and it's is the best it has to offer as a usual breakfast)!

L GF 1S &S S¢3xE NBXKR O KVozA(tgain kayiivalent t HiNSeinyarztg) to reach
Belgrade. The plain of Slavonia now resembles Beauce, the PA-(®ess, that's the "DireeOrient"
number) goes to StarRazova, branch off towards Subotica and Budapest, then Zemun, the old border
station AustreHungarian before 1918, today suburb of Belgrade. After the large metal bridge over the
{F @ YR I OdaNBS 2F GENBEyaYl t NNNPRBAdZAY (K$E IND K

The Belgrade station, built in 1883, in its presimin, has ten platform tracks which receive and dispatch
more than two hundred trains per day. These platforms present an extraordinary animation: smells of
Cevapcici (grilled meat skewers), peasants dressed in jodhpurs made of thick woollen cloth, egidespr
/I @NREETAO gNRGAY3IS FEf GKAA FfNBFREhEBNBYyd&AE KEKS3
platform and the cars coming from entrenched Paris, Greek cars Belgrstiens and Czech cars and
sleeping cars WarsawSofia will respetively form the Greek and Bulgarian branches.

The BelgradeNisch line, 244 km long, was builtin 1883 and was the first line in Serbia. Itis entirely single
track, but from Belgrade it is divided into two branches using different routes, alternasalglted by
express trains to avoid untimely crossings and meet at \/elikaa, 91 km further on.

.dzi GKS t! KIFa FEfNBFRe tSFaE GKS mMm: NIYL FNRY
Plana, still hauled by a diesel CC series 661sfpt Svetozarevo (136 km from Belgrade in one hour and
fifty-three minutes). The "DireéDrient" finally has a restaurant car, its first since Paris. This WR is part of
a series built in Hungary in 1958. Like its brothers, it belongs to the JZ andaseopley KSR, the state
owned sleeping car and dining car company. The feigjht-seat restaurant is already full; at 10 a.m., in
addition to the usual breakfasts, the menu written in four languages offers hot dishes such as sausage
soups or Gulyach, Wherschnitzel, which are happily washed down with small glasses of Slivovitza
(brandy plum).

The PA always runs at 95 km/h00 km/h on a satisfactory track, welded on many sections, Paracin pass,
centre of narrow gauge lines (760 mm) another importanefaé the JZ. After an unexpected stop at
Cuprija to cross the PA, past Stalatz, reaches the winding part of the line, in the Morava gorges. We a
approaching Nisch, the important junction where the Greek and Turkish branches separate. Havin
learned fromVinkovci's experience, however, | have some doubts about its real importance. Finally herg
Aada [/ NBPSYyA YNBRGX adzodzZND 2F bAAOK ounm Y FTNRY
there are only a few more or less weé@e tracks, a very ndest BV, no glass roof, no signal boxes; just
at the exit of the station, the big bifurcation appears: a needle manoeuvred on the spot, on the right
Athens, on the left Istanbul.

The Athens section is already arranged behind the diesel locomotive ar8bfiee section will be taken
over by a 131 of the 01 series. This is the first steam engine to haul the “Diriectt" from Paris. These

Gt NI ASMR $& 6iSNB RS&aA3dIySR o0é& GKS {SNBAFY {GF3GS w
eight fourcylinder compound units and four single expansion and {fouimnder units. It is the simple
expansion type that was retained and after the First World War, a series of one hundred and twenty units
was built by Schwartzkopf under German reparations due to/theng Yugoslav state.

The 01.063 easily starts its five vehicles, goes up a rocky gorge, and after stopping at Bela Palanka (45
from Crveni Krst in fifjwo minutes) waits in Stanicenfe2 NJ 4 KS ONER & shAWAS yAIE  (BRR!
towards Belgrade with that day, its sleeping car and its modernized A3BEsSudweekly Istanbut
Paris. One more stop at Pirot and the "Dir€tient” continues its route at 65 km/h70 km/h on this
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international line recalling by its eigimetre rails, its "secondary" type stations, the AvalloAutun
section of the Morvan line.

Dimitrograd, Yugoslav border station is reached on time (niegt kilometres from Crveni Krst in two
hours and four mintes) and there, a twentgight minutes stop for border controls. During this time, the
Gt N} ANASe 3+ @S gte G2 | .dzZf I NRIFY daAll R2¢ &SI
hoops, cabin, screens, emerald green tender, red wheels witite hoops and connecting rods as well
polished as on the "Chapelons" of the North.

Immediately after Dimitrograd, the line crosses the border and the train runs on the Bulgarian track: heavy
rails and ballast lined up with a chalk line leaving a vBI@FStrack in fine gravel. At Dragoman, Bulgarian
border station, another fortyminute stop; the passports are picked up to be stamped in the offices of the
station and a doctor in a white coat, case in hand, enquiries about the origin of the travellals|eds

G2 GNIXO1 R2g6y Ilyez2yS O02YAy3 FTNRY | 0O2dzyiNE ¢
aStysgKAESE (NI @SttSNE INB aSidAay3a GKSANI g1 G§OKS
5w ASNAS&a .w pH KI & NI LIXd; thegerre anky Sitywiokiforheltrd? that dusiC N2
be covered in 39 minutes without intermediate stops. Although the line is partly sloping, it's a narrow
section of track for such a machine; Leaving at Dragoman's time, the "RQirggit" awaits in Slivisa
crossing a workers' train entirely composed of covered freight wagons, lined with benches inside. Ther
Kostinbrod sped by and Sofia was reached some five minutes late.

Sofia station looks much like that of BrileGaillarde, but without a glass roadnly the first platform
benefiting from a glass roof cover. There are only six through tracks plus a fevedéadrhcks on either

side of the BV for local trains; there is no underground passage, only a central planked passage guard
by militamen durig the movement of the cars. From the eastern half of the station, which is electrified,
the trains of the Plovdiv line depart, recently equipped with sinqglase 25 k\f 50 Hz. The machines
used on this line are BB series E 41 from Skoda in Czechosldévadk&steam traction, the amateur can
see machines with axle arrangements as curious as 250 and 162 T.

But we are barely twahirds of the way through and as the goal approaches, the frequency of the trains
has an unfortunate tendency to decrease. Tadie Plovdiv, there are only two daytime expresses, one at
9.20 a.m. and the other at 7.25 p.m. The 9.20 a.m. express, a-Bafigas, is made up of nine vehicles,
all 1930s, but impeccably maintained, copiously filled with summer visitors heading bedobes of the
Black Sea.

The express, hauled by a BB E 41 starts from Sofia and, as it is a single track line, crosses countless fre
trains in the stations; moreover, in some of these stations, only the direct track and one or two passing
tracks are tectrified. The stations are very clean, with stone platforms contrary to the general practice in
central Europe. The BV (station buildings) are pretty, plastered in pink and often adorned with flags an
flowers. The names of the localities are writtenGgrillic and French, as well as the usual inscriptions,
aldlraGA2y YFAGSNE 6FAGAYy3a NR2YX SG0d X

Immediately after Sofia, the dining car is open; it is an old metal car with compartments in whieh a 48
seat restaurant has been fitted out; as on the JZ, thess BéRong to the BDZ (Bulgarian State Railways)
and are operated by the RSV, a state company which also manages the station buffets. The restaurant
full, the only server visibly overwhelmed; only hot dishes are served, no usual breakfasts; a diskedarnish
with salad washed down with beer costs one Lev, or 4.50 Francs.

{22y GUKS tAyS tSI@9Sa GKS LXITAY FyR o6& wm: 3INF
Mountains and the Balkan chain. Starting from Sofia at 559 m altitude, 39 km furtheailvay reaches
Vakarel the highest point of the line at 825 m. The line crosses Trajan's Gate, the dividing line betwee
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the Black Sea basin and the Aegean Sea basin, then descends to Kostenetz (78 km from Sofia in 1 hou
minutes), then reaches the Migza plain, and after stops in Septemvri, Pazardjik and Kritchim, arrives in
Plovdiv. The express took 3h20 to cover the 156 km from Sofia with six intermediate stops, and noy
continues towards Burgas behind a Pacific of the 05 series.

On the Bulgarian Raiays, dieselization is still unknown, except in the form of fairly old railcars, and the
variety of the steam fleet is considerable. Photography does not encounter any obstacles, at least in th
two cities visited, Sofia and Plovdiv, and in this lasti@tatwe took nocturnal photos which attracted a

circle of about thirty onlookers, soldiers in the lead, both curious and delighted to see a foreign tourist
photographing locomotives!

The indicator, which is getting poorer and poorer as we go, offers amtriains for Istanbul: one daily,

the "BalkarExpress" at 3:24 a.m. and the other biweekly, the "DirecNA Sy ¢ G mnYwmn
Al o1 a GKS RHENRR W& KEG2 WEWMNBONRY tFNAAT 2y 23GKS
a domestt evening express Sofi&vilengrad border.

Lyy2dzy OSR on YAy driNgas yi b é0 SIENINIAKESS aa SIAINStCG2 RA @ a g

Mikado series 02; as far as Svilengrad, the line descends the valley of the Maritza, one of the great Balk
rivers; the most important city is Dimitrovgrad (there are two Dimitrovgrads, one on the Yugoslav border
and the other in Bulgaria, both placed on the Patistanbul route. But the "DireeDrient” has several

lost stations in the night, interrupted kiyre passage of the controller who works like his CFF colleagues,
the stations being free in Bulgaria as in Switzerland.

{GATE on YAYydzhHNA StyliES I NNRBSGS5ANB QDA t SYyaNI R G
Plovdiv in 2 h 32 with sixtermediate stops). Customs formalities detain us an hour instead of the 35
minutes allocated and manoeuvers are done in the dark; the Bulgarian Mikado gave way to a Greek 05
of Austrian construction (identical to the 57 series of the OBB) and surpyisengjood twenty freight
g A2ya 02dzL)X SR 0 G KShNASOAG b NA WEERZF 2N AdyKGSS Nily51HA GNES

With exhaust blasts, the 050 pulls out the Svilengrad MV and as soon as the border is crossed, the trg
rolls into Greek territory on short railg@wned in the grass. After stops at Ormenion and Ptelea, ghostly
halts, the MV arrives at Dikea, the first station showing signs of life. In this region, after the Balkan war
of 1913, the borders were drawn in defiance of the existing railway, and thelosses a piece of Greece

of about thirty kilometres to enter Turkey at Edirne and then go back to Greece over some 30 km td
Pithion before entering Turkey definitively at UzlUnkdpru.

After Dikea, the MV trots gently at 50 km/h, passing through statioogepted only by a fixed yellow and
white square. Yet in Marassia, as the MV passes, the station master brandishes a small luminous bead
at arm's length. After the Edirne, in Neavissa, under the first light of dawn, this little beacon simply appear
as ahousehold flashlight! Further on, in Nea Orestias, there is enough daylight to replace the flashligh
with a green flag.

From green flags to green flags, burning up station after station, after all it is still an express MV, the trai
arrives at Pithiona rural border station; it's like being in Provins! The MV took two hours and-$orty
minutes to cover the 72 km from Svilengrad with four intermediate stops.

The 54 minutes allocated stop will become 1 hour 15 minutes and hauled by a Turkish 140y built b
Schneider at Le Creusot in 1925, the international MV crosses the Maritza and stops for 42 minutes
Uzunkopri station, the Turkish border station. The "Di@dent" still MV, is weighed down by three
Turkish carriages of 1st class, 2nd class andclarss for interior service and after the start behind a
Décapod ex DR series 52, a small descent is used to reach enough spectacularly -780kkmith. But
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this good momentum is quickly broken and 20 km further, covered in 25 minutes, first stop atR&bi}.
The schedule is obviously not hectic and it will take 6:45 hours to cover the 272 km to Istanbul with ter
intermediate stops. But the 150 does its best through the desolate countryside with loudpitegled,
modulated whistles to drive away thestds wandering along the tracks.

After Cerkeskdy, customs checks are over; it took three hours to do them in the three cars, including
sleeping car. At Ispartakule, the Sea of Marmara appears. From Halkali, gpiagéeBB, the 4003, will
haul the "Diect-Orient" for 28 km to Istanbul, Sirkeci station, reached one hour and fifteen minutes late.

Sirkeci station is the terminus of the European Railway and an important suburban service by triple c3
trains built in France. As for the Anatolian Railwalai its station on the other side of the Bosphorus at
Haydarpasa on the Asian continent connected to European land by a frequent boat service.

Haydarpasa is the terminus of loxgstance traffic to the cities of Anatolia and the countries of the Near
East in particular by the "TaurdExpress”, and also of an important suburban service along the Sea of
Marmara.

But, the trip is coming to an end and having arrived at the end of Europe, it is for the last stage that | too
the most luxurious and comfortabkeain that | could find from Paris: it is the "Ankagxpress" entirely
made up of CIWL cars which covers the 578 km, in large part difficult, from Haydarpasa to Ankara in 12.
hours. This train is hauled by the 141 of the 46 series and built by Hemsdg37.

Some might think that no one takes the train to Istanbul anymore. It was therefore surprising to note
during the Plovdiv Istanbul leg that the sleeping car coming from Paris was full and that the congested
A3B5 was 80% occupied by passengersiogndirectly from the Paris station] @ 2y 4 ® ¢ K S
O9ELINB&&E Aa |faz2 sARSt&@ dzaSR o0& G2dNA&lG&E FNRY

Here we publish a text in English that was published 22 years ago in French in the AFAC's magazin
"Chemin de Fer'issue N°463 i2000and describes the rescue of part of the CIWL's Spanish car fleet.
AZAFT "evacuated" many CIWL carriages between 1992 and 1998. These had been stored for decade
by the AZAFT in various places, including Canfranc, and a few had also been recondifmmsakecial

use. The cars were removed from Canfranc two years ago to be refurbished and exhibited in a museum
or to be put back into servicehttps://www.wagonslits.de/phpbb 2/viewtopic.php?p=13362#13362

What Happened to the Spanish Sleeping Car Park?

From Oblivion to Hopeful Rescue

by Gérard de Santos

The Spanish fleet of the Compagnie Internationale A&gjonsLits - the Compafia Internacional de
CochesCamagl'OutrePyrénées g & F2NJ I f2y3 GAYS AdQa Yz2ail 04
cars, dining cars, converted old Pullman saloons, vans, from series built well before the last war, were st
running in the 1980s, alongside much more recent vehicl&érard de Santos, who had already told us
the story of the Bérroa family, which was closely linked to the operation of the Irun and Aravacal
workshops (Chemins de Fer No. 401, 1990/2), this time evokes the fate of the cars, and thefdroped
rescue of eme of the units.
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For those who are interested in the history of thelling stock of the Compagnie Internationale des
WagonsLits and the Grands Express Européens, a visit to one of the workshops responsible fg
maintaining or repairing the prestigious sleeping cars, restaurants, saloons and other vans is a|
opportunity na to be missed. When, moreover, it is a question of facilities located in Spain, a country
traditionally rich in coches (carriages) of various series, the greatest interest joins the joy of discovery.

Iy a dix ans a Aravacalen years ago in Aravaca

This is what the author of this text experienced in the past. Thanks to the kindness and understanding @
Manuel Berroa, technical director of the Spanish fleet, and his brother Emilio, head of the workshops, h
was able to visit the workshops in Irun, metBasque Country, opposite Hendaye, and in Aravaca, near
Madrid, in 1985, 1987 and 1998. The Irun workshops, literally squeezed into the RENFE facilities, did n
have enough space to accommodate many cars at a time. Therefore, only a few units waye bein
maintained, repaired or renovated. This was not the case in Aravaca, a small town located away frorn
Madrid, on the Avila line (la linea del Norte), in a rural setting.

The establishment comprised various small buildings and a larger one for repairsewd entrances
served by a ferry bridge about 30 m long. On either side of this parking lot: a large one, on the Madric
side (Principe Pio station), with 26 lanes, and a small one, on the Avila side, limited to 9 lanes. Each Ia
of the large carriage p& could accommodate at least two cars, even the longest (such as the T2 sleeping
cars: 26.40 m). As for the small one, three cars could fit on each of its lanes. At the time of our last vis
on 12 June 1989, there was still room here and there, despégresence of the 65 coaches listed. It is
these numbers that our readers will discover in the following list. They will easily imagine the nostalgia
that invaded us while running through these places, haunted in a way, by these old servants of the
railways, now immobile and abandoned. After the decay, many will know the torch of the scrap
merchants, before the definitive closing of Aravaca in the course of 1992. But others, as we shall se
would have a better and unexpected fate, even after the irrerablé closure of Irun in 1995
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In June 1989 at the CIWL workshops in Aravaca near Madrid. View of the
covered tracks were served by a ferry. The site was located along the Madrid to Avila line, close to the Tidri&bops.
Note, on the right, the Spanish Post Office van being serviced.

COCHES CAMA
TALLERES

The Aravac:':i’CIWL equipment pafking area.
[ QLY (i SNIB Sy (-NEeAZARBIntén@ritiéa! C ¢

As time went by and the damage increased, what was to become of thesggurears, these S4s, LXs or
ex-Pullman restaurants that we had seen parked in Aravaca in 19897

In 1990, having decided to get rid of them, the CIWL undertook a vast demolition impenahich mainly
affected vehicles in poor general condition or which had been involved in accidents. Over the months
some thirty cars fell prey to the torches. It was at the beginning of 1991 that an association, AZAFT (1
became interested in the presvation of certain cars. It obtained from Mr Berroa, the technical director,

a list of equipment to be demolished or to be decided upon because of their historical interest. Some o
these vehicles had indeed travelled on many European networks duringctdoeier. The association did

not want to neglect the opportunity to preserve the notable parts, some members even wishing to recover
them entirely!
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It therefore decided, without delay, to approach the CIWL: various contacts were made with the Spanis
Diusion in Madrid. At that time, the CIWL did not yet wish to part with its old fleet. But it was still faced
with the difficult problem of keeping and parking its old servants. In addition, many of the company's
executives, especially the older oneand n particular the "Berrod.its” family ( 2} wanted to avoid
demolition at a later date.

In 1985, equipment being overhauled at the CIWL
workshops in Irun, dining car 4078 (foreground) and
sleeping car LX 3501.

What remains of these workshops 1998, three
years after their closure. The RENFE locomotive
sheds are in the background

Several months after the first scrappings,
the CIWL decided to free the Aravaca site
entirely by the end of 1992. This meant the
definitive closure of the workshops drhe
transfer of maintenance and repairs to Irun,
in the Basque Country (3), or secondarily to
Santa Catalina (RENFE annex in Madrid).
This also meant that the remaining old units
had to be moved quickly and a new location
found. One solution was to trafex them to Irun, but this formula posed two major problems: the lack of
space for the new arrivals, and the difficulty of transporting them via the RENFE tracks. In fact, the pog
technical condition of the running gear (bogies, brakes) was obvioush@énbad to be remedied before

any circulation, with the expenses that this could entail. For reasons of efficiency, it was envisaged to lim
the number of cars to be transferred, or even to transport to Irun, by truck, at least two cars considered
more vduable than the others (4). If no solution was found for the rest of the lot, it would have been
forced to be scrapped on the spot, like the cars already sacrificed. The worst case scenario.

Le plan de sauvetageThe rescue plan

Two problems mentioned above. As regards the lack of space, it proposed to park the remaining cars
Canfranc, on the FreneBpanish border, on the Palaragoza line. From the point of view of transfers,
the members of the association, with their techaliknowledge, would devote themselves and undertake
the necessary repairs. In exchange for this, after agreement between the parties, an agreement wa
signed between the CIWL and the Provincial Council of Zaragoza. It stipulated that the rolling stock wz
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authorised to be stationed in the province of Aragon, while being entrusted to the safekeeping of the
AZAFT (for minimum maintenance, surveillance and possible use). However, it remained the property ¢
the CIWL.

LishoaSanta Apolonia station, 24
May 1985. On that day, the
Lusitania Express from Madrid was
reinforced with sleeping car 3368
(S4). Two of its 'sisters' (3361 and
3372), built by Metropolitan
Carriage in Birmingham, have been
preserved by AZAFT.

Seen in Aravaca in June 1989, the
CIWL 126 van now protected by
AZAFT.

What remained was to carry out the transfers, a particularly delicate point. After many negotiations,
conducted with the agreement of the Wageh&s management in Paris, the technical problems were
addressed. After seval years of immobilisation in the open air, often without any maintenance, the
historic coaches required a certain number of special interventions, in particular on the running, impact
and traction components, not forgetting the brake equipment, which baén badly affected by the
ravages of time. Given their number, originally about fifteen units, the recovered cars had to be
transported in four batches after various repairs. To reinforce the braking of the compositions, it was
decided to interpose beteen the 'relics' to be transferred some recentype sleeping cars, in much
better mechanical condition. This measure saved them from demolition!

What remained was to carry out the transfers, a particularly delicate point. After many negotiations,
conduded with the agreement of the Wagorsts management in Paris, the technical problems were
addressed. After several years of immobilisation in the open air, often without any maintenance, the
historic coaches required a certain number of special interemsti in particular on the running, impact
and traction components, not forgetting the brake equipment, which had been badly affected by the
ravages of time.
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A 1992 'Estrella’, the SevilleBilbao, seen between Medina del Campo and its terminus. The weiliveries of the sleeping
cars (blue CIWL style, white "largo recorrido”), not to mention the brown and cream "estrella" livery worn by a sleeping car
(unless it is a 26x sleeping car), show RENFE's hesitations about the colours to be adopted fdntiesguigpment.

Safeguard. The AZAFT could be proud of having been able to prolong the life of Aravaca's interesti
"ancestors". This was despite some sacrifices, such as the restaurant coach that could not be used at
Its interior installations and sne equipment were nevertheless dismantled for future use. This was a
good idea, as it allowed the restoration of a similar car, owned by the association, which had been burn
down by vandals while it was being refurbished (5), to be completed. Also athersatrificed were the
P-type sleeping cars, which were left unused and were to be scrapped.

At Canfranc, Bruno Legouest climbed up to the top of a window in one of the closed goods halls and spotted two parked
CIWL cars: dining car 3581 (which do not appin the list of cars kept by the AZAFT) and sleeping car type P 4506.

Amis des Wagonkits Newslettei#16 i Octdber 2022 Page54




